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- \ TOLLIH AND

o_the anei ot hunter a

‘axcitement of somd kind wes |

the wearisome of tHe nothing

HOV PLAYED-

|to do in which a great

-/

nd warrior of the Choc:téwa.'

ndespensable to Té'leve:

- 142

part of his life was spent.

hunting and war wers ocg;xp_ie%

ments as ball plays,
jumping and a'l other &

regulated by rules and'

oot end

games xhown to them were beixig

agula;

The intervals between
horse races, wrastling,

Eionse.

‘The games that they enjoyed most was the Indisn

“of ancient Greece to .them

|

|

|

Ball Game (Chshta Tollih} vhidh was the OVympic Games |
|

NQ ey

-

58 child’s

by having various amise~ - .

geme, for when they wére 1ay1fxg mateh games they

would not. consider ! aying a ybung man undex twenly-

-five yeara of age et the ? aet, ?

e i =

s they considered s

young man under that age i mra*y a young lad who

cou’d not undsrstend the Fame,
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A choctaw Tollih of uvoral years ago wes,

L d«aﬁ o gome they wolY might have astomished the /
t tan from thoir own paatimo, ';‘o doacribq a gonnin/
*cho‘cta_v Ball play oti‘ t“ﬁ'ose ﬁea‘ra ago, it excites a

snile and only intensifies the o)d memory retsine

143

/| of thet indescribadl ’/,é—l—i—viuc,

/( thet éver witnessed the real game of” the Ch,betezs, or
/ ¢ ' /

hayve played in the game, enjoy bringing up the/ sub-

ect for eonversation as to the outcome o’i' the game

not caﬁng/thdt it was his side or team that/lost
* the gane A/or does he “care to relate the atrﬁight
fact 1t he got beat up in the free-for-all right
whic)i might have accurred during the gsme
_Ono who ‘has not witnessad {t can noft form &

Jusf 1dea of the scene from any descriptibn given,

/ for 1t baftmmwera of 'langu;éga and must
bo seen betore ons can fully reslize ch the game,
.When the able-bodied men of the /vﬁlage or
- settloment are tirxed of the mseme coyrse that they

have been doing for certein Yength of iime and when

/
y
- » bl h -
. ~
' -
. - ~
e A e / '
N ~ . - - - - - - A R D —_ - — °
- . ' ‘ B o T )
- ! /



"\T _—

FRAZIER, NOAH INTERVIER: <~ 12427 144
. / T .
- \
/ .

—

) ’/.’ \‘w
for 9/6hang9, they sent a challengé

Y . . .
of their ouu‘trihg\{gfi? geme® and

/ the other vi1}a
1 aceapteaﬁ-hnd it wos rarely ever d9c11nez::a'su1t-

ab'e p“",éh was solected end prepured by the chellenge —— ————o
/ ‘ » .
. ors, and a date sot as agreed upon. Usually Hetoks

"~ (bef1 ground) would ve-selected in some bemutiful . -

/74;01 plein Pry. found’'in their ;1cin1ty. : . - T

beforo the gorme.

| i:::jg—-ﬂ~Usual1y~a day*batore §ﬂ§~§85§~ﬁoot of the time

ﬂaq\apent in pairting with the eamo care as if get%ins

ready for warpath, dancing with frequent rubbing of

both the upper™and lower limbs and taking their adored °
medicina,

" In the meantime, fana of the game, including the
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0l4, young, chi? dren, and the gravest of both so’xes,'
could be seen-winding through the woods toward tb_e
ba“i ground, 6arry1né parcels of their wealth to

stake or bet on their team whitle othera 1oaded their

poni oa WWLM

' 1maginab'fo thing that was to be a bet in the game.

T —

on thq moming of the day the playera at times p . ,
iq_uld, be_seventy-five or more mc’number,vou}d‘gatha:
on each side, étrox;g ahd ‘athletisc men, straigh¢ es
arrows and fleet as deer, nearly hude excenting a
broad piace of white cloth around the hips, while .
a@nmx\havig 1:a.11 of ‘a squirre? desr, or easrs of

desr, ow), or some kimaxn\ra el ther pinted on

Mhﬂthun_weaﬁwor on their garment tw may

be mppcd up with. Now and then a red ribbon or red T

cloth may be flying which is festened somewhero around  °

" their body. Upon their arriva’ they 'wou‘@ gather and
¢ .

the forests wou'd, ring with theiyr eni‘ting soxigs and

defiant humph~he (banter) as intimation of the great

 feats of strength and endurance, speed and act\dv/ity_ they

wore to display before the eyes of the friends. -
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¥hile some one of the "eaders bf the goms
: \ N
would make the ennouncement, heting was going on -
and the stekes being put up;the articles bet were .

all placed and others too mmercus to mentions Then

h\—~*hi . - =\‘
the players took their places, each furnished with

8 pair of Xapochs (ba]‘} aticks) which had been.
brougﬁt along by the players, each side were station=
ed at a pdl,e. So ‘;na'ny players on each side would /be
posted at their p’sce and the defense were, or those /
defending their goal were ca’.‘led Nattak Febusaa (Pole
~ men) while the offense players were callsd Fal a=mo=
li-che (throw-back men)s The Fala-mo-1i-che st the
goal of ti;eir opponents were io_p'revent, if possidble,

the-pall thrown by their opposite plajers from strike )

—_— Y
——

ing the pole end to throw it back toward their gosl Co
to their own player. 1In the center of +the two pol es,- ) /
Iklenna (4iddle ien) were &'so stutiondd, the same /
number of each party es were stationed st the poles

end with whom was a chief "Medicine ﬁmn" whose businorsa.

- was to throw the ball straight up in the air which was

- '}\\\
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the signal given which was theé beginning of the
wagh~o=ha /[play) to begin. It was more of the -

moderh aakek ball, gaue a!taough basket ball is

' not near so rough as the Indlan bLl‘ gama. The

- remained at their posts, rushed to the spot where

-

ﬁj <
: the ball stick,{gtopping not n7

moment the ball was geen. in the air, both sides,

except the Falam011cho end Hattak Fabussa. who /ﬂ ’

the bdall would likely fall, The§ were not é11owed
tg/pick up or throw the ball with their hand yet
no rules end regulations governed, the manner of

playing, nor any sct considered air which had

been enacted under the impulse ' the nmonent ,
regardless of consequences,

The ball was in the air e= in basket ball, !

;Thuy throw, ren over eachuf?ér chused efter the

fba11 or the players who bad the bs811 in the cup of / \\V

"
r heeding the broken N

lixbs and ?ruiéod heed or even brokeaneck of a

/

fallen pTaJeru .4k%e a herd of stampeded buftal es

upon the preiris they ran ageinst awd over esch -
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other in confusion and ofazed excitement 'whﬂo the
fens on the line shout "Fslamoche! Falamochel™
(throw 1t back) while others ghouted "Hok1i} Hok11!"
(catohg cateh), Round and round they went until 1r
chance waz presented ror the player, he would start
, c!fr with the spoed of a dser, holding the ba\‘l in
ti; ;u#a of his kepucha (ba™latick) pursued by
every &ﬂ ayer. In most cases when the runner got
within about twenty-fivo or thirty steps or»more
from the goal!, when the chanoo to run fto the goal
was in osaﬂﬂe, he would toas the ba'l with the |
ball ntiok”at the goal end usually hijt th; post

and of course it counted es a score., It was ptayed
more of & combination between & Lootball of schools
“and basket ball -gamo.' 2

" ¥rom ton %o twenty was ganerany the game,

~ Each time the ball is thro\m and hit apgainst the

goal or post it counted‘ one score, and the firat

. bunch oy team reaching the. réquired numbexr won the

>

’Sﬂm‘o'

Note: Pete Cole, Indien, writes in ddstinotive Indian
manner a}nd 12ttle change is made in his manusoripts, B4,



