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Ficld Worker's name Anna Re Barry
This roport madc on (date) Qotober 13, 193 9

1. Name Williem E, Fryberger

2, Post Orficc Addruss - El Reno, Oklshoma
’ L

, <
3., Residence addrecs (or location) 601 South Hoff Sireetd
4, DATE OF BIRTH: Month November Day %0 . Yoar 1854

15, Place of birth webash County, Indiana

6, Name of Father John Pryherger Placec of birth Pennsylvenia

~

) Other informat ion about father

7, Nems of Mother Mergeret (Bonewitz) Frybergamiacc of birth Ohic

Otner information atout mother

Notes or complcte rarretive by the field worker dealing with the life and
story of the person intorviewcd, Ruf.r to Manual for suz:csted subjects
and questinns, Continuc on blank sheccts if necessary and attech firmly to
this forms Number of sh:cote attached .
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Anns R, Barry,
Journalist,
October 13, 1957,

An Interviex with Mr. ¥Williem E. Fryberger,
601 south Hoff Street, El Reno, Oklahome,
Williem E. Fryﬁerger is 8 pioneer merchent of

El Reno; he has been identified with this pioneer town
since April 22, 1889, A% the opening of the original
Oklahoma Territory, fqor rore than forty years he has been =
in business in El Reno until two yeérs ago"wﬁen he wes
made head of 8 wholesale and retail department stare at

El Reno end he also has & large esteblishment at Minco.

-Bewwasﬂr1ﬂnuqrinnnﬁ%ss iian o ‘about thirty-five when he
came to Oklahoma,hisiearlier business experience having
been acquired in Jowa end in Kansas.

¥illism E. Fryberger w: s born in ¥Wabash Ooﬁnty,

-**Tndrﬁﬁi:Eﬁ‘NEVGmbef‘Sﬁj 1854, asnd when eight years of sge
removed with his perents to xairrielé; Iows. His father
John ¥ryberger,a native of Pennsylvania aﬁd of Germen
stock, married Margeret Bonewiiz, wo was born in Ohio in

1830, They were merried in 1845 and she died at Fairfield,
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Iows in 1878.. His father, John Fryberger died in 1910
et Soldier, Xensas. There were nine children in the
Fryberger family, eight sons and one deughter.

%hen ¥illiem E. Fryberger was eighteen yeers of
8ge and had acquired & fsir education in tHe publie
schools, he entered the printing office of "The Common-
wealth" et Bloomfield, Iowa, end learned and followed the
printeré trade for five years. He then geve that up not
being satisfied with ibs oPporfunities, ang for the next

five years wes in the hardware business.

In 1885, he moved out to Soldier, Kansas, end followed

D DI

~—— ~the Hvestook THAUSEE 15 thet losality until 188e , *hen
be participated in the firat great rush of white settlers
into Oklehome Territory. Soon after coming to El Reno he

opened & wholesale grocery located om South Bickford Street

Ina frame buildung 18:24 feet; he efté;wards added_a re;

teil daﬁartmqnt store, and a netural outgrowth of the

husiaens wa2s the esteblishment of snother store at Mineo.
Among the people who flocked into Oklahoma for the

vpening were every class of pecple snd men of every tradse;
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there were merchants, doctors, carpenters, lewyers
and ministers of the gospel; the mlni;tars busied
themséivesﬁin selecting and securing building sites for
houses of worship. The opening day April 22, 1889, was
on Mondsy. When the ee;enth day ceme it was recognized
88 s day of rest, every business house bid every place
_of amusement closed, while practicelly the entire popu-
lation attended church services ei ther in the open air
or in & tebernacle tent.

!

When this country was first settled it was aﬁgreat

pléggure Tor ¥r. ?rybérgar to got in his buggy and d¥ive —— - — - -
for miles, stopping at practiceliy every homesteaders
plece he ceme $o; in & very short time after the opening

the homesteaders began breeking smell patches of sod end the

planting of corn, cane and vegetsbles on the sod; not meny

settlers expecta@ to reise much of a crop the first yesar

88 it was so late in the spring when the opening.occurred,
but in most instances the task of builcing improvements wys
left unt;l the first plowipg snd planting could be donr

families living in camps while this wes being done.
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The homsstesders houses et first were mostly built
of sod or were very small frana.housea and‘usually little
log huts served as homes where légs were available along
the rivers end creeks. then lumber yerds were opaned up
for business and building material beceme more easily
Qecured,better freme houses begen to mske their appear-
ence upon the homesteaders?! claims. |

Mr., Fryberger's store was among thé‘ieeding stores
in E1 Reno. He sold goods to Indians in the eerly dayse
The Indian women usually ~arried the money of the family

snd samptimes they carried .asmuch s#s8 two hundred silver

dollars in e Plour sack. Nftentimes if their money was
in bills they would pﬁt it into pockets mde on their
dreases. Another strenge thing sbout Indiens buying in a

store, they just bought one thing at a time end paid for

it before théy would look at anything else.

Uyring this time Fhe Indians dbought expensife blankefs:
in winter they bought the bright colored wo;l bianketa and
in sumer silk blenkets edged in deep fringe. These

blankets renge in price from twenty to sixty dollars each.

-
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These Indisns selected the blankets with the brig:.test

colors regardless of quselity. During these early vears

Mr. Fryberger's store sold s lot of beads and buckskin

to the Indiens. His store wss also a stopping plece for

the early day sevtlera as well as for the Indiens.
Péﬁp;e'in tidé;'days did not come to town ss often

as they do today; a family ususlly bought enough food .

to last at leaa} a month an& if they lived a long distance

they cume to town once in sbout every six months because

of the slow wey of traveling with a tesm and wagon.

THe Tirst sutomobile—wes brought to-El-Rero-4n-1900 .
by T.7. Hensley, 920 West Wade Street, an early day nevs-
paper publisher here. The car wes of the topless type,

seated four passengers and groped its way aroynd after

~8eTk with-oil lighte. ihis horseless cerriege was called =
e "Durling", and resembled a horseless buggy as it chugged |

its way QOwn El_Renq'a unpaved streets. This sutomobile

traveled at the rste of ten miles an hour, These pioneer

hoigseless carriasges were the forerunners of extensive
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highway development in Oklahome; without them winding
dirt lenes would still make up the states highway system.

El Reno's first big parade occurred in 1890, when
Covernor Stesle made his first official inspection trip
here. The Fifth Cavalry from Fort Reno snd the Indiens

' Joined in the celebration,
“ El Reno hss grovn from s prairie village into & tom
of real importance in the stste, with the building of the
Angtine Hote]l the Kerfoot Hotel and the moving of éﬁe femm s
Caddo Hotel, which was built in Reno City and moved across

the North Csnedian River in 1890, 1t was located where the

ens o g T s s Amne
e — A % e

T MagholiE a8 Station how stands at the cormer of Roggilslaﬁgm
and Wade Streets.
But as time passed the Indians chenged end elso the
white men who filled this county.
—The Indiens saw the very first iron horse which came

into thia country in Juns 1890, they noticed thet it or

rather the "wegons behind" were loaded with lumber, with

food in cans and with clothss to wear. These Indians saw

s et T
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the white man send his grain to the mills end get it
back, béﬁutifully ground in clean sadk5 {nstead of having'/
his squaws spend days of backabredkiﬁg labor grihkding it
betwaenkiuo stones, the Indiens decided that theysgoo‘wou;ﬁ
raise corn, pigs and chickens on this fertile lend insteed
of roaming the prairies. ~
Mr. Fryberger hes. served ss a member of the City
Council and the School Board and has taken part in every im-
portant movement in El Reno during the lsst fortye-eight years.
On February 25, 1879, he married Miss Cora Bells Fortune,

Her parents were Jesse and Lucy (Martin) Fortune, who werse

born in Indiana and spent most of their lives in Davis COunty,

*h
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Iown. Nr. Fryberger and wife (now deceased) have one danghter.

Blanchs, born June 11, 1881, who is the wife of Harry Lee Fogg,
e prominent lewyer of El Reno snd they have two chiléren,

William Lee and Rupert,

Today Mre. Fryberger is located in dbusiness at 202 South
Beckford Street, making hand-made furniture. He has observed
many changes in Canadian County in the forty-eight years he

has been in buainess in El Renc.



