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Field-Worker's name __ Leone -Brfyan' ' -

" This report madé on (date) — mg 4' '1'93 ?
AW ‘ -
1. Name Aa B- Gihaon
2. Post Office Address Q?Mﬂh__mgl Oklae

3. =Residence address (or location) m

4. DATE OF BIRTH: NoBth __pecomhep Day pz _ Vear 1860
5. Place of birth Seles.-lowm

6. Name of Father Iuac T, Gibson Place of birth Zenis, Ohio

Other 1nrormation about Tather Was & (UAkST &nd vame herethrough
President Orant's Church Inilan Policys °
7. Name of Mother Amna Mary Hiatt Place of birth Miltam, Inde

Other information about mother Charity Willisms, sncestor of mother

—__Righard W{lliams, Orondfsther of Charity end Oliver Cromwell

Notes or complete narrative by the fieid worker dealing with the life
and story of the person interviewed. Refer to Manual for suggested
subjects and questions. Continue on blank sheets if necessary and
attach firmly to this form. Number of sheets attached 32 .
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INTERVIEY WITH A.“ H. GIBSON
FII'LD WORKER LEONE BiYAN,
May 17, 1837

. My father iae Osage Indian Agent at Drum Creekat the )
time of the "Dum Creek T?ea'i;y". It was at this time that
the Osages sold their lands in Kmsas to the Govermment.
vie moved first to suve;- L;k;, three mileé south of Bartl‘es:-
ville, In 1873 we moved to Pawhuslka. The oupeﬁntendenf'a
house was only partly finished st that time,

In 1876 there was & water spout which caused tho oreeks
to riae. Theré ;aaa a two hundred acre wheat field in the
valley whare the town now stands and it wus covered with water,
A carpenter who was working on the hill and unaware of the |

£1o0d was stung by a scorpion, He was in such pain that he

rushed to the doctor. But when he observed the flood he was

80 shocked that he imedia%ely Torgot-thepaine —
When I first came here, thé only dwelling here was a triple |
Jog cébin uilt by trappers. Ve came hers from Drum Creek ins |
Government, ambulance. I was thirteen years old at the time. e
moved in the house where the present Indian Agent resides.
All travel was by harse and uggy. The nearest railroad w:

at Coffeyville. The log cabins wirs Yocated down at the foot of

3
|

the hill near the present City Hall.
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The center ono was father's office and the shoe ahop, at
r um) wag She dootor's office und‘hoopital. The doctor
4 his patiems can§ to the office. The Indiuns were under
the impression that 1f A amall dose of medicine would ho{l,p
. ib@.imt a nin, -bottle would d0 more good. ~Of ocurse this’
proctice in some caaces was dims atrouo‘dnd the practice of
medicine was very unsucdossful until the doctor hit on the
idea of having.the Indians wme to the office for each &so ’
of medicine they received, 'I;hé*camn at the left was the
Govermment harnesa slop. There was one outer build;xig that
wa o the Govermment black-smith ehop’u
One o!‘_.m fimt things p\{.t in wae a Governmont aufmill,
for a lumber supply. There they woudd saw off longthe; and

split into shingles., The log cabins had sawed wood floors.

(Mr. Gibson as a picture or‘the original cabins éhat ‘;e‘r;o’
round.on the Reaervation when he came here). |
Our first home was bdbuilt of native stone, The ero
\;ua shipped by rail to Coffeyville _ahd.wae hauled in wagons to
Pawhusks, We baight our furniture from the Abernathy Furniture
Company located then at Leavenworth Kansas. '
The fuel used in those days was wood. ' Qur water was from
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'J and springs. The water was & trongly alkeli and*causod a
 great deal of illness untii ol sterns were Wlt. The use
of cis tern-water cut down the 1llness & great deal.

My fkst enployment wa. Commissary Clerk st $25.00 per
monthe There was a sub=station down at Mother Choteau's mear
the prgaent site of Barnsdall. I would ride down there on |
-y bJ;ck pony and cérry my riflc and issue rations to the

ﬁeople dowm there,

All of the Indhns in the tribe were friends. In some of
the log cabihs over the country they cooked over the fire
place; howsver we had a cook stove. |

We made soup of coom, had roast 'possum,deer and quail -

were plentiful. I was some times treated by the Indians to

Jorked duffalo meaﬁ; tallow and _.wl 1d potatoss,
", When the Indlans used to go on their buffalo hunts and
buffalo meat and the tallow was their chief food; their
skins w;n'e anootr; and glossy. But when they were barred fram
the plains and had to eat bacon'ae ,thoi~r chief food it dbrought
sores and sarofula on their skin. |
Big Chisf was a personal frtend ;hd took a fatherly interest

in me. One day he asked me if I wouldn't like to take a squaw.
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He said that he woul!d plck her aate I asked him who he hed

in mind um he Baid/hia dau@tor. I lmew it would not do to°
offend him so I sgld that I would ses. In a few days he cams
back brimging his danghter with him, The girl was & very nice

dooking Osage
point blank

r}. I Xxoew 1t would not he politic to refuse
msrry his daughter, so I suggested that she be
gent away to school and educated before we were married. To

this be agreed and left. . One of the reasons wiy I was mteréeted
in keepifMg hia friendship was becemse I wanted to go on a

trip with him and he Ind promised .1,/6 take me. Big Chlef
band wexe out on a hunt on the galt Fork and had a run
in with a band of Cheyennes mo were on t he wur path. le was to

t me \vith him on the next hunt but whean fathexr heard of all

fnia he sent mmmmanw for a Tew  years. X
never sow Big Chief a nhis daughter again; by the time I ma
retumed they were both dead.

Father bhad a roam at hiis hone where the Indians astayed when
th‘ey came t0 the posts Thare wus a fire thar; and they would -
apmd their blanksts around and 8lesp on the floar,

One of themat interesting sights to ms were the rlooka
of prairie chickens. They woyld f1y over in clouds, There was

-
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& turkey roost between ou /Xouao and tho orcekes Sometimes
‘you would see deer i at area also. ‘

The prin foods were beef, flour, cormmeal, cogffee,
and bacm,,,/Broad was the staff of life and bacdnas life /
itself. /Wo bought air supplies from the trpders who were ‘

'haro under Governmsnt license., -They ¢ht their suppliea
fram Kansas City and ste Loulas,
freighted overland. o //
8 abounded in deexr and wild turkey. o ’

‘woere shipped as far
as possible by mail and th

The Black Jaok
The reason tl;o ,Q'n"goa chose this resarvation was because of
the timbexr They were huuﬁors rather than farmers. Th/w ’

d //

Camnission sent by President Grant showed the Indiuy’acmo
e

of the strz}nbuntry and told then that that land was better -

for £ax}nfng. but the Owages preferred the gtm‘ to the famm

hnda. , s

" The tollolurg is a stoxy 1 haar;! mlatad as a ladj Dr' /
Y,
Wlltar, Dy. Moore, an e:m)an, Cuakera_ and all members of /

a commission, were 6o at $6 lock over some lands, They 7

were riding in a Goverhment ambulance with the Indians riding

in attendance. FWhen they were crassimg the :hvor the double

t:/.-oo broke and they wete stranded in the cuidk sand snd were

/ '
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ainking very rapidlye Wah~she~pr-sha, a great speciman
of man hood, saw thalr predicament and tmmediately ::vamovea
. ali of hio clothing except a brce;xh oloube Goiné :bo thc'
convayanoce he 8 ignified that they yeri to g et on his back
yd and he would carry them to shore. One st a8 time he carried
the entire partye It ms a preat experience for the broad

__brins from the -casts

~

1 have letters hore of my father's from the Cherokees

in regerd to the puromse of the reservations Tho W

pad scld their lands in Kanms to the railvoad  twelve
and ane helf cents ‘an aoXOe Whe ar came among them

this tmaty was brokanMoold theixr lanis to the
—

_—

e

Govermment o 61.25 per scres The Chear okees wanted $2.25
per acro for tleir lands. The 0mges beliaved tint thelr

prioce was 6x orbitant and offered them 80,25 per aore for K

the londe The Cherckess wers offsnied and Terused to Wik
about the lands The Omges wont down to Tahlequeh and the
Chorolmes wouldn't visit their camp nor invite then to eay,
which s & great breach of etiquotte afong the Ind ia~nn, lo
the Osages cane backe Mmlly thay went before President

grant, and he tried to got shem.% gompronise. The Cherokeos
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believed fhat they should recelve as much for their lends

as the Osages received far their Yansas lands. Finally

- President Grant sent the deldgation home. One duy & man
o father and asksd to be shown the reservation.
Fathor did not know the man but/ pubting his best to‘ot for=-
ward he took him over in the eastern parf of the reservation
which 18 the best part. The man left and it was not long
after that they received word to pay ‘the Cherokees st_).?O
per acre for the land. Father always believed that they
00uld have bought the land cheaper 1f he had not shown the
atrange men the best of the land but the worst.

There were three tribes of the Osages, the Big Hill,
Black Dog, and the Little Osages, and they numbered about
3,000. The Big Fills settled on Salt Fork creck. The

Black Doge settled on Hominy Creek and the Little Osages

on the Caney Rivers The TiFst move toward oftviltsatica

was to break up these toma. The young bloods were incited
to start bands of their own and these tilree dbanis were
divided into seventeen bands, After this was done,individuals
// ware sncouraged to taks claims, aplit rails and build femces

around the land they had selected, After their fences were
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built they were given & wogm, plow, and seed, How they
enjoyed the corn Qm nﬁmm., I trey would cut and
800Y¢ loga for houses, a mechanic was furnished to help
and was Gallede Everyone helped. The Govermment furnisbed
féu neat und 'ﬂour"md the house ‘raiaing was alsg a sooial -
evant, If they would dig a well a man was furnished to
balp them and they wete then.given a bucket and a rope.
There were about twelve women who were employed by the
Government o go around to these houses and teach the Indienas
how to live in a houn‘o. Then they were issued cows, chicksns
and pigs. )

Lota of the Indians opposed all this and even threatened
$0 burn the Agency and troops lud to.be called in. One house

about throe miles weat

and becare e hone of Ssucy Chief.
There was a oivilization party emong the Big Hills who
wished the Indians to take the "white man's ro.ad"‘ Among the
leaders of this party were Mﬁlﬁ. Che~to-pah and Seudk
Chief. Among the leaders of the anti~civilimation party were
Wah=ti-an=iah, Big Hill Joe and Black Doge Of course after.a
while they came into tle civilized way, but for a long time

they lad a strong opposition.
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Wah=ti-an-kah was a mtural oratgr.‘ He waa a very fiexce
: iooki.na old tnliow and when he spoke he looked @o fierce
and spoke 80 forcefully that men trambled, I had the.

. -~ honor of going to Wuhirétcn.'n. Ce i th a party of whioh
he was a membder. While in the City the entiro' party was
talen up on the dome of the Capitol Buildirge. th-f;-an-hh
was ® frightened that he sank to his knees and trembled
1ke o leaf. It amuwed me that the fiarce fellow who mlte ,
men tremble by his fiervensss should be #0 essily frightened,
The entires party was taken to the cabinet room and presented
to Procident Orant. This madea great impression on me that

- has lasted through life,. |
There was talk of allotment when father was agent but

————sllotment 1 not become o roality until 1907, The oppositfom —
said that the half breeds ind & Iready claimed the choice’
portions of the lanf. All Goage land allotted to the tribde
and none of the land was opensd to settlement, Each headright
received 160 scres homestead and 700 acres aurplun.a The |
ﬁmlua could be sald by permit but they were not allowed
%0 sell $heir hamesteadss The whites lived hore aa lessces

or as loyees of oattle men, imt all whit.n*rnd 0 have a



386

20,

-

permit, S | |
Tl;_ox"o wms one battlefield I renamber beug\ pointed out
tom. It is five or six miles south of Caney. OChief Big
Yook, a Pawnee harase thior. roundod up @& bunch of ponies
when thy lived at O-ago Maaim. The Osages overtook the - -
Pam.n south of cun.y nnd they had a battls on the ridgo
and Big oot was nlled.
'rhora were no bridges in those days and the torrential
mn& caused the brench streams to rise and travelers had
to be careful oroesirg the stroms or they would be swept
down atroqn' and drowned.
The Osage peoyls were a very mppyA peaple whenql firat

ount smong theme They were always laughing and Joung. When

the mn went cut €0 mmr—ﬁrns 118 would
resound with their s mgse They were a very honest peoplo.

. pever hod to make & note or mortgage-their word was thoir bond.
There were 1no Iawyers, a few dootoxs, no banks and no money: to o
apeak of. Anything noeded we wnt to the stores and were
" crediteds The tradara bought on credit and sold on oredit.
* pauent they would colloct encugh to pay thoir debtss

| In the early day a gouplo of full dloods got drunk, up on

& .
oy and‘.ono struck the othor with a club and killed him. v

=
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The fellow was larmless but arunk. L. Ue Se Doputy went
w emd got him and paroded him arowd the agency in harneas
olnins end handcuffs. le kept him in jail for a while and
finally sent him to VWichita,s H6 was Ghaigsed with murder.
A lavq.rer agreed to take his cuse for & 600,00 and promised
;he Incian that he would be freedes At the trial the lawyer
said, "{£ the court pleoase the orime committed was by one
Oeage against another Osage end over them we have no
jurisdiction.” ~0 the Osage was fresd.

Courts brought lawyears and trouble. Banks came in,

doctors, and white settlers. The banks thaught the traders

wouldn't bank and the truth was that tley had nothing to

. _benlt, Taxes began then and have been increasing every since.

Thore were three aib-agemcies; one on Caney, valk Creck
and Hominy. There were sub.-agent: thers that looked after the
Indians. Thors were 200 half bre-ds end 3,000 full bloods.

The Catholics have regar.ed the Osages as theirs since
the Civil mar. Father Schoemmker and ~ieter Bridget ware
emong the Osages when my father went amaonz them in 1869.

The Pamee‘t'rail ran east and west from Gramd river

weat to the Cimmarrons It was just a wagom track with

fH
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mmerous trails along the wade

Where the present water works is located was known aa
Deep Forde Father intended for hie town to be called Deep
~Forde At Fatheds resignatien/.?. M. Hiatt}of the' traders
Biatt and leighton, m:de spplicatim for the Post Office
end had his daughter Lizzle Hiatt was Appointed postmistresa,
He asked that the town be called Fawhuska after his friend,
Waite Haire

There was an epidemic of smell pox that reduced the

Inifan populstim,



