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Freeaan,An Interview With Melti
Blanehard, Oklahoma, Ito

I was born In Hurray County, Georgia, S»ptember

,1, 1854, and there X lived and grew up* In 1875^my

father*s family and I left Georgia* We had a wagon and

team and started out for Arkansas.

. Wagons and teams were the only conreyance we knew

then besides a few steamboats on the river, so we cross-

ed the Mississippi River at Memphis, Tennessee, on a

steamboat* Then, after six weeks of weary travel we

finally settled near Osark, Arkansas, and here I was

married* • . . .

, After twelve years there I left Arkansas with a

wagon and team and crossed the Arkansas River on a ferry

boat at 7ort Sntftb, Arkansas, and headed for Texas in

1887* * -" •

I oroassd. Bed River at Denloon, Texas, on a ferry

boat* Denison was five years old at that time, the first

building having been built in 1888* I remained there

till 1890, then again harnessed ay team and started for
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the Territory with a few cattle, Ihls time crossing

Red River fry fording it* A l i t t l e old,ferry boat Is

~' <f«p«- •*A«-AH» * t^pjwhjrfjtiitt.^ and the river was

shallow enough at several places to ford* \ ""

I settled on Mill Greek, some sixteen mliee from /

Davis, In the Chlokaa&w Nation* There were lots of

Indians In that country and X at once aet out to make
- - - - • • > ' • - " ' / .

friends with them, kz the Chirke.sew tr i t e was a rery

peaceful and friendly people X soon gained their

friendship. I would k i l l a »lg >eef and barbecue i t

and Invite them In for a feast and many accepted my

Invitation* We would have an a l l day barbeoue end pome

of the X&dlens would stay far into the.night, then nay-

be next morning some of them would cake over and want

mo to l e t them help do something in return*

X took a lease from a Chlok«i3aw Indian, Will Tyson, ,

who was a great leader among the tribe* Re vn* a very'

peculiar Indian, every tlmo 1 would inset him fie would have

his pipe and always say^t^ta-Se-bun-da aavy?*»
" :

X started clearing out some of the land for a crop,

•ut remained in the cow business also* The. greatest
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di f f i cu l ty there was that there mire nov roads and

no otiurohta or schools* .

it out logs and bui l t a small house with a d i r t

floor and c o w e d i t with lioards mad© t%om post oak

timber* •

My trading post was old Davis, which was located

near the Washita Hirer* I t was one of the f i r s t towns

ever established i n the Chiclcaoaw Nation* Paris has

grown to a very good s i ted town, s t i l l located a t the

rery place of i t s Xtrst. starting* I t was in 1898 that

a man by the name of J* B» f i sher came to Sulphur Spring

(there was only .one spring there then} and there was a

big eottonowbod log stloicliig i n the ground *i'th the

water coming-out the kr>ot h o l e s . This man put id *
* ' • / *

store and soon another/ came then another, i t seemed as

though.Sulphur would be a great city in only a Tory
- . " • / ' " • * •

short time* - • / . . " . • ,

A person i\a<3 to be Tory alert and watchful at a l l
I • y

tloss for the rattlesnakes, they wer© Very numerous*

Sonet lots as many as. fifteen or twenty gould %s found

in colonies* There west what *•*• flailed snake dsns in
•
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winter when the weather was Tery cold* A den could

be dug into and the rattlers would fee just piled up,

great rolls of them rolled together* . Rattlesnakes

trareled In colonies as a rule and at night they hate

some secluded plaoe suoh as a hollow log or a hole In

the ground and in such places great nunibers of them have

been found, though next morning they all come oui and

resume their journey* /

With the development of Sulphur the oountry was

settled so fast it oould hardly fee told how it all /

happened*. Towns began to spring up, railroads were built

almost in eTery direction, roads were established per-

manently, bridges built; people just seemed to come from *

no where. The change woe so fast * hardly knew where I

was until I found the land was all being leased* X was
\

in a poor position with a bunoh of cattle as far as a \

\free range was concerned, for when s man took a lease I \

was supposed to keep my cattle off his lease*

I decided to more where the town of Dibble is now*

I hare lired here for thirty-Daren ysars and sxpfet to

remain here the rest of mg life, as X am growing very

feeble and there is not any other place X could tall heat*


