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INTERVIEW WITH A* H* GIBSON

FiriD WORKER LEONE Bi<TAN.
May 17, 1937

My father m s Osage Indian Agont a t Drum Creek at the

time of the "Dura Creek Treaty1** I t was a t t h i s time that

the Osagea sold t h e i r lands in Kansas t o the Government*

We moved f i r s t to S i lver Late, three miles south of Bart les*

v i l l e * In 1873 we noved to Pawhuska* The superintendent's

house was only part ly f inished at that time*

In 1876 there wab a water spout which caused the creeks

to r i s e* There «as a two hundred acre wheat f i e l d in the

va l l ey where the town now stands and i t was covered with water*

A carp1 enter who was forking on the h i l l and unaware of the

flood was stung by a scorpion* He was in such pain that he

rushed t o the doctor* But when he observed the flood he was

so shocked thathe^immediately fSigot^tfte-pflin* ^̂  =

When I f i r s t came her e ; the only dwelling here was a t r i p l e

log cabin bui l t by trappers. We cam© hers from Drum Creek in &

Government, ambulance* I m s th ir teen years old at the time* Wf

moved Xa. the house where the present Indian Agent resides*

A l l trave l was by hoane and fcuggy. The naaroat railroad wa

a t CoffeyviHe. The log caimarwire located down a t the foot of1

too h i l l near "the present City Hall*
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The cemter one was father's office end the shoe shop, at

is sight was the doctor's office and hospital* The doctor

his patients cane to the office. The Indians were under

the impression that If a spall dose of medicine would help

them.that A full bottle would do more good. Of course this

practice In some oases was disastrous and the practice of

medicine was Tory unsuccessful until the doctor hit on the

Idea, of havingvthe Indians come to the office for each dose

of medicine they received* The cabin a t the left waa the

Govemnent harness shop* There was one outer building thut

was the Government black-smith shop*

Qse of the f l js t thing a put in was a Govttrnmont

for a lumbar supply* There t hey would saw off lengths and

split Into ohingleo. The log cabins had oawed wood floors*

(Mr* Olbson has a picture of the original cabins that were

found on the Reservation when he came here)*

Our first home was built of native stone* The furniture

was shipped by rai l to Ooffeyvllle and was hauled in wagons to

Pawhuska* We bought our furniture from the Abernathy Furniture

Company located then at Leaven worth Kansas*

The fuel used In those days was wood* Our water was from
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and spring• The water was strongly alkali aad caused a

great deal of il lness until dstems were built* The use

of oie tern v?ator out down the 1 line so a great deal*

t$r f irst employment wâ  Commissary Clerk jrt $25*00 per

month* There wae a sub-station down at Mother Choteau*s near

the present s ite of Bepnsdall* I would ride down there on
v

ay black pony and carry my riflo and issue rations to the

people down there*

All of the Indiana in^the tribe were friends* In some of- -

the.log oabiha over the. country they cooked over the fire

place; however we had a cook stove*

We made soup of 00on, had roast •possum, deer and quail -

were plentiful* X was some times treated by the Indians to

Jerked buffalo meat, tallow and wi id potatoes*

When the Indians used to go on their buffalo hunts and

the buffalo meat and the tallow was thoir chief food; their

skins were smooth and glossy* But when they were barred from

the plains and had to eat bacon as .their chief food i t brought

•ores and s crofula on their aid n*

Big Chief was a personal friend who took a fatherly interest

In me* One day he asked me if I wouldn11 like to take a squaw*
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He said that he would pick her oat* I asked him who he had

in mind and he said/his daughter* I knew It would not do to

offend him so I satd that I wouM set* In a few days he came

back bringing hip daughter with him* The girl wa& a vary nice

looking Qsage girl* I knew i t would not be politic to refuse

point blank to marry hla daughter, 00 I suggested that she be

aent away to school and educated before we were married* To

this he agreed and left* One of the reasons why * was Interested

In keeping hla friendship was because X wanted to go on a

hunting trip with him and he bad promised to take me* Big Chief

and p s band were out on a hunt on the Salt Fork and had a run

In with a band of Cheyennes who were on the war path* He was to

mo with him on the next hunt but when father heard of a l l

this he sent taTi^^r^^ost^^^saama^i^i^^^wfTWTQ* I

never saw Big. Chief cr his daughter again; by the time I had

retained they were both dead* . •

Father had a room at his hcme where the Indians stayed when

they came to the post* There vua a f ire there and they would

apxttad their blankets around and sleep on the floor* .

One of the most interesting sights to me were the flocks

of prairie chickens. They wovld fly over olouto. was
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a turkey roost between our house and the orrek* Sometimes ,

you would see deer in that area also,

The prlnoipal foods were beef, flour, oornmeal, oo^fee,

end baoaa. Broad was the staff of l i fe and baoon>waa l i fe

itself* We bought car supplies from the traders who were

here under Gorenffi&nt lloonse* IThey bau^it their supplies

from Kansas City and st* Loxils* >9hey*vere shipped as far

as possible by rail and than!firei&ted overland.

The Black Jack hj£ia abounded In deer and wild turkey*

The reason the Oeages ohose this reservation was beoouee of

the timber* They were huntors rather than farmers* The

Comolsslon sent by President Grant showed the Indians some

of the otrip country and told them that that land was better
/ • y

for farming, but the <teagea preferred the game to the farm

lands*

The following Is a otory I hoard in la ted ao a lad; Dr,

Wlster, Dr« Moore, ana outers all, Quakers, and a l l members of

a ccnmission;w©re oo out to look over some lands* They

w«re riding In a Government ambulance with the Indians riding

• r i
in attendance* When they mre crag oi eg the river the double

tree broke and they wale stranded in the quick eand and were
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•inking very rapidly. Wah^ht-pr-ahe, * « « * *

of nan hood, m their predicommt and immediately removed

alX of hio clothing except a breech clout. Going to the

conveyance ho aJgniftod that they were to get on hi* back

and he would carry than to shore. One at a time he carried

the entire party. It m a Cr*at experience for the broad

from the -oast.

I have letter* here of my lather'* from the Cherokeee

to r^ard to the puroteee of the Wflervation. She

had add their land* in Kanaae to the

and one half cente an acre. vm^Cat^Taame among them

thifl twaty waa broken^nd^Teold their landa to the

Government for VU»V*t **"- The Ch vetoes wanted $2.fi

p a P acre for their landa. The Oaagea believed t tet their

price mz e^rbitant and offered than $0.25 per acre tor

the landT^elhTrdceea were o f f n A f S reiuaed tothe T
Obout the land. The 0«8er, went down to Tahlequah and the

Oherotoeo wouldnH vieit their camp nor invite than to eat,

which la a great breach of #tiquotte ariong the Indiana, m>

th . <*egeo come back. Fimlly th.y want b.ft>»

orant, and he trifd to get mm* - * * — •



F» A* H* IBTSR7IEW.

383

believed that they should receive as much for their lands

as the Oeages reoelved Xot their ^ansas lands* Finally

Pwsident Grsafsent the delegation home* One day a man

earner to father and astod to be shown the reservation*

Father did not know the man but. putting his best foot for-

ward, he took him over in the eastern part of the reservation

whioh i s the best part* The man lef t and i t was not long

after that they received word to pay the Cherokees $0*70
*

per acre for the land* Father always believed that they

could have bought the land cheaper i f he had not shown the

strange man the best of the land but the worst*

There were three tribes of the Qsages. the 3lg Hill*

Black Dog, and the Little Oaagee, and they numbered about

3.000*. The Big Hills eetHed on Salt Fork creek* The

Black Doge sett led on Hominy Creek and the Litt le Osages

on the Ganey River* Tne r i r s t

to break up these tonne* The young bloods were incited

to start bends of their own and these three bands were

divided into seventeen bands* After, th is was done; individuals

were encouraged to take claims, s p l i t rai l s and build fences

around the land they had selected* After their fences were
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built thay wars given a wagon, plow, and seed* Bow they

enjoyed the oorn and watermelon. *f they would out and

soore logs for houses* a meohanio was furnished to help

and was called* Everyone helped'* The Government furnished

the meat and flour and the house raising was also a soolal

•vent* If they would dig a well a man waa furnished to

halp then an& they wero then.given a bucket and a rope*

There were about twelve women who were employed by the

Government to go around to these houses and teach the Indians

how to live In a house* Then they wsra issued cows9 ohlotens

and pigs*

Lota of the Indiana opposed a l l this and even threatened

to burn the Agency and troops had to be oalled in* One house

about

and became the horns of Saucy

Thar* was a civilisation party among the Big Hills who

wished the Indian* to take the *white nan's road". Among the

Isadora of this party wars Mo-*pa-imlla, Che-to-pah and Saucty

Chief. Among the leaders of the anti-civilisation party wore

Weh-ti-ea-kah, Big Bil l Jos and Black Dog* Of oourss after- a

while they oaos Into the oivlllaed way* but for a long tins

they lad a strong opposition*
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Wah-ti-an-kah was a natural orator* H O W I Q vary f iorce

looking old fellow and whan he opoko ha looted so fierce

and apoka ao foroafully that non trombloA* X had th«

honor of going to ffaahixBton, D. C, with a party of whloh

ha waa a member* Whil« in the City the en tiro party waa

takan up on the dome of tho Capitol Building* Wah-ti-en-kah

Wk» m frightened that ho tank to hio toooa and trembled

like a leaf* It amusod me that the florae fellow who mate

men trouble by his fieroeneoa ahould bo so easily frightened.

Tho entire party waa taken to thi oablnet room and presented

to l'roaident Grant. This znado * gxeat impression on me that

haa lasted through life*

There was talk of allotment whan father was agent but

allotoent did not baoome a reality until 1907* Tho oppoeTtion

said that tho half broads hid already olnlmod tho choice

portions of tlio land* All Osage land allotted to tho tribe

and nono of tho land waa opened to settlement. Each hoadright

received 100 sores homostoad and 700 sores aurplus* Tho

aurplue oould bo sold by per .mi t but they ware not allowed

to so l i their homesteads* The whites l ivoi hero as lessees

or as oWloyoos of oittlo mm, but a l l whites had to hare a

i>
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There was one battlefield I remember being pointed out

to n»* It i t five or six milee eouth of Corey. Chief Big

Foot* e Ifcmee horae thief, rounded up a bunoh of ponies

itien they Hied et Qeage Mleolon* The OeaRes overtook the

Panaeeo eauth of Cuney and they had e battle on the ridge

and Big Foot was Id lied.

There were no bridged in thoee deyo and the torrential

rains oaueed the branch at reams to rise and travel era had

to be careful oroeeing the etroesa or they would be swept

down atrecm and drowned*

The Oeage people were a very happy people when 1 first

oaae among then* They were always laughing and joking* When

resound with their eaig». They were a vexy honest people,

never had to make a note or mortgage-thelr word was tholr bond*

There were no lawyero, a few dootors, no banke and no money* to

•peak of» Anything needed we want to the atorea and were

credited* The traders bought on credit and oold on credit.

k\ pajnent,they would collect enough to pay their debts*

la the early day a couple of ful l bloods got drunk* up on

taney and one stxuok the other with a olub and killed him*
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The fellow was harmless but drunk. A- U. S. Deputy went

up and got him and paraded him aromd the agency in harness

ohalns and handcuffs. He tept him in j a i l for a while and

finally sent him to raooita. Ho vaa oiia.ged with murder.

A lawyer agreed to take his case far $ 600*00 and promised

the Indian that he would be freed* At the t r i a l the lawyer

said, "if the court please the crime committed was by one

Osage against another Oaage and over than we have no

jurisdiction.7 ^o the Osage was freed.

Courts brought lawyers and trouble. Banks came in,

doctors, and white se t t l e r s . The banks thought the traders

wouldn't bank and the truth was that ttey bad nothing to

bjaik. Taxes began then and have been increasing every since*

There were three sub-agencies; one on Caney, oalk Creek

and Hominy* There were sub-agent 3 there that looked after the

Indians. Thar© ware 200 half breads and 3,000 full bloods.

The Catholics have regarded the Osages as theirs since

the Civil war. father Schoenmaker and ^i«ter Bridget were

among the Osages when my father went among them in 1869,

The Pawnee t r a i l ran east and west from Grand river

west to the Cimnarron. I t ma just a -&agon track with
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t r a i l s along the road.

Where the jreeent water mcaka i s located was known

Deep Ford* Father intended ft>r tie town to be called Deep

Foxd* At Fathers resignation,J. M* Hiatt^of the traders

Hiatt and Lei^iton, mi.de application for the Post Office

and had his daughter Lizzie Hiatt moa appointed postmistress^

Re asked that the town be called Puwhuaka after his friend,

finite Hair*

There was an epidemic of eciall pox that reduced the .

Indian population.


