
liOAH. 141



FRAZIER, 18427 142

Pete W. Go5
Invectigai
December 171

Interview with
Noeib Frszier
Near Tushka, Oklahoma.

TOLLIH AND HOW

hunter and warrior of the Choctaws»

excitement of aoma kind was

the wearisome of the nothing I to do in which a great

part of h i s l i f e was spent* The in terva l s between

hunting and war werevoc^xpied

ments as bait p^ays, toot and

Junking and other kames Iciown to them were being

regulated by ru"»es and\regu1a

\The games that thelt en jo

Ball Game (Chahta

by having various ainuae-

horse racea t irreatting,

dons*

ed most was the Indian

whiph was the

of ancient Greece to .thai Lld»i

game, for when they were jhayihg matehr garaes they

would not- consider playing! 8 young man under twenty-
1 " /

five years of age et the

young nan under that age

oouid not understand the

- /

*n®y considered a

merely a young 1ad who

t*

—r
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A Cbootaw Tollih of several years ago was,

„ a game that well might have astonished the

i.tan from their own peatima. To deaoribe a genuini

Choetaw Ball play of those years ago, i t excites a/

smile and only intensifies the old memory r4talne

/ of that, indeaoribable ffagifr, Wĥ t ftty-gfrft«*»f<
_i . —A— : ' ' !;

that ever witnessed the real game of the Choc tens, or.4,11

have played in the game, enjoy bringing up the/sub-

feet for conversation as to the outcome of the game

not oaring that i t was his aide or team that l o s t

the game/nor doea he care to relate the straight

feet i f he got beat up in the free-for-all/fight

which might have occurred during the gamei

ont who haa not witnessed i t can no,t form a

Juat idea of the scene from any description given,

for i t baffles all the powers of language and must

be seen before one can fully realize of the game*

Vfhen the able-bodied men of the village or

- settlement are tired of the same course that they

have been doing for certain length /of time and when
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for e/ change, they sent a challenge

of their 01 for. a geine end.

i f accepted—-and i t wa«h-rarely ever dec"Uned-~a suit-

able pî ee* wae selected and prepared by' the challeng-

rind a date s e t as agreed__up_pju_

(ba^n ground) would be s e l e c t e d i n some beaut i fu l

Tevê  plain eeBt^^foundin their vicinity.

Two otraight pieces olTtisahgr were fina%-eet

abotft^hree to four feet in the

fent in height end from four to eix
•t-

inches in^S^th, icfcown as Aiu^bi (goeT 'or be1-! post)*

During the intervening timt^between p1ay, both aides

prepare for the ceremort^s*

before the gor.»(

day before the game most.of the time

wet spent in pair.ting with the same cere as if getting

ready fo^warpath, dancing with frequent rubbing of

both the upper^and iower""1 imbo and taking their afi'cre,d

medicine*

In the meantime, fans^of. the game, including the
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old, young, children, and the grayest of both sexes,

Could be seen "winding through the woods toward the

ball ground, berrying parcels of their wealth to

•take or bet on their team- while othera loaded their

poniea wT̂ h "frfTTffp^irg, -t***ikAt», **«A. tyy«ry ojjhgg.

imaginable thing that was to be a bet in the .game.

On the morning of the day the piayera^ at times

would. be_j»-7en4;y-five or more iiT nurober,woui d gather

on each side, strong and athletic men, straight as

arrows and f e e t aa deer,'nearly* nude excepting a

broad piece of white cloth around the hips, while

abTnê maŷ haye a tail of'a squirrel, doer, or ears of

deer, owl, or some kinVof^feathers either pinned on

on their garment tBaVthey^may

be wrapped up w i t h . Now and then a r e d ribbon o r r e d

c l o t h may be f r y i n g which i s f a s t e n e d somewhere around

t h s i r body» Upon t h e i r a r r i v a l t h e y woui^d ga ther and

the forests wou^d^ng with their exulting aonga and

defiant huinph-he (banter) as intimation of .the great

feats of strength and endurance, speed and activity they

wtre to display before the eyes of the friends* -
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While some one of the ^eadera of the game

would make the announcement, JheJjMjig was going on

and the stakes being put up>the articles bet were

al l placed and others too numerous to mention* Then

the piayers^todk their ^lacjga, each furnished with

a pair of Kapocha (bell sticks) which had been-

brought along by the pteyera, each side were station^

ed at a pole* So many players on each side would be

posted at their p1ace and the defense were, or "tyioae /

defending their goal were cabled Ha'tftak Fabussa (Po^e

men) while the offense players were called Fala-mo-

ii-che (throw-back men). The Fala-mo«Ti-che at the

goal of their opponents were to prevent, i f possible,

-the ball thimanijby their opposite p^a/ers from strik-

ing the pole and to throw i t back toward their goal ' -

to their own player* In the center of -the two poles , /

Iklanna (lUdtil* hen) were also stutioned, the same /

number of each party as were stationed at the poles

end with whom was a chief "Medicine man" whose business

was to throw the ball straight up in the air which was
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tht signal given which was the beginning of the

wtsh-o-ha/(play) to bogiri. I t was more of the •

modern basket boll, game aHhough baaket ba*n i a '

not near ao rough as the Indian bal1 game. The

momerit the ball was aeon in the air , both sides,

except the Faiamoiiche and Hattak Fabueaa, who '

remained at their posts, rushed to the spot where

the ball would l ikely f a l l . They were not a^Toned

to pick up or throw the bell with their hand yet

no rules and regulations governed the manner of

pitying, nor any act considered unfair which had

been enacted under the impulse ojf the motnent,

regardless of consequences*

The ball was in the air a/sjin basket

They throw, ran over each other, chased after thetoe

tball or the players who had the'ball in the cup of

the ball stick, stopping not nor heeding the broken
1 ' i

H»bB and bruised head or even .broken neck of a
i

fallen player* Like • herd of stampeded buff aides/

147

\

upon the p re i r i s they ran against aird over each
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other in confusion and oraized •zcltement whî e tbe

fens on tbe Mae shout "fslamoohel Falamochel"

(throw It back) while others shou.ted "HokliJ HokiU"

(catch, cntch). Hound and round they went until i f

chance was presented for the player, he would start

off with the speed of a deer, holding the ba l̂ in

the cut)s of hie kapueha (banatiok) pursued

©Very {player* In moat oases when the runner got

within about twenty-fiwe or thirty ateps or more

from the goa1, when the chance to run /fco the goal

was impossible, he would toss the bau with the

ball stick at the goat and usually hit the post
/

and of course i t counted as a score./ It was preyed

more of a combination between a footba1"' of schools
!

and basket ball -game. ;

. From ten to twenty was generally the game.

Bach time the ball is thrown and hit against the

goal or post it counted one score, and the first

bunch or team reaching the. required number won the

game. • > • ,

Note: pete Co^e, Indian, writes in distinctive Indian'
manner and Itttle change is made in his manuscripts*


