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_Rovers H, Boatman, .
“Interviewer,
August 24, 1937, | ]
An Interview With Nelvin Freepan,
Blanehard, Oklahoma. Ro%te f4o .
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I was born in Murray County, Gedr51;:733ptemher
1, 1854, and there I lived and grew up. In 1878,my
fether's family and T left Georgle. Ve had a wagon and
@oam.aﬁd started out for Arkansas, | ‘

Weagons and teams weralfhe enly gonveysnce we knsw
‘then bhesides a few s¥pamb0&$a ép\thp river, 50 we 0ross-
ed the ngais:i#pi‘ﬂivor at Memphis, Ténﬁeaaeo? on a
steamboat, Then, after six wssks Of weary travel we
finally gett;gd near Qzark, Arkanaug, and here I was
marxigd, | ) |
- Art;;\tuélya years there I left Arianses yiﬁh a
wagon ipﬁ t;am and grossed the Arkansaahnifer on a ferry
boat at Fort Smbth, Arkansas, and headed for Texas in
1687, | |

I croaaohined-aﬁkar at Doni@on, Texas, on a rerr§
© Woat. Denison wis £Ive years old at thet time, the first

building nmng besn built in 1882, I rewained there

t111 1896, then egain haynessed my team and started for |
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the Territory with a faw eattle, this time crossing
Red River By fording it. A 1ittle %m ferry boat 1

“““too-tiawmtoxwa;hnagk*2£~gg§t1e and the river vas

shallov onoqgh at aeveral places to rord. '

I,eottled on Mi1l Oresk, qdme sixtpén_miiea.frog: i
Davis, in the Chigkesaw Nation, There ;ere lots of /
Indians 15 that qoupﬁry'and'l at onge aet out to make /
‘grte'ziia“n‘th'the'm.g 48 the Ohickesaw tride was @ very
; peaceful and friendly people I soon gelned their
friendship. I would ki1l & big heef and baéb‘ee{xe w/
and invite them in for a feast and many aecépted mylj
invitatinn. Ve would have an ell day baybecue and/aomo
: of tho Indians voq}d etay far into the ntzht, theq may-
be next morning eame or them would cgms over and want
Qma to 16t them help do sansthing 1n return. | _
I took a lease from a Chickesaw Indian, W!il Pyson,
wno was a great leader emorg the tribe, He wai a very
peculiar Intian, overy time I would mast him Ne would have
~his pipe and always aay,"qbta~$o-b§n-da savy?” ‘ "
I started clearing out some of the land ror a crop,

/

Nt remainod in the noi buaincna alao. The. greatoat
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culty there was that thérs were ne. roads and
no ohurches or qohéols.\ ’ oo

I cut logs and bﬁift a small house with a dirs
loor and oo§e;ed‘it with boards made f2om post oak

t{mbar, g ; o

My trading post wae old Davis, vhiéh was looated
near the Washita Hiver: It was one of the firet towns
ever established in the Chickasaw Nation. Devis hes
grown %0 & very good sized town, still located at the
vory place qf its !ant starting, It was in 1898 that
a man by ‘thée name of J. B, Fisher cams to Sulphur épriné
(there wa2 only %pe spii;g there then) and there was a
big eott&n:xhod log étickihg in the ground ni%h the
uater cumdng out the kuyt holas. This men put iy @
atora and :ocn anqthay/;amq then another, it seemed as
though Sulphur vould he a great city tn only a very
short time, . / /C . ‘ :

A peroon had ;o be vony alort and uatchfhl at all
times for thc rattlgan&kea, they 'nre Yery numerous,
Sonotimns as msny aa fifteen or t'anty gould §e found

in colonies. Thox‘ vere what wers called snake dens in
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‘resume thelr journeys -/

‘tau supposed to kecep my cattle off his lease,

SRR K , $Z£H3|
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winter when the weather was very coids A den gould

. bs dug into end the rattlers would s just pilled up,

great Tolls of them rollsd together.  Rattleanokes
travéiOd-i; eolonies as a rule and at négﬁ¥'thby have
sors sagluded place such as & hollow log or & hole in
the grougd and 1n‘auch-p;aobs great numbers of them have

bean found, though next morning they all come out ahd

With the development of Sulphur the country was
sottled a0 fast it oould hardly e told how it anl /
happonad.f Toupa'began.to spring up, railroads were built

almoat in every direction, roads were esteblished per-

manantly, wridges built; people just seemed t0 coms from

no whers. The change was 80 fast & herdly knew where I
was until I found the land was all bdeing leased. I wasp
{n a pogy position with & bunch of eattle an far as a \

free range was concerned, for when & man took a lease I ‘ \\\

I decided to move where the town of Didhble is now.
I have lived here for thirty-seven years and sxpg¢ct to

remain here the rest of my life, as I am growing vary

- feoble and there is not any other piaeo I could eall home,
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