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Field Worker's nene Alene D. MoDowell
This report made on (date) June 14, 1937 193
’14 Name ™ -l
Y ,
2. Post Office Address _gp3 Aymathong Bartleswilie, Oklahoma
3, Residence address (or location) ggmeW,sﬂm_____
» . - '
4, DATS OF BIRTH: bNonth __ goyember Day._j2 . Year 1894
5, Place of birth Afton, Indian Territory "A
6, Name of Father _Jos] Suagee Place of birth _Qklahoms
Otner informetion about father gneequartier Gherokee.buried ig Ckla.

7. Naze of Mother Dava I, Suages Plece of birth Jiggouri
Ot.er information about mother _T3ives five miles south of Bartlesville

-_—

Notec or complete narrative by the field worker dealing with the life and
story of tie person interviewed, Refer to hanual for suggesited sutjects
and questions, Continue on blank sheets if necessary and atiach fiimly to
this forn, Number of sheets attached 192 »




dlene D. MoDowell
Regearoh PField Worker
Indisn~Pioneer History,S=149
June 14, 1937
| RXPERIRHOBS OF A NATIVE
GHTER OF OKLAEOMA.,
Given by Mrs. Evelyn ¥aheras
921 Armstrong Aveuue
Bartlesville, Oklahoma

Bvelyn Affon Suagee~lizheras was born at
Afton, Indian Territory, November 12, 1894,

Father - Joel Suagee,'a guarter Cherokee,
was born at Grove, Indian Terrttbry)in 1871
amd died af Bartlesville, Oklashcma, November
.28, 1922, He is buried in the Silver lLake
Cemetory % tis allotment, south of Bartles-
villee

Mother - Dova L. faither-Suagee, was born
at Southwest City, Missouri, January 17, 1876,
she is the daughter of Dr. Gaither, one of the
first pioneer dootors in the Inmiian Territorxy.
She and her mother, Mrs. Malinda Ballard, live
on the Suagee allotmeﬁt about five miles south
of Bartlesville, at Silver ILake,

Yhen I was four years old, I removed with
ny parents to a farm in the Indian Territory,
acrose the state line from Coffeyville, Kansas.
In 1899 we removed to a farm near the Kansas

lino, west of the first blaca we settled and
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our hearest trading post was Bdna, Kansas. The
firet school I attended was in a one room red
brick, building with a cupolae on top for the
bell., This school was located across the Kan=-
gas line and my father obtained a permit from

the school board, for me to attend school in

Kansas.,

I oan remember seeing the bullet holes in
the buildings at Coffeyville, where the Dalton
gang staged a 1lqCking fight after they had rob-~-
bed two banks one moining. This happened%ge%ggii
years before our removal to this part of the
toerritory, but it was still fresh ;n the minds
of the people and I can remembser hearing the
story from many, and some who witnessed the raid,
I have visited the Dalton's graves in the Coffey-
ville Cemetery Qﬁen I was a child and remember
theyg;mfbnoe of pipe around tﬁe grave, with iron
bows over the top.

In 1908 we removed to Baitlesvillo, in a cov=~"

seed wagon, and camped the first night near the
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0ld Caney river ford located at the north end
of Delaware avenue. That eveniné Arthur Arme
strong and his wife #ode over to tﬁe camp to
meet us, as it was their ocustom to visit the
camp and meet all the travelere and new comers.,
Mre. Armsirong was riding e side saddle. Their '
daughter, Lucy, was my first playmate., The Arm-
strongs were Delaware Imiians and were prominent
pioneere, having built the firset house south of
Caney river, in what is now Bartlaeville.

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Lannom "weve &™mong
our early acquaintances and their two.daughters,
Taldla and Camille were also my playmates. The
lannoms were (Gherokee and played & prominent
part in the early history of Bartlesville. Their
mother is now Mrs. Zora Femncm~Hait and filie a
responsible offioce in the Indian Association of
Oklahoma., ‘

Arthuy Armatrong added three'additions to
Bartlesville in the east part of the city, as
Afmstrong Pirst, Seaond and Third Addition, -

Wnen we came here there were two-houses in the
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Armetrong First Addition and our first home

in Bartlesville was in one of these houses, We
lived in town for two years, then removed to

a farm south of town.

Barly in 1891 the Pirst Baptist Church was
organized with about thirty ohavter members.,
Prank i, Overlees was the fipet Sunday sshool
Superintendent, an office he filled for twanty~
five years, Mr. Overlees died June 16, 1937,and
was the last charter member of the ohufdh. He

Carrie ArmstrongaOverlees,
and his wifaJi%ia active members of the church
until their death, Mrs. Overlees preceeded him

in death about two years ago., A building was

132

X voted on the present site of the First Baptist

Ohurch, at Fourth and Cherokee, which was dis-
troped by fire in 1906, but another was built
immediately. It was in this building I attended

s
Sunday school when I was a child.

A’ .
I remamber. one Christmas we had an entertain-

ment, and our Sunday school teacher, Mrs. Garrile

Overleee, had trained us for the program. I gave

a roadiﬁg and Mr. Overl®es complimented me highly

A ]
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and gave me f£ifty cents. We had a large Christ-

. mas free decorated with cotton, pop ocorn and
oolored paper amd was lighted with candles,
While Santa Claue was giving the preseuts the
tree caught fire, causing considerable excitement,
but it was soon extingufshed.-

In the-@arly days, we did not buy land. We
only paid for the improvements on a places Jim
MoCay traded -for the John Sarcoxie home south of
Bartlesville and my father bought the improvements
from him !or'$l,000. This place !;z‘located at
Silver Lake,five miles south of Bartlesville,
where my mothgr and grandmother are now living.

Our home was a seven roam, cologal type house,
built by Uncle John Sarocoxie, wﬁ% was killed at
the Silver Lake church while guarding the church
during the services. He was killed iﬁen the ochurch
was attacked by Frank Rogers, Gebrge Shelley, an
Osage named Akin and a Cherokee named Blmer Brown.,
This house bnrned in 1907; my father then built a
six room frame house near the highway. Mr. Sarcoxie

hauled the lumber from Lawrence, Kansae)to build
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the house that burned.

My father filed his family at Vinita for
land and also registered my mother, who was an
adopted oitizen of the Cherckee tribe., She was
married in time to hold land but was ruled out
by one year and did not secure an allotment.
our allotment consisted of 330 aorés, located
south of Bartlesville at Silver Lake., I have
the original deed to my 6C acres,issued by the
United States Government. My roll number is
9820,

8ilver lake is quite a historical site in
Washington County and owr allotment tock in all
the noted historiocal scenery., The o0ld Delaware
Baptist Church was located about one-quarter mile
east of the Silver Leke store on United States
Highway #7656, where we attendgdﬁsunday school and
churoh., There was a subsoription sshool taught in
the church by Mrs. Carrie Bverlees and ui received
my early education in this school,

The 0ld church was btown away by & oyclone and
another building was erected on the site where tﬁ?
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Hillerest Country Cludb now stands; 1é¥er the

present Silver lLake Baptist Church was built

one mile east of the location of the firet

building, Y K
After I fiﬁishqd grade school at Silve;

Lake I stayed in the home of Dr. and Mrs. A.M.

Bruce and attended high school at Bartlesville,

When I was 14 years old I attended the Chérckee

National'Female Seminary at Tahlequah. for three

years., 1 was there in 1908 when the seminary was

gold to the State of Oklahoma by the Gherokse

Indians, during Governor Haskell's administration. ’

The seminary was sold for $45,000. We were allowed
to finish the term. This scbool is now knownyas
Northeastern State Normal. The Gherokee B&éional
Female Seminary was the largest building ever
erected by an Indian tribe.

wﬁile Charles Hagkell waé running for Governor,
Mrs. Blinor 4llen, Superinten?ent of the Seminary,
gave a banquet in his honor and as we marched into
the room we sang,"Haskell, Hagkell, He's the man,g

We can't #ota, But our sweethearts can.™ This haﬁ;»

rl\;‘
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penéd béfore we had women suffragettey and we
were about three hundred "boosters,"

Ky father, Joel Suagee, taught a country
school near Grove, in the Coosweecoowee Digw

trict under Robert L. Owens, a Cherokse, who
later beoamé)the first United Statea Senator
of Oklahoma, and now lives in "eshington,D.C.
He taught all grades from the first to the
eighth inclusive.

Yhen I was 16 years old I married +®
Cicero Buford, son of Wallace Buford, the
wealthiest real estate man in Bartlesville,
7e had one child, Robert Owen, who died 7ith'
the whooping caugh when hs was six weeké old
and is biried in the "hite Rose Cemetery at
Bartlgsville.‘My father named our son for his
old friend, Senator Robert L, Owen. I lived
with kr, Buford for two years, and several
years after our sepamation I married George
Maheras,

The first big oil well in W&shingfoﬁ Gounty
was drilled in 1909 on my allotment. Chester A,
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Bu;zard told my father he was broke and had
nothing except a string of tools and wanted to
drill the wells My.father gave him the contract
and JeJsFPreiburger finanoced the deal and a 500
barrel well was brought in., This gave Xr. Bugzard
a new start and he is now & wealthy man, He li%eé
in Tulsa and Mr. Preiburger lives at 426 Yyandotte
in Bartlesville,

My father leased 20 acres of my sister, Mad=-
lyon's allotment to an oil company for $3,000, the
largest bid registered in Washingfou County. My
father was the first olient to call on Charlie
Pennal for legal advise when he established his
law office in Bartlesvil;g. He was my father's
lawyer for many years.

My maternal graddfather was Dr.%%ii%gg?, the

first pioneer dooto¥ in the Indian Territory.
The Indians usually paid iixmkx him in food and
wood insfead of money, and my mother has told
of having ten veniion hams in the emoke house
many times,

S

Vhen I was & child my father gave me. an
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Indian pony, which I named "Shorty" and I
‘spent many happy hours riding bhim.,

My father was personally acquainted with
Tams Bixby, first commissioner of the Dawés
Commission and hod many business dealings with
hime

Xy paterngl'grandfather,'David Suagee, was

.sheriff of the Cherokee Nation, in the Going
Snakeé Distriot for two terms. He boarded his
prisoners and my grandmother cooksd for them.
His brother, Stan, who was an ex-sheriff, had
& fight with an Indian at Southwest City, Miss-
ouri, and killed the man with his pocket knife.
He hid out for several months before my grand-
father located him place of consealment , in a
barn. He then sent a note to Uncle Stan, asking

. him to surrender and statiné that he ddd not -
want any gun playe. "heun Uncle Stan came out
of the barn he had His gun drawn but when my
grandfather told him to drop 1t'£§;obeyed and

— - —guryrendered. My grandfather alwayazsaid this
was his hardest task while he was in office.

~
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. My father was engaged to Méry Mest, an Ine-
dien girl before he met my mother. One evening
| she met him at the school house, where he was
teaoh;ng; and walked home with him, In those
days when people were out they usually carried
a'gun with them and when he took her home, he
carried his shot gun, ntkir-¥te, He leaned the
gun against a gate post while he opened thg
gate, when he turned, he knocked the gun over,
discharging it. Miss West was shot in the ‘leg,
causing oonsiderable’trouble. She never.regained
her health from this accident and died two years
later with a fever; I do not'remember if she ‘
had malarial or typhoid. When the shooting
acoldent ocoured her brothers would have killed
my father, but she explained the accident and
cleared him of all:the blame. Ly fathér did npf‘
marry for several years after her death. |

My grandfather objested to my mother's

e

on horseback and were married under the Cherokes

law by a Justice of the Peace at Afton, . _—

o
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I have never lived outside of the Indian
Territory and Oklahoma, Two years ago I made
a trip to Burope and was gone‘six months, but
I will admit I was homesick for my native land
and wag glad to return,

Both my maternal and paternal grandparents
were piloneers in the Indian Territory ami my
maternal grandmother, Mrs. Malinda Ballard, is
86 years old and lives with my mother, five
miles south of Bartlesville., She hag good hedlth
and is active for her age. She raises chickeus

and garden and enjoys being in the open air.



