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FRY, WILLIAM,. INTERVIEW, 9129
eBlsie A, Norris

Interviewer,
Ogqtodber 8, 1937,

Interview with William Fry
Lovell, Oklahoma
Re Fo D, 2
M. and Nes., Fry still live on the farm that Mr,
Fry homesteaded in the run for eclaims in the opening of
Oklshoma, on April 22, 1889, It is located three-
quarters of a mile east and cne-half mile south of where
the tosn of Lovell i8 now locsted, They have lived here
on their homestead for forty-eight and a half years,
They have celebreted their fifty-eighth wedding snni-
versary. They have ten children living.
Cn April 8, 1888, ¢, Fry left Junction Gity,
Geary County, Kansas, with a party of sixteen men, A
part of this group were on a hunting trip; seven took
homesteads in the Run, and two of this party are all
who are alive now, They are Dan Dyche the youngesg)and
#11tam ¥, Fry the oldest who is eighty-six years old,
These men a&l went down to Arkansas City and waited ten

days until april 18, then they came down to the Oklahoma

line. The Salt Fork River,where Pongea Ci{ty {s now located,

was bank °full, and the soldiers floored the railroad
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bridge between the #aile, so that they couldi cross, as
there wasn't any other way that they could ctoss. There
were no wagon bridges and the river was up t90o high to

ford,

They started at the line -here Orlandq is now

loocated on April 22, 1889, at twelve o'clock Poqn' There

were soldiers st tioned all along the line an% exaatly

at noon, they fired guns which were signals to start,
This party of men from Junction City wéreon horse-

back; they laft their covered wagons wﬁere they had oamp-

ed close to the line, but Mr, Fry says th re were people

o

n horses with blind bridles and an old quilt on the horse
for a saddle; others in spring wazons, When a spring
wagon would get into the first diteh it would take almost
a week for the driver to get {t out,

The group Mr. Fry was in all scattered when they
started out, exeept Mr, Fry end Pat MeGinty, & friend of
Mr, Fry) from boyvhood.s They stayed together and abdbout
four o'eloek on that same afternoon they‘reachod the farms

that were to be their homes, There is a ocreek running

through the Fry farm known as Rock Creek, At the opening
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it had lots of oclear water in i{t, and not any sand but
‘there was not mu~h timber, Now {t is filled up with
sand, and {8 dry about half of easch year, but it has lots
of timber on it nows “

Mr, Fry and Mr. Pat MoGinty each staked f rms in
the same seation, bpth in the same se~tion in wnich the
town of Lovell is n%w 1ocat;A. Mr. Edd MoGinty and My,
George Languein, br%ther-in—l&w of Mr, Frv stayed with
the wegons at the e*mp on the Orlando line,

Next day after the run Mr, Fry started deck on
horseback after their wagons, Pat MaeGinty stayed here
on their claims, There was not any road baek but Hr,
Pry started ocut over the prairie northeast n:il he
ceme to the camp at Orlando; he killed two wild turkeys
out of a flock he ran into, He got the wagon and the
men all came bagk t. their homesateads the next day.

The road from where Marshall is now located was beaten
into a good path the next day., They lost their drink-
ing cup and all of them had to drink coffee ocut of the

coffee-pot,
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The eountry had all besn burned off early that
Spring and the grass was good at the time ofggﬁonpen-
inge It looked just like a cattleicountryﬁjbut nodbody
had any cattle,

There were no roads, just ody trails. Next day
the men looked up lines\and staked out claims, There
were no fences anywhere and {t was a dismal looking
place, Pat kept saying, "Fry, are you going to stay~"
Mr. Fry replied, "I'Jr got to stay,Ixhaven't any place
else to go." |

They dug a little place close to the creek for
their drin«ing water and drank that until the nmiddle of
the Summer. : ‘2

A few days after »r, Fry and Pat MeGinty settled
hers, a brother, Mr. Tém MeGinty,came in from Texas with
his femily and staked Ais 0l im {n the same section with
the claims of Fat MoGinty and William Fry,

At first Mr, Fry and Pat had to go horsedbagk to
Guthrie after their mail, Nobody got s«ny papers, nothing

ocame only lestters, Theifirot letter Mr, Fry got he paid

\
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fifty eents for it. The men were lined up fifty deep
and each man could ask for mail for two so ¥y, Fry got
a mn up in front to ask for his mail and paid him
fifty cents to get him his letter, The qu before {t
ecost $1.,00 to have a man up in front ask for your mail.

Guthrie townsite was lald out before the country
was opened, There were 1ot; of grocery stores in tents
with lumber frames,

The post offfce at Guthrie was estadblished as
soon as the country was opened, They left the blooek
the post offiee is now on &t Guihrie for a post office,
It has always been therg:rtrq}“;n the tent, then in a
board building and now in 8 brick building,.

’ The way they got the mail *pey would let four
or five men into the building and a\soldier would put
a gun aqross the door in front; then\hrter they had
gutten their mail the men would go out the back, and
tharo was & soldier thers with a gun to see that ng
one got {n the back door, Some men would buy all the
.poatage stamps they had at the post office and peddle

them on the street for 1O cents apiece, Mr, Fry had to
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pay 10 cents for the first two ecent postage stamp he
bought {n Oklahoma,

They next got their mail at Alfred {now Mulhall)
as well as thelr groceries, A man named James started
up a groeery store and pcst office and called this post
off{ ‘e Standard, It wss abiut three miles east of
Fry% . Later they moved this post office to irerth, one
mile north of where Lovell i{s now located. After the
railroad was built from Guthrie to Znid and the town of
1,ovell started the post office was m:'ved to Lovell -
where mail carriers delivered the mail on rural routes,

In May, the next month after the Opening,lr. Fry
went back to Kansas after his wife and six children who

‘had stayed at the home of his wife's father in Junction
City.

Three of these children wer- of school age and
there was not a sign of a school or anything else much,
Just the preirie, The family came to Alfred on the
train, as there was a railroad running through there
when the sountry opened, They atrrived in Alfred the

next day after Decoration Day,.
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Mro George Languein met them in his covered
wagon, and they camped on a little cresk oloee to Mul-
hall for three or four da;}i) wai ting for their furniture
to come$ they had shippgd their furnituré before they
lefte All they had to sleap in was the coversi wngon,
some slept in it and sowe undar it, Mulhall was just
a tent town then with a railroad station,

After their furniture came, the Fr: family start-
ed out for their homestead twelve miles west of Mulhall,
Mrs, Fry and the children were very snxiocus to get to
their new home.

There was not 8 sign of a road to follow over
from Mulhall, but they had their ax~ and shovel in the
wagon and thay had to make their own road as they went
alonge They had a terridble time as there were sc many
little oreeka to cross and no hridges so they just took
their shovel and went up crd down the banks of the creek
until they found a suitsble olage to eross, and then dug
down the banks of the cresek and farded the atrosms,
¥hen they got to their homestead near Lovell, ¥rs, Fry

felt very down-hearted at the desclate looking plags,
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that they have called their home for the past forty-
eight and a half years,

There wasn't anything but Just'a prairie with
some trees and with a ereek running through i{t, Just
a tree and that old covered wagon for shelter. Their
firat ni«<ht here Mrs. Tom MeGinty and her children
drové down in their covered wagon and apent the night
vith the Frys here in their yard, They had known each
other in Kansas before they came here.

A8 every one here was in the same condition,
whenever a family went to see another fam'ly they would
tage their covered wagon to sleep in if thev stayed ell
night,

Soon after Mrs, Fry and the achildren came they
dug & dugout and ecovered {t and fixed a @savas tent and
cooked in it and ate in i1t all summer and slept in the

dugout and in the covered wagon, They hed no milk, no

butter or anything else much; they had to buy everythinge

There was not a chiocken, cow or arything on the

farm except the three horses ¥r. and Mrs, Fry had brought

wvith them.
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They had to go to Mulhall or G thrie to get their
groceries, They either went horseback or in the wagon
and {t{ was én all day journey and as there was no road
and no bridges the, would cross tne Cimarron River close
to the railroud bridge end sometimes the witer would
come up into the box of the wa Un.

Mrs. Fry would get up in the morning and listen
to see if she could hsar a rooster crow or a cow bawl,
but she eould never hear anything like that.

Tnat Summer almost sveryone left here and went
to find work and Mia. Fry 414 not ‘<aow anyone avound
here for miles and non@ered #hat they wiuld do if any
of them got sick as there was not a doetor around and
no town any closer than Alfred (Mulnall) and that was
nothling but a teni town.

The next year they all had malaris and chillse .
and they would keep quinine on the table and would take

1 in large dodses to bresk up the fever, They poured
the doses of quinine >ut into the palms of their hands

a8 thay did not have ocapsules in those days,
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The second year they were here they all had the
La Grippe or Flu and there was a _doetor who gsve medi-
oine in a glass of water end stirred {t un with his
i ngere. He wdﬁ§§ walk throuzh the ceountry to doetor
péoples Finally they heard of a Doctor McPeek who
lived between their homestead and Mulhall and they had
him in all of the sio<ness the family had, se 1ling ns
he lived and by that time thers were other doctrrs coming
here to these 1ittle tonwns that had bsgun to start upn,.

There wore -0 telathones then and when anyone want-
ed a doctor, som2 one wsuli get 9on s horse and go sfter
himy then ths doctor would get on a “orse or else drive '
a buggy snd it would bte 8 long time befcre the doator
would come,

-~ In July of the first vear, Mr, Fry and Tom MoGinty
dug & well in front of the-place where the Fryé hiuse
now stands; th~y dug it with a spade and ‘shovel andi when
they satruck rock they used dynamite to blast and went
through six feet of rock and struck sood drin<ing water
at thirty-two feate This well is still etanding in front

of their house beside the road, They wulled {t up with
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rock and used & bugket and rope to draw wuter withe

That Fall they hauled lumber fram Guthrie to
build a kitohen, They would get/"aﬁ? ;tart to Guthrie
at three A, M, and would not get home until twelve or
one o'clock that night. It tock several days tn haul
enough lumber with team and wagon from Guthrie to
build one rooms

In November of that yesr ¥r, Fry went back to
Kansas after his cattle; pe had left thirty-one head
in a pasture up there, He shipped them to Hennessey,
as the railroad was built to Hennessey and as far as
Kingfiai'xer the summer aft=r the Gountry was Cpened.
He drove those cattle afoot seross the prairie and
as there was not any road, he went by direction, It
cost him half what the ca?tle were worth to ship them
here,

They ocut scme posts {n the timber south for
four or five miles to thin the trees out and bought
some posts at 2 cents apiece and mede a small pasture
and thor; was a school querter, a half mile south,
that they "day-herded"™ on, as there was no one living

on i,
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Mr, Fry apd Pat McGinty bought a plow together
the first year, Mr, Fry planted some sod eorn with an
ax, it made a 1ittle, Mr, Fry bought a new.ﬁowigga
machine and rake and putlup lots af prairie hay. There
was grass that Fall as high as a horse's back eve;ywhere.
Mr, Ery put up fifsy tons of grass for himself and cut
twenty-five tons for Pat and Tom MeGinty, and while they
were in kﬁﬁsas shucking corn, there was a prairie fire
which burned all thei; ﬁay.

One day while the grass was so high they scared
up a deer gnd followed him thr&ugh the gfass for a
céupig of miles until finally Mr, Fry and Mr, Whitwon
killed him and divided the deer meat among all their
neiéhbors.

In the Fall of the first yeg? they bought nine
hens from a man that had brought them here from Kansas
and could not buy feed for them and they got their
start of chickens from these hens,

In those days Mrs, Fry baked all their bread and
made all their clothing including Hen's shirts and

4

overalls,



368

FRY, WILLIAM. INTERVIEW, 9129

13
The first four or five years were real pioneer

days betoré//ge country was settled upe There were
no social activities or any where to gos It was five
years after the country wss settled up before there
were any acti;itiea in a social way and then they be-
gan having carpet tacking parties, when they tlied rags
fo make rag carpets and had quilting parties among
the neighdbors, and there would hg spelling schools,

| Pebple lived on as little as they could, mostly
bread and molagaea and two Christmaseé went by without
a bit of sugarﬁin the Fry house,

By the first yesr everyone had a dugout or a
little shaek of soms kind to live in and they spent
most ;f the second year breaking sod; Mr, ng gave a
man a cow to bregk sod for them with a team of oxen,

During the first ten years here My, and Mrs,
Fry raised sorghum cane, had good eorops of wheat and
oats, lots of hay and a gorn crop every year; they
raised hogs encugh for their own meat and had a few to
se}l. They always kept lots of cattle and had fat

cattle to sell, also wheat and corn as they raised
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big corn crops.s The corn =014 at 40 @enta‘a bushel
at the arid, ‘ ]
Mr, Fry got money enough ahead to put—up.&
little bar£ for the horsez and cattle and he put up
othér improvements such as fences and oorralé and
they also built én addition to their house éné some
porahex, i
The first year the Fry family was here they were,
not assessed any taxes. They had no éaxes and no
8chools, ‘ | v
The second year the settlers allfagfeed that
each one should furnish & log to build a one rom%alog
achoél house.. Eaeh person furnished a log of a gor-
tain length brought from the timber and six men met
and started to build the school house afd the rext day
another dunch came und when they got the house up they
-borrowed $4,00 f; pay for having it ccvered and fioored.
A sawntll had been sterted in the timber.
The Legislature hed set sside an acrs of ground in esach
dissriect for school ground and Jim McKsy owned the farm

the school acre was on and he gave the agre to
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the school diatrtet and they afterward baought anotha;
acre from Mr, ﬂckfélo who had bought out Mr., MaeKay,

The seéonn yeér they were assessed & little
on personal bélongings and they had a 1little tax,
and they had a three months s¢heol.

¥r. Fry was Treasurer of the school for several
' years; he had a large family of children to send to
schos)l a8 seven more children were born to him and Mrs,
}ry after they came to QOklahoma - and he was very
interested in getting the schools started, e

The first teacher was (ora MgNally, Mrs. Hogland
was her name after she married ~ she still lives at
Covington.

At first thay had a three months school and the
teagher's salary was $30,00 a monthe The children went
to sehool {n this log school house for five yeasrs, It
took all the personmal tax money to pay the teacher. The
personal property was all that was assessed, The land
was ndt assesssd until the honesteads were proved up

and the owners got the deeds, It was five ysars before

Mr. aad Mrs. Fry got the deeds to their claims,
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Bafore the land was assessed the settlers took
subseriptions to build & new one room frame building
for a school houses

Every one in the district:who was able gave
§5,00 and a good many gave a littls. They had a hard
time getting school started, as there were so many
single men here and people who wrre waiting for the
Strip;to opbne Some people had no children and were
not i{nterested it school and some were t00 poor to
help anye. They hauled the lumber for the school from

*Guthrie for nothinge A carpenter worked for a very
amall sum and some of the men in the district worked
on the scheol for nothing,

They ceould not vote honds-as nobody would want
them since the homesteads were still Government land.
After they had taken up a subscription they still owed
$35.00 on the school house. They had neck tie parties
and finally had a danas and 'a gupper in the new sshgol
houses The pseople in the distriet cooked the food and
Mr, Fyy went around over ths northern part of the

district and gathered up the food and Jim Lovell went

around over the scuthern part and gathered up the food,

b
‘.
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The women of the diatriet fixed the supper
and served ;t in the 0ld log school house; the charge
was $1.00 a couple to dance and eat supper. After
this they still owed $7.00 so they sold the old log .
school house to Sam Taliaferrs for $16.00. That put
them out of debt and left a little money for incidentals,
It took alll the tax money to buy seate, By this time
the land ﬁa taxed and they had four or five months
sghool a year,

Two or three years later this school ho.se was
struck by lightning; one Monday and the lightning rip-
ped up the wall of the west end and the floor. Luckily,
school had been "let out" on the Friday before, "The
ﬁeaohg;;’s desk was ‘split in pleces, |

’,/ A few years later this school house burned, s0

- they built a new.one room frrama buildfing where they had

,ﬁchool for eight months, After the country was settled
up and improved they voted $800.0b in bond.s and lsater,
after the town of Lovell was built, they needed more
room and so they built two mgre rooms on the west end -

of the aghool house which thé? had, and employed three

<



/ 373

1{. WILLIAM, . INTERVIENW, 9129

7

I (,;&
' 18 ,

toachers for a~nino~menthsL;ehool'-The¥;uaoﬁ,theae

first school houses to have Sunday Sehool and Chureh

in as there was no church juilt then around any where.
About a year ago the people of the Lovell

soummnity voted bonds and huilt a $10,000,00 two

room brick school dbuilding with a basement, furnace

and stags, to be taught by two teachers.

/ The roads were made sloﬁiy but graéually. The
first settlers had a tug of war in this eocuntry. They
heulsd their grals $o Mulhall with only cne bridge be-
twsen here and ther#. But after they got organized
here after the fira[ few years, they opened up seqﬁion

. linga, graded the r?ads a little and eagh man was
assessed a £4.00 pqil tax for work on the roads. When
'they got more tax m§nay they gradually built bridges
worked yoada. |
The railroad was built in 1903 fram Guthrie to
Kiowa and the towmn ot Lovell was started with elevators
and a gotton gin so that they could market their grain
and cotton without hauling it 80 far. My, James moved
' his store from Standard to Lovell and othexr stores were

started,

e Lo DA [EOTE - —
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The first bridge was built aarosas Rook Greek
in 1903 in place of- the ford in front of Mr. Fry's
house, This bridge was washed nway twice in a ralse
that brought the dreek up level with the floor on

Mr. Fry's poroh, but was later rebuilt and anchored

and is still siandinge.




