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. 4u intorview between Mrs. Matie Mowbray Thomas of Tulsa, and
rield Worker, Lawrence D. Hibbs. This story has never been
written béafore. ,
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EARLY DAY WEDDINGS IN INDIAN TERRITORY AT TULSA

-~

When ‘we f;ret came to ;gg\ian Territory in 1888, it was
not nesessary to have a_marrisge license, tut & lew wes pass- .
ed, I think in about 1886, making it c;mpu],séry o have a
-marriage license before ope "couid got married. For this
part of the country thewnly places you could ;;arocuxjo a

marriege license wers at Muskogee anli Vinita, Indien Terri-

tory.
My father, Reverend G, W. Mowbray, as a m;yfiater, was
the only one in this district who was empowerud to secure

these licensés and for quite some time he ‘did a large busi{

ness. ) ~

THE FOLLOWING INCIDENTS HAPPENED AT 4 LASPED TIME
BEIWEEN 1888 snd 1892,

1 rggxembcr one® couple that came to be married; the
mn, & white man, who could not speak ttw'(:reek l'anguage, .
end the woman, an Indian, who could, or would not. speak

the English languege. They came after dark bringing a

number of Indians with them, among them, an interpreter.
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coneiderable rain and the river was
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They ceme into the kitohen and didn't want any ¢

"of the family present but my father, naturally,

he being the minister. ﬁut wo were peeping
anyway, The coremony was performed and the
crovd left ito. mrtake of a feast A-Ia-Indian.
At another time a coujle came from across
the Arkansas River and as there was no bridge,
they had to some over a ferry. 'Theré haed been
/ running
high and was still rising, so ;.hia was haus\o

/

for the coupie to be in & hurry. £0 when the
i -

ferry arrived on the Tulea side of the river,

. they dispatched a rider after my father, ﬁ\?

drove with his team to the river and went onto -
the fgrry a:d parfomned the cerem@ end the
couple immediately returned tc the other side
of the rivqr.
Another ocouple had crossed at the same
time and had driven up to cu‘r house and they,
naturelly, were in a hurry—. 80 father married L
them as they sat in their buggy in a ;fou\ring

rain, while a friend of ours held an umbrella .
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over my.father.

On another time, 1 remember a cowboy and his
"Bride-to-be" had driven in‘ from & rench east of ’
Tulea,.‘ . They brought %ith them as a witness, ons
of their sisters. #¥hen my father was performing
the ceremony and he would aak the guestiona. ‘their
anawera would be; "Yep, or yep, I recknn. After

" the ceremony wz;s parformed, my tath‘er oongrei;uiatcd
them and remrked to t;he room that this should be
one of the happieat days of his life. The Groom
froplied,ip this’ manneyx; 'fsom seys ti\s. a;xd gome
says““tmﬁ."i\ ¥e heard luﬂer that they. went back

to the rench and hed a big dance and feast and

that it ail ended up in a free-fore-all.

Anotther time & couple came riding across
the gmirt;,wMth astride one mulg; and &8 they
approached, we wondered at “t;ho fantastic dress

éthe bride. A big diamond of a cont.raeting
color was sewad in the center of the back ot
both the waist of the bride, and the shirt of

the groom. fo ,
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Liptle bows of ribbon were tacked at evéry cone
"ﬂeoivable point, They leri after the ceremony
in the rain, walking arm in arm, leading tha;r
mule, seexingly pgrfeotly heppy. ; -
‘ Another cguple ceme one morning befors we
hed had our breakfast and wanted to see the Par-
son. We told him that he was sick. But he re-
plied: "¥al, 1 #ent to see him." 8o we took
him in£o father's room where he told father he
wanted to get married. Fether -asked him when,
and he said,.rnigh now, my gl she's out to the
L gite," So my father told him to bring her in
while he dressed and gn’a feu minutes they were
man ‘and wife. After the cafepany, we learnsd
they had walked sixtesn miles.
On anotﬁer occasion. father was askec to
g0 aigteon miles into tpe country to marry &
couple and it was rainingf but he went, taking
him until af&er midnigat to make the trip, and
v
gﬁﬁ back home. They paid him 8 dollar {0 make

the fripa



