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Lirnasus Be Ranck
Investigator
Rovember 5, 1937

Interview with Sam Manning, Higgins, Texas
Jos Ratliff, Shattuck, Oklahoma,

Austin Egglestam, Shattuck, Oklahoma, a.d
Dick “alton, Shattuck, Oklahoma.

Bazzard Roost.

Sem Manriing of Higgins, Texas, and Joo Ratliff, Austin
tggleaston and Dick Waltom, all of Shattuck, Oklshoma, are old timers
in "estern Oklahoma. They gave this information,

Buzzard Roost deserves being regarded as an outstanding lande
mark in the early histcrgéngr this a@tim of the Southwest as well
ss of Oklahomm, It was/;f-‘—c‘ivilizatim's first outposts in these
partse.

Sam Sanning of Nigegins, Texas, who was over this quartér of
the eountx;y a8 early as 1874 says it was established in the late
'7n's or about 1880,

in the hesvy timbgr about a mile east of where Buzzurd Cresek
conve ~gas with “olf foeok and in the bottoms on the south side of
Holf Cresk approximately three miles down stream from the present
town of CGage, this historic old stags line and "bull-train®
station was established. Here in the sheltersd demse timber multi-
plied thousends of buzzurds used to roost, so these old timers say.

nd 8o when the stage mmd "bull-train” station was established there
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it was named Buzzard Roost.

A picket=style log houss end a barnvwere built there;
a pickat corral for the st .ge teams; also a dugout or two
iroviding shelter for a few extra people who might sojourn
for a day or two or over-night. A ™mess" house was built
thereitoo, it being of logs set picketestyle.

Buzz :rd Roost was built there to accommodate traffic
on the old stage line coming out of Cemp or Fort Supply
following s southwestern course over the wild, open couatry
to Fort Elliott (Mobestde), Texas. At Buzzard Rooat the
stageaf fhangad teams goling and retwraing from Fort Elliott.
These stages carried mail as well as passengers: Thersfore
anyone wic wished could have their mail directed $o Buzzard
Roost as {ts final destination and receive it there. The
"bull-team” freighters between Forts Supply and Elliott
traveled this trall by Buzzaré Ruvost. The military line
fram Fort Supply to PFort Elliott passed right by Bauzzard
Roost. : <

The overlsnd atage and freight trail between Fart Supply
and Fort Elliott came in fran\tha northesat snd crossed Volf
Crpek at Buzzard Roost. Thence on for several miles it follow-
ad ths low-lends almg Wolf Creek. ibout halfway Ddotwesn the

toms of Gage and Shattuck it tock a generally southwestsra
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course and at Rock Cresk Springs, about 7 miles south of th;
present site of Shattuck was another astation on the trail, The
distance between thess two stations Buzzard Roost and Rock Creek
Springs was about fifteen miles, It is the contention, therefors,
of the old timers that the stages during those days betwesn Forts
Supply and Elliott actually traveled at a very spirited rats of
speed. The toughest and most hardy, wiry horses and Spapish mlas
drew these stages and, of course for ten, fifteen or sven twenty
miles they hiu. sufficient stamina and snduresnce to cover the dise
tance at "break-neck™ speed most of the way.

Intersscting the Fort Supply~Fort Elliott Military telegraph
1ines ani overland stage and freight trail at Buzzard Roost another
overland frefght trail oeme in from the northwest and @owed a
southeastern courss on to old Csatonment and Darlington Iz the
Cheyenne~-Arapaho eounisy. |

Hoover and Johnson, early-day merchants of Kiows, Kansas,
operated "bull-team” fraight wazons over ‘. well b&atan treil from
Kiow. down through the Chercokee Strip, right by Buzzard Roost and
on up Wolf Creek to their tradin post in the Texas Panhandle.
Buzzerd Roost fn the early days could have besn likened to a raile

rqad tearminal of modern times. 4nd Sam Mmining of Higgina, Texas,
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claims tl;at he nailed mmdreds of shoes on oxen that plodded
the trails by Bazzard Roost when it was & fumous outpost of
western clvilization two generations ago. Beymd a doubt
many famous men stopped at Buzzard Roost during the years it
was maintaineu in this sesction.
Just north across Volf Creek in the bottams was the old
K H Ranch headquarters of the New York Cattle Comapany,one of
the big cow outfits established in the Cherokee Strip when it
was lessed in 1883 by the Cherokee Strip Livestock Associatioms
Though separated by Wolf Creek, the K i haadquefrtera and Buzzard
Roost stage line station made a little carmunity there on the
creek as early as 1833.
Adout 18390 Buzzard Roost was abundoned ss a stage statiome
. The buildings, such as t&y were, stood on for a number of years.
¥here 1t once stood now lives an old ex-cowpunchsr offthe vast
H Steeple Ramoh, 'f’aﬂsat.s in this country during the esarly or
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