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MEMORIES QF A MARSHAL- W. F. Jones

(Interviews with ¢. F. Jones - farmer
territorial U, S. deputy marshal.
225% N. Rosedale, Tulsa, Okla.)
william Frank Jones (W. Lillie) born in \

Washington Co., Arkanses, ten miles southeast of ‘

Lafayette ~ 1872. ﬁas "Carried"” to Texas by his folks

when he was small and attended country school in

Belton-Bell J0. (central Texas). He worked on a

farm until he was 16 years o0ld, then went to

Bill Jackson's ranch - 200,000 head of cattle--

ranch extended from Belton to Sen angelo. At first

a cow-puncher, then at 21 years of age, Jones

became foreman - 40 o0r 50 cow-boys under him. -

His first trip to Oklahoma was in 1893 when

;e brouéhtiié;bbo céﬁtiérib ihéfsﬁiEE”"S**Ranch‘
This 23poh was under lease to Jackson -~ located

30 miles nartheast of Mannford - Ingalls the
nearest trading point. He remembers Tulss at that
time (1893) as a "wide place in the road" -~ a faw
stores on First street., George Perryman's home
where the court house is now - surrounded by a
ngofke" patch - strips of cultivated land where the

Philtower is - extending on toward.the creek wherse
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Qaklawn cemetery is now. During his year at Spike

."S" ke had his<first contact wth Oklahoma outlaws--

the Orowell gang--the Daltons--but only as fellows
who droﬁped in for a mesl and a place to sleep--

: %
no questions asked. He recalls the loss of a good

cook he haé--JOe Stidham~~later called "8keeter,”
who joined the Doolin geng.

Just a cow-puncher riding around, he recalls
how he "looked in" on the "herokee strip openine.
He recalls the line that september day, people of
all ages and siges, on foot and in every sort of
vehicle, packing the line 200 feet deep. Then the
fog of dust that came with the opening shot, dust
80 terrific you qoulq not telil black from whitéi
Rode into Perry just 20 minutes before the train
brought its expectant load. Jones staked a lot,
but found it was reserved for a park.\ Saw men cut
throats to get lots., Rode along dugouts where

"Sooner 8" had been living so they would make sure

of possession.

In /1894 Jones went to "hecotsh, where his uncle,

Davy Jones, was a geputy U. S. Karshal. He served

under him until '1897.
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It was during this time that he got the valuable
training he needed in the later years when he served
under iorton S. Rutherford as deputy U. S. marshal,
One of his most memorable esrly experisnces was
rounding up the Buck Geng. |

THE BUCK GANG - BEPT. - 1895,

This gang's depredations at their warst lasted
only ten deys. There were seven of them lead by
Rufus Buck \part negro) - a tough gang. 3ert Sallehen,
foreman of Zallahan's runch necr Okmulgee,’and
Sam Houston, a negro farm hand, were returning from
Olkmulgee, where they had purchased boots and saddles.
The Buok gang held them up, shot 7zllahan and Houston,
~woumding them-sljghtly - tock their possessions and
_ fled. Jones, at "hecotah, was the nearest officer.
He took John Magcaughen. and #. W. 3ray (an old cow man
still 1iving) - went to "allahan's ranch on Graves!'
Creek. Jonss camped out that night, next morning
went to the Buck's house -;nc men foilks there. The
Bugks had teken their lobt and gone about 30 miles
away to-the 0ld saw-mill near Norberg (near where

Wetumka is now).

- N L T Tttt vopara
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They robbed the store at Norberg - took food and
emunition. Then the geng -ceme back in the vioinity
of Okimlgee and étayed at a negro's place on Grave
freek. Jones had tried to intercept them but failed.
‘ A family by the .name of mith lived on a 1it£le
ferm four miles southeast of Buck's place (about ten
miles from Okmulgee)., MNrs. Smith, on horseback, wes
on her way to Ckmulgee when she was seized by the
outlaws and raped. The husband got in touch w th

Jones. Jones lay in wait around Buck's house, no

* gontact. Three days later “uck's sister Sarsh oame

along. Jones disarmed her,  The next 4=y an Indian,
Ben lLicIntire, reéorted to Jones that the 2ucks were
on top & nearby mount cin, and Jones slipped upon them
as they set around *heir -~ampfire scrting amsunition.

‘

The gang surrendered - Jones took them to Okmulgee

é n - r o . Waud * r._
v

démger of lynching, slipped them away down Okmulgee
creek to Deep Fork, then to Hitchita (midnight),
then'to Oktaha (on Katy rod,. Notified Ruther ford,
took them on into luskogee, hand-cuffed to the horns
af the saidle. Jailed them at !uskogee ~ then to

Ft. Smith by train - tried under Judge Parker amd hhnged.

399
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;n those early territorial days Indiaﬁ erimss
were hahdled by Indiényolicem,an - Light-horse men
they were ocalled. .heir method of punishment far
misdemeanors, or stealing horses - so many lashes--
third offense - death. =»n old shade tree southeesst
of vewoka 1s still known as the Wiipping tree. Jones
describers the punishment as he ssw it inflicted: the
victim's hands ware tied to a small tree, feet tied
together, a fence rail placed between - long wﬁy--
Indan fastened to rail - then a lizht horsemen with
a2 well sezsoned hicxary game 25 lashes, then enother
gave the next 25 - etc., 15- lashes was the limit.

an instasnce of Indian justice is shown in the
case of osmos lcIntire, FEorse races anu ball gemes

were good excuses to Indians who wished to fight ar

';get rid of = personal grudge. In 1894, at one of

these harse races held near “hecotah, Jonss was In
charge, and hed disarmed the Indians and stored their
guns at Russel's drug store (in Checotah, until the

race was over. Amos Kclntire, a fulltlood “reek ¢

’ Indian who lived on ”'Piger it., 20 miles west of "hegotah,
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had & fight with Les Adkins, half-breed “reek - who
had formerly been a U. S, deputy marshal out of

©  Ft. Smith. HeIntire left the horse race, went into
town, got his gun and met Adkins as he was on his
way to the drug stare - shot at him and killed
Adkins dead. Jones took !.cIntire to Ft. Smith -
where he lingered in jeil far a year until final
Jurisdiction in the case was given to the Indian
Light horssman., Thet is, liecIntire was turned loose
by the Federal Government - tried by his own people -
the “reek cdurt freed him. (kr. Jones says that
Lee idkins was the first ran ever buried in
“hecotah cemetery - Sept. 12, 1894.

PEM ERTON - TURNER GANG - 1885

-

Al Turner, Lon Turner andé a fellow named

~ = ~Pemberton were & gang of outlaws carrying on depred® -

D e ——————

- - -

tions near Kannford - stealing horses and cattle,
robbing small stores. Their headquariafs.wereat
Jane Owen's place on Polecst creex - & good-hangout,

surrounded by high bluffs,
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Sam Houston, a lexas o'utlaw, not any relation
to "’:I’he “zm Hous ton,” whom Jones hed known in the
days when he (Jones) was a cowpuncher in fexas, had
come to Jones about this time, elaiming that he had
refomied. He was going under the name of sam 3ell.
He had been in touch v th the Turner - _emberton
gang and they considered him one of their number.
So Houston (Bell; said to Jones, "I can turn that
gang to you without any trouble.™ Jones saiqd,

"Will you. ~ell, let's go to luskogee and talk
it over with .<utherford (Judge)." So Jones told
Rutherford the plan and it was asreed to pay Zouston
from federal fumds and use him as a stool pigeon.
S50 a detail of officers, Jones, ~edbetter

am ..cCann set out on pack horses to 3apulpa.

west of Sapulpe - about ten miles northwest of

Jana Owen's place. Houston joined the gsng. after
10 or 12 days the posse iried to werlay th gang
at night at the Jane Owen's placge--but failed.
Then thes outlaws went on a mcrauding expedition -
among other things they tried to rob a saloon at

-

Ingalls. Pemberton was wounded.

402
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They ceme back to Owen's place drunk. Houston reported
conditione to Jonms. Jones doped some whiskey, gave
it to Houston’and sent him back to treat the gang.
Thus doped it was an essy matter for Jones and his
éfficers to pick up the gang. They loaded them in

the hack like dead men, brought them to _ulsz, then to
vuskogiee, where they were tried and given fifteen
years apiece. s for Sam Houston - Jones let him

get away "acclidéntly.” Rutherford gave him a govern-
ment check for one hundred dollars. Houston told
Jones he was going to Texas to zive himself up.

as soon as he entered Texas territory, before he had
time to surrender he was met by officers and kllled.
The chsck was found on him - he hed not even had

time to cash it. y

%
NOSE MILILER GANG - 1895, ’

Mose lLiiller, (bed outlaw) Will Nale, Little

Henry Starr, 18 (eousin of Henry Starr. all Sherokees

and Andy Petitt and uresthouse, white men, all raised

in the "ookson hills, and had outlaw headquartsrs there,

They bhad becoms notorious for their depredations and
safe get-away. “hegotah had its first new bank--the

First National. =n 0ld man named Tom Watson who lived

403
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two miles east of Bond Switeh (Lenapsh) was approached
by the geng. In fact they had become s0 bold that they
t0ld him their plans. They ordered .‘!ats;)n to go to
Chegotah and get them necessary ammunition. They had
planned to rob the new Chegotak bank early the next
marning. atson immsdiately reported the plan to
Jones. Jones told him to go sheed as instructed by
the gang.

Now Joneé was afraid to let the gang attempt to
Tob the bank and seize them because a new building,
O;id Fellows Hall, was under construction next door to
the bank. Knowing there mignt be bloodshed He did
not want to endanger the lives of the workmen. So
esarly (befare dsylight) the next morning Jones took a
posse (N, G, Turk, Zilly .",arr, Sem 3aker among j:hem@,
and went to the outlaw's rendezvous. hey had told
+atson wherse they would be. -It was at Jehn ~organ’s -
place, five miles southeast of “heootah on Vells L.
The posse surrounded the rob,be'rs in‘a draw. They had
foaand their horses amd prowlinig\ around found the
robbers &alesp. «s daylight cé‘me they were helped by

\

an interesting natural phmomenl?n. 5 beavy fog proteat-

od the officedrs in their hid_eout& but in the draw below .-

A
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where the robbers slept the eir was clear. Jones
oal.led to them to surrender and the fighting started.
J’ones’shot at Greathouse end wounded him, shot glanoced
from tree and a queer fashion outlined his ékull.
Andy Petitt was shot through the stomach and died
later. Iiose liller, Starr and Nele got away in the
fogz. Theh posse followed them - got Starr slose to
Viarner, finally got lose :illsr, killed Hale. dudge
Thomas, at >uskogee, turned young Starr 100se on
perole, he made good. Iiller and Greathouse weré sent
to the pen.

' LON =RISTOW - 1897

Lon Bristow, raised at Choska Bottom's, ten miles
wes?t ‘of juskogee, got to stealing horses. Jones
arrested him and hse was sent to .eavenworth for fifteen
years. In ’trouble there, broke ‘out of the pen a year
later, killing the warden, "ame bagk to his Qxlehoma
hideouts. One dsy Jonss was in the vicinity of Okemah
serving subpoéxas t0o summoning some witnesses. He was
in his buggy‘ driven by a negro farm hand named Sam

3
Houston. Oh his way back to Cheasoteh he was coming
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ong the road nsar Hugh Henry's place (now Henryetta),
hen in a glade on Joal oreek across from him lim saw
tyo cempers. One of them he immediately recoér;ized

*

Lon Bristow, l‘:‘ Jones cross?d the oreek- of eourse
ietow recogniz;\d him. Bristow jumped behind his
with his gu\xlx resting on the saddle. Jones,
20\fdst away, had \elipped out of his buggy and stepp'ed
a tree, gun\leveled at Bristow. Cristow had ‘
en about Hougton, who had slipped ocut of the
\ buggy gotten behind Bristow. Jones called, "Throw
\that gu dowmn ar I'll. kill you," end at thet 11ke a
voioe of \a spook, .-oua\ton called, "Must I shoot®
Must I shoots” 3risto‘yg, frightened, dropped his gun
gnd smve up. Houston ;iicked up the guns and Jones
‘.‘ handouffed him. Bristov“; had a wagon team and five
stolsn horses. Jones took him to Muskogee where he
was tried end sentenced to be hanged. 3pistow hed a
wealthy brother. The sentence was reduced to life '
imprisonment, fineliy parcled in }912—-aoowding to
Jones' agcount.
Jones not only a marshal in those days but an

.

undertaker if the nmed arose.
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He regalls ths story of two cowboys (one named Fohn
Lovett) who worked at the McDermott ranch (1594).
.4n 0ld men (80 ye:axrs cf age) who lived nearby at
falvin was reported to have hidden treasure., The two
oowboys went to rob him, did not succeed, took him
down on the south Canadian river, tortured him by

?
burning one foot off. Jones) lark Moore and John

McCam went t0 the McDarmot: rench to get the boys.
Waited eight or nine days- still no cowboys. One
day fhfay saw & fellow come down a hillside to &
draw, hang up a bucket in the brush. iiack Moore
looked in the bucket and found food. In about wwo
hours the; m_gitives appecred, ready to eat. Told to
throw down their mins they put up a fight - Lovett
was killed, the other wounded. 3So Jones and his
deputies took the deed end wounded over to the
XcDermott ranch where theie was a-stare and black-
amith shop. Got lumber, made the poffin and buried
Lovett. Tales of stolen treasu;'e must have spread
far a few months for a few months lster Lovett's body
waa’ atolen fraom the érave. The other dowboy was
taken’'to Ft. Smith- plead enilty, angz was given five

4 ¢
YO&IB. - '

407



LaEEe e
24
2y

ks, WILLTAM FRAVK. TNDERVIEV.

&nother Indian who fell afoul the law was a

‘iittle Creek Indien by the name of Harmon Bernett
who lived near Gray's oreek close tg the High Spring
Mountain; 12 miles north of Shecotah (1895). He was
wanted by the Light-horsemen in another district
(between Okmulgee and Henryetta) for stealing horses
and”cattle. In a fight with the Light-homsemen,
Barnett killed two of them; they got him egain, and

* this time he killed\tyree of theun;nd esoapsd. He
mde his ;ay to "“hecotah. Jones was on the lookout
for him but did not know of his last killing. The
Light horse wers closé on his treil. An Indian boy
showed Jones where Bernett was hiding. Jones walked
up to him, t61d him to throw dowvn his gun and surrender.
He did. Light horse asme t0 claim him, but Jomss togk
ﬁ;m to0 Muskogee far the judge's decision. The Light
horse reguested the judge to é;ve them the Indian, and
since it came wﬁthin the Light horse jurisdiction, the
judge granted the request. Barnett was turned orer
to the Lighthorsemen who took him to & blacksmith and

| had shackles bradded onto his legs and arms. Took him

\ to the council grounds between Okmulgee and Henryetta’

408
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.vhere they chained him %0 a tree (no jail)., He
was ‘éentenced t0 be shot- Tiger Flat tc be the place
of execution. He was held for three weeks during
which time he almoet escaped. Then he paid the
penglty. . & white card to mark his heart - five Light
harsemen fired, one of them with a loaded gun.

7
CRAZy SNAKE REBELLION

W¥uch has been said and written about the‘ frazy

Snaks Rebellion, but a version given by ome who was
not only there but in major control during mmt‘of
the aotivity should be of value. Chitto Harjo (English
name Themes Jones) a fullblood Indian, became leader
amd made himself chief over about five hundred Indians
who galled themselves frazy Snakes. | They were made
up mostly of freeks and malcontents from the Cherokee,
Seminole and "hickasaw tribes. Many of them were freed-
men am halfbreedls. ) s

- @&W were -ordersd by the , Government

to go to Muskogee and file their claims on the 160 aores

——

of {and allotted to them these five hundred self-aalled

Crazy Smakes refused to go. Chitto Harjo was a leader-

-~

type and due to his teachings that, "Way back in

Alabama the government said, Go to this country amd we
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will give it to you forever’ and now we are only ask-
ing them to live up to that treaty they made before
we came here," they wanted to continue to hold all
the land they could and have their own tribal govern-
ment. The allotment would put them under federal
law. Their headquarters were at Hickory Ground, a
Creek Indian stomping ground south and east of Henry-
etta. '

when the Dawes “ommissio% begen %0 enroll the
Indians and C;azy Snake and his followers refused,
the commission had the feg;ral court issue a summons
to him to appear before the courtv and show some gause
for not enrolling. Jones at thié time was a U, S.
d;puty marshal end’ the sumuons was placed in his hands

t0 serve on "hitto Harjo. Harjo lived 14 miles west

of Bhecotah- had a good farm, plenty of horses, was

————

considered a "well set-up” Indian. He was & Very — —
per sonable sort of fellow, keen-eyed and shrewd. At
that time his two sisters lived with him. A son,

A~ 1 s

Thomas Jones, highly educated, was there part of the

time (said to be still living).

410
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Jonss (thé marshal) went fo Har jo's home, gave
a young Indjan interpreter a copy of the summons. He
read 1%, gave 1t to Harjo, who was\aitting neatby in
a wooden chai¥, and said, "All right," dropping the
paper in Harjo's lap. Jones rode off. Later he telked
to the boy (interpreter) who told him téat after his
departure Earjo had torn the summons up and stomped
it {n the ground. Harjo did not sppear before the
court. Instead he celled a meeting of his followers
at Hickory Ground. Then the court reissued a warrant
for arrest--contenpt of cowrt. Jones served this
warrént. Again the interpreter read zt to Har jo, -
who understood, got on his horse and pesceably went
to Checoteh with Jones., Jones then took him to !luskogee,
put him in jail. |

Harjo was taken befare the Uawes Tommission who

explained the enrollment plan to him. Ile made a ten-

tetive agreement, giving the impression that if freed

" he would induce his followers to enroll. Returned

home and called a meeting at the Hickory Ground. This
continusd for two or three weeks,and became so rampant
and almost savage at times that the nearby whites

became frightened. Ihe Indians even sent out notices
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%0 the whites that they were going Yo seize their lands
and live-stock-~claiming them as their owm. lr. Jones
says he saw some of the correspondence betwe;n Har jo's
interpreter and a .ashington lawyer indiceting that
this attorney must have xept the Indians stirred up
about their "so-called rights.”

The U, S. government sent & troop of ocevalry to
put down the uprising. In the winter of 1898, Judge
Leo Z., Bennstt sent Jones, U. S, deputy mershal, in
command of & troop to round up the rebellious Indians.
Jones established his headquarters at XZugh Henry's
(where henryetta is now) - and from this soldier's
cemp, would deteil groups of men to go out snd bring
in the beiligerents, (they had lists of names,., Mean-
time Grant Johnson, negro U. S. deputy marshal, as he
ceme in from Xufaula, stopred at larjo's house,
arrested him snd twenty followers and brought them to
the ocamp., Soldiers formed pickets and guarded them
there. vwith the use of interpreters and soldiers about
fi;e hundred wers rounded up. Nr. Jones recalls the
servige rendered by his interpreter, a Ei‘;ek Indien,
Amos Robinson by name. Various points of detention

. were made ~ one nsar where Vetumka is now, one at Mill
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Jreek. There was no resistance at this time, no
loss of life. °
They were teken to Musyogee, indicted, tried,

and sentenced to two years'in Leavenworth. They were
offered parole if they would enroll voluntaril&,
also allotment in the vicinij&*;g which they lived.
about Qalf of them kept the egreement. Those who
did not were arbi{;rily enrolled. Zrezy °nske him-
self was among the latter, also the well-knowm
Jeckson Barnett. 3y & strange quirk of fate the lands
given them arvitrarily lay in the district u%timately
to become a rich oil field ~ ‘ristow, Vilton, vUrum-
right.

| about 1902 "razy Snake celled the malcontents

(reduced now to about two nundred) to the 6l tiqkary
Stomping Gr;und - same reign of terror followed- arrests
followed. Graﬁt Johnson agein picked up Crazy Snake.
Harjo and his followers were actuglly sent to Leaven-
worth this time for two yecré, (Ear jo sent Feb., 15, 1902 %

Well, they served their time, did not meet again
until 1907, after statehood. It was their fall meeting
and stomp dence. Fearing trouble the shariffe of

Olkiulgee ani kalntosh ocounties were in chargs.

b J
Many of these statements, of course, are erroneus, but

it was considered best to copy them as given by the informant
e e Al D
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Soon mob violence and demonstrations against the
vhites arose. The Indians had their guns and guards
and resisted arrest. Jones as U. S, deputy marshal
was called in by the sheriffs to.take charge of the
situation. 7The Indians only recognized thaféuthority
of their own light horsgmen, ng regard foar state or
federal asuthority. Jones had about 25 men :nder him,
150 t0 200 Indians under Crazy Snake - and the battle
started. Ten or twelve of Harjo's followers were
killed- the rest fled. The, fugitives were ngked up
end jailed uyeneVer identifioation was mede,

Crazy Spake with a group of followers went to
his home. The white people in the vicinity became
frightensd and sent in & runner to “heaotah for pro-
tection. Dr. Ydom, sheriff of WeIntosh Co. .was not in
80 Jones piocked up a posse- Henry Odom (the sheriff's
son), Lee Bateman, Ed4 Baum, 8111y farr and Frank Swift
of Muskogee - all deputized. (This was in Feb, 1908).
The posse, well armed, <ot in a hack and went to Pierce-
one mile south of Crazy Snake's home. at Pierce (just
a 1little store), the posse was told that about 40
or 50 Indians were at Thotch Harjo's place - wown in

the bend of the N, Canadden river, four miles socuthwest

3
of Pigroo.‘
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sones and his men went on near the band, saw an
Indian running, arrested him, and found the gang
had crossed the river and.gone on to “razy Snake's
place.

Leaving Swift to guard the Indian, they went
as close t0 “razy Snake's house as the hacrs could

go. +hen they went to surround the house the

Indians saw them caming, broke from the housey ran

across an open glade and took to the woods, shooting -
at Jones and his men as they ran. Jones' men

returned the fire - Henry Odom and Zs<Baum werse

killed - seven Indians were killed, several wounded.
Jones éaid that Odom and Raum stood in an exposed

place while shooting instead of lying flet. Jones
marked the Indian who killed the officers, an old

freedman nemed Sampson 3rown. Jones fired ten shots

.at him, but Brown was 200 yards away, lying flat on

the ground. Jones t00k & vow to get him sooner or
later. It was now sundown. The rest of the Indians
mde their get-away - taking their aead and

wounded with them. They hid their wounded among
friends and soattered in different directions.

Crazy Snake was wounded - finally tsken into the
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Seminole nation where he leter died.

Jones, out of anmunition; confronted with
darkness, taking his dead,returned to "hecotah,
Governoar Haskell celled out the National Guards
under Roy Hoffman to follow up the Indians. l.ost
of them had fled apd identification was difficult. g
True t0 his vow, Jones got trace’UT_SEmgifn
Brown, the freedman who had xilled OUdom end 3aum,
Jones took a posse of seven men and made for Brown's
hideout. He was in a negro's house on a hill
(present locati on would be five miles west of
Muskogee on the highway, then two miles north). as
he desoribed it at that time - about one and one-~
half miles north of the old 3uzz Hawkin's place, a
negro house in the timber. (This was in ..arch -
1908). Jones and his man went over st night and
surrounded the place. at déylight 8 negro woman
came out to get some water. Jones stepped up and
said, "we want Sampson Srown." The woman, almost
whi;e from Tear seid, "He's nearly dead -~ there's
a bunch of niggere with him."™ Jones said, "You
get to tpat house, tell them they are surrounded.

Then you bring their guns and atewek them up where

I oan see them, or I'1ll blow you up."
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She brought the guns out and stacked them,
then she went back in and brought out the negroes,
hands~up. The posse took their guns, then searched
the men, Then Jones and Lee 3Zateman went into the
house, O0ld Brown (abowt65) was lying on the bed.

They searched the bed - then set him up on the side

of the bed, found he could be moved. “alled Liuskogee

for an ambulance, took him to luskogee - put him in
hospital roam in the jail. True t¢ the teachitngs

of Crazy Snake - 0ld Brown called f;)r a lawyer - in
fact asked fur’h,orton Rutherford himself. Rutherford
talked to l;im, fixed up everything to handle his
case;, Brown died the next morning. ‘

T‘he Nati onal Guard lingered to round up the
last of the “razy Snake fugitives. Jones recalls -
an almost fatal orossing of the K. Canadian (that
is- as.-it might have so effected General Hoffman).
Jones and Hoffman were crossing the N. Caﬁadian at
the Arbecka cras aipg - the river was up. They were
~on horseback. Hoffman's horse éot in the quicksand,
Hoffman jumped off in the water waist deep, grabbed

his horse by the heed t0 hold his nose up out of

the water - the horse made a lunge, knocked Hoffman
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under the water. Jones grabbed Hoffmen am carried
him out.;

S0 after ;en years ¢f intermittent strife,
malcontent IndiAns were taught to recognize the
national government, in neme if not in spirit.

INDIAN BALL GAVES (1894- 1910)

Beginning about 1894 &%;es was detailed to be
present at inter-tribal Indian ball §§mes.. At
first ﬁhese were played annually at differenf stonmp-
‘ing grounds of participating tribes. - These metched
games were most freﬁuently played at the "reek's
stomping ground at Hickory Ground about 7 or 8
ﬁiles east of ﬁhere Henryetta is todey. Tﬁe %eminoles
played near Sasekwa and the Thoctaws at Arkabdka,
"located in the bend of the Narth "anadian river near
vogtown settlement. .nother favorite place 'was
Tiger Fla t, south and west of Henryetta. Gnmes were
played during the year to eliminate the weéker -
players and then came the annual game to settle
champi onship.

These gameé were very cruel, really'seéﬁed more

of an excuse 1o inflict bodily punishment and even

up grudges with a goud fight, according to Mr. Jones'
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experience. They often spent hours in sparring
before the "chief"” ever threw .the bell., The last
matched Indian tribal game was played at ?iger Flat
in 1910, according to Mr. Jones. he was detailed
£0 preside in the interest of peace.

: As he remembers it was Sept. 25 - 1910. 3y
noon over a thousand people had gathered along the
lines. (The Light horse always had charge of these
games before statehood).. Indians had come from far
and near, farming a surrounding ‘camp. The game was
to start at noﬁn. Juite a horde ready far play -
25 t0 50 men on esch side, Husky bucks in breech-
clouts, paint and feathers. Counsgleé, talked and
wrangled until about 3 P.M. - then went to the goal-
counseled and wrangled- sparring for pésition for
another two hours. Then Kr. Jones said about 5 P.M.
the "Chief" tossed the ball iﬁ end the stampede
started. Not only stampede, but. gory fighting, -
sometimes fighting unto death. Fehr;ng such &n
outcome, kir. Jones fired into the air- é gignal to

stop the game. Not only did'the "law" stop this.

‘game, but the law @revented the playing of any nfare

)

’ <matohed Indian ball geme 3.
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\' One of ir. Jones' treasured possessions is a

fadz\ed picture of eighteen Deputy U. S. :srshals

sWoZn in under Judge S. !.. Rutherford {Muskogee) -
1897. Of these eighteen only four .are living today,
according to Mr. Jones: J. F. {(Bud) Ledbetter, .
Muskoi\gee; "“rocket Lee,%cAlester; Sidney Johnson,

Ft. Sx%uth and i, Frenk Jones, Tulsa.
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