
BRRHXEHXf OTIBRSOIU INTERVIEW

IHDEX GAHDS

• » < *
»



BERRYHILL, JEFF1SR30N, INDIAN FI8H KILLING.

45

INDIAN FISH KILLING.
BY JEFFERSON BERRYHILL.

Account tff Indian Fish Killing has been given by the

lot, but I have yet^to see a story that gives a true picture

to the subject. I apeak from personal, ̂ experience. I have

seen it and lived it."" • * ' .

First of all the fish killing is a bit out of the pic-

ture for the Indians of today due to the fact that the occasion

has been outlawed by the white men.

During the days of fish killing, the (streams were full of

various kinde and sizes of fishes and the Indian killed only '

that which-he needed. "

" S.ortmanehip\)layed a great part in this former national

\ sport for the Indians, I khall try to prove ay point as to

the meaning of aportmajaship, relative to the fish killing.

The thing that figures mostly in the Indian fish killing

ia a weed called The Devil*s Shoe String. The root of this

weed is very bitten. It is this nature of the weed that
4

causes the fish to rise"* to the surface of the rater after a

procedure, which shall be explained'later on in the article.

How the Devilfs Shoe String effects the fish is yet

unexplained. Various theories have been presented, but non

has appBoval by the majority, BTeryone has his own choice
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in the matter of explaining the ...atter. Some say it in-

toxicated the fish. Some say the fish become sickened.

Still some st;y t'Keir breathing is effected and' they come

up for the air. However the fish are not poisoned ?is

people refer to it y6 bein^ such. The taste in the flesh '

of the fish is not changed by the effect of the devil's shoe

string.
-s

The devi l ' s shoe string* i s founJ in the sandy places,

nad sonet'iraos in the mountainous region, but those of the v

% • - • ' ) • . »

^sandy-places >ire more t%e preferred ones as they are easier

"get'and seem to.be raore v i ru lsn t .

Digging the s^intss i s about the hardest* part of the
whole affai r . IX _takes brain and'muscle to be dole to

your quota of the s t r ings . One must #cUt the top tseeds with

somO sharp instrument? and ait;*into the ground about the

roots jdeep en.u^di so that the roots s t ick out long enough" to

be grasped b^ the 'jSuiler. ¥/ith soao heavy cloth around the

«sp4te»of-.-y:>ur-h^aftsJ, yJix pull the root with a l l "your might/

Sometimes a l l your tr.i£ht is not enousjh. Other tir©8 there

^|i?e some tha t ' a re easy to pul l . The length of the roots
• . • • ' • . ^ - ' - - ^ ' '

vary in such that some_ii.eve been pulled ae long as

i s very small.
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Next procedure af t >E on̂ s h ' s pulled" about, well, hundreds

of atr-mds of roots , i s t.o convert thpse s t r in s into bundles,*"

This is done-' gathering li'Tpxo in a -bunch and turning the <jnds

•baok.ond tiQin,* e^ch* on'l of the-bundle with small •: utrands of

's t r ings, -ach >un<Ue sh.-suld .not nore measure th-^n one and one-

half to tv?o "eet in L.npth. The diameter 0" e«eh bundle s. <">u]d

be about o,r.o to -ng -ind one-half inches.

Tith U5J further ado, I must refar to the dev i l ' s shoe

BtrinV "as nted'eine. The Indians cal l i t just th-it, "but why

_ I do not 1 r.-r'.unless i t i s the peculiar or the seeniin'tiy

I'arg reaction of the'r.tu^f when applied in the water. . , -"

Thore f>re different m3thods employed in application of

t>.is method. The method to be. tisedvdopends on-the-condition" -

of the wator. If i t i s a flowing stream, the&xthe medicine is-

scattered inio the 7?eter in one piece. I f t the k i l l should be

in ?>ater th r t i s stationery, then the medicine must be scattered

or applied f.ll over the chosen prr t in the s t i l l wsiter,

Iflr-a r iver or eve'n a Inke there must be some -prep&ration

preceding the application of the medicine. There my.st

bu i l t . This is done by cutting large troes or usingJ^dd logs

and laying them across the tfiver t0<To*nn an obs t^c t ion to the

t r a f f i c of the f ish. • ' • >
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.TheyWat st-iy'"within Jtheue b.- undarioa or there shall be

no fiph Lillod, P.raiiches of'treoa also play lar^s part in

£ of thy darpo. Building of dams are similar in •

both t̂ak© and rivor.

?houch the elderly Indi.-na ptuck to the ulcT type of

Killing, modernity hud entered into the .1'iy' before tae

whole fchiuo y/'-.a outl"-wud« Modern youth had begun to build

duius of ohioken wire, or a ueine. As modernity utttsa. so "
«>. •

•.vent the nation'.! sport .of the iAmerican IndATai. •

* The medicine is not just thrown into the water aa has

been told by smie story te l le rs . The medicine is also not
• r "

in the form of.the bundles when it beconies effective in the 9

.ivuter. In the. olden times 'the medicine.or the bundle? were ^ s

pounded rî Jtit in the wnter by the p?»rticipants. Each' -*

participant tr.ade a iaallot out oi' some youn^ tree end also cut

a bigger one about, five or six feet long; then he shaped the

end of the io'^ or post that must stick above the surface of

e"rfy' 'level" 'an'Csaioo'i'ii'tjridV'

the bundles were to be yjunded'to the nth degree, and not cutf

into small atrips, as such would carry the greatest poas-ible

f non-successful fish killing. The small bits of the medicine
4 " 1

must be BO thin and small when pounded that i t shall, readi-ly
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• ' . ' ' • . 5 ' V

be soaked with w.tor ^s.It hits it. Modern Indian youth

had learned to tsko the bundles to the mill and have the ' ,

medicine grounded for the ;jur,)ose <vhen the end came. The

effect was came.; Only difference in the ground stuff snd
* ' i *

poun<V?̂  v»'is, the nedicine s^a kspt in a l"r";e barre l or
. p, '

even in. tu^s vith Vator all ni 3̂it "before i t ms put into the1

water next morning. In tliis "ins thod many a hard labor wns . •

eliminated. , , '

Wen the medicine v?ss put inti the river in one spot,

the fish reemed to sense the danger of a sort, so they swam

doT?n tW str'Hi.nr until they pot to the dam8 ^eelins there's '"''"
*^\ ^ ' - - "

• " - * *<
- • . ' . — '

na-^alternstive, thoy wiuld sydrr^back the" othor direction," '

thereby victimizing themselves. . . . . t

Xji the lake, fish become air minded while the medicinewas yet being pounded. As* the men .̂ tood' in the water pound-

ing the bundles, the fish $ero swi-ming all around them, but

thers w ar, not sny alarm unt'il the aignal was given to shoot.

During the- fish'icilling, raanjr honors were nv?nrded. It

was a splendid reputation to be called, a good shot wtthjihe

bdw and arrows. I t t?ae an honor to k i l l the biggest fish
• * • * •

•

the'occasion*. It took skill to be able to look for and
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find an arrow thr.-t h-,s b <̂h lost in the 'voter. '

. One must knov.- how to shoo fc'the fiah, The medicine was
f.

potent so fee to *er.ken the fiah .̂ o, th'.t one mi^ht'walk out

into the water and pick one up. ;&m/ tinea you Mi^ht coe

only a dark Blv:dor on the 3urf?•'.;« offthe v?»itei' .'/lush ni8ant

th-1 the fiahVas 3 foot ol" V. >ra uider the surfi ce of

water, ^ne isust know just -here to slio>t in t h ' i t ^a se to
// . »

be able to h i t the f i sh . ohoo;b direct ly as you see the object

and you ' l l not h ve a f i sh/ to i'ry. On© h^s to use his judgment

ae to hop f-ar en this , a i ' e of the object to shoot to gofc his

bftoon. In sho / t i n ^ 4 v;un one"raust have a keen eye and in
/ • ^ .

ehootinc « f ish/^i th b;ow an^ nrrow one riust h,ve a* keen judgment.

- • There le an other phaee of th i s Indian fi3h k i l l i nc I
• ' / ' • " ' . ' . ' • • ' •

3rre'not/ie!-va»out. lell it superstition, fol-de-rol, or what
/ • * • * ' • ' * '

w. It hn.d its points and effects as I a:-.?/ it. Ceforis"

/ : " "
any of the p~.t.icipants or any one in the ^roup. looked into

1 • y
" • . >

the : 'choson wat^r, u ceremonial was ' in ordnr . . The one

•body, -the Indi .Kŝ . no
. . . . t

with fcha.. .md'd'ic*ine.*: »3h>-t The
* . , . • • • . . . • . . • • • > ^ »

the -
i f - there should be anybody

'' '

everybody WHS treated
-

claimed and based" i t on

the throng
\
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v
9<3fnVfc expected an ii*cre»aoo in the /family," rogprdloBB of what, '

i:fh9t££tjh. would mt..r.ise •if«:'ih:^2j5olc«d into the w&ter, ThiB

in

th"'<-T£££h k i l l i n g hut JfjH .̂J[î i5*«hcdn'"'nS''v.fruiefj't or.-as boSulwr

• r̂ j the osv^l ^ " BÎ OB string.** "uch*others.beitf£*i• ^ t r ee . c.«Ilft8 ..
* • • • * • ' • . . * • " . " • v - . « ' • • • . • • • ' o • • •

* • ^ • • ; . . . . • ' • • . . # ' . e - . " • • ' • •

buckeye hut..this product. pf*riSibui:ff..j.d too.t)tronr, aod"ij; does
' "• •••••. " * • - . - ; ^ "''*•'. • • „

not uivo the fish n spirting.ffhnirctsj* the tureen t.'Slnuts if"*one

o^n ret 'enough of thom, ar.d any other veed <$*#the noxious*
. .. •

n a t u r e . • ' ***?.... ' . . ' * ' • .
• , • • • *?^*«

Thas ends tha story of fish killinp.' The* Ipnyin^" in the. • •

hearts of the old I di ana .-who' wetch 1jho modern d«y.oil.walla
- : . ..o , •,.. _ . _J^,_. * .. ' j

and sfelt w^ter become a,:.nen«c© to the lives-of the fish, continue-
.**&' . „ ' ' •

to ache, tod they ?*isb to.kno*? just4 why an honeat man'g'kunt for '
" • . , - , ' • • " * • • .

the fiSi for v i s USG tc strengthen his body thrt he may live
• • ••'
• • • • ' " v * • • . «

longer is more detrftaental then to k i l le r _fi§h, fci*frh5ut .jrhihking
. - ;• . •• .*-•

f f i a l l . Indinn killed- th"t which*h<3 Tioeie?..*. o i l î en k i l l be-

cause tht*y_Hm-3t h -̂ve he'^rnn^on- ^nrttr-irtth7thfr.n;jrrerjr--Min*'|ie#"j — . -

nco'unulates. , ' * • ; • . .

*-. ..


