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INDIAN FISH KILLING.
BY JEFFZRSON BERRYHILL.
Account of Indien Fish Killing has been given by the
~lot, but I have yet .to see a story that gives a true picture
to the subject. I speak from personal ‘experience. I have
seen it and lived 1t. - w L

Firast of &alil the fish killing is a bit out of the pio-
ture for the Indians of today due to the fact that the occasion ,
has been outlawed by the white men,
During the days of fish killing, the stroams were full of =’
various kinde and sizes of fishes and the Indian killed only ’
" thet which.he needed. ' /.
" 8. ortmansh;\\playeﬁ a great part in this former national
Aaport for the Indians, &I Bhall try to.pgo_v/e my point as to
thé meaning of éﬁortm;pship, relative to the fish killing.
The thing that figures mostly in the ‘Indian fish killing
is a weed called The Devil's Shoe String. The root of this , ,
weed is very bitfer. It is this nature of the weed thaf
cauges the fish fo rise to the‘gurface of the water after = !
procedure, which shall be explained” later on & the article.
| How the Devil's Shoe String effects the fish is yet |

unexplained. Various theories have baen pragentéd, but none::T”‘\\\\\~—;\

hes appwoval by the majority. Everyone has his own choice
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in the matter of explaining the .atter. Some say it ine-
B ' R ' . a.x G ] .
toxicatgs the fis?. Some say the fiqh become sickened.

5till ébme guy ¥Heir brgathing is effected andvthey come

- NN

up £or the air. Howevsr the fish are not p.,isoned as some
. ] . ~ .
people‘rsfer to it us being such. The taste in the flesh

| of the fish is not changed by the effect of the devil's shoe
S‘t'ringo ) . -
) * * ‘ ,\‘ .
The devil's shos string is founl in the sandy pldces,
wqy
and somotldss ian vhe mountainous region, but those of the °

'Ei:rjy places ure more the prefer red ones as they are easier

et ‘cnd geem to.be more virulsnt.
. Digging the sfFings is obout the hardest: part of the

\

ﬁhéle affair, i?ﬁ%akes brain @nd miscle to be able to'get’

~_your qaota of th Ljinés. One must cut the‘top weeds with

someé sharp instrument and dig.into the ground about the

) . . . »
[ K \

':oots;deép en .ugh s&ﬂthat the roots stick'out long enough to

-~ . t
3

" be srasped h& the Buller. uith saue &eavy cloth around the

s@@&ﬁsof your hxhg, yuu pulx the root with all your might .’

Scmetimes &lL your u*@ht is not enough. Uther tim s there

Nre some that'are eesy to pull. The length of the roota
. . .

VHry in such that some . npve been nuxled a8 long as*brx*and

\ e
B R R

w*aegﬂnmiggtmlpng, _The size of  the.mot is very s small.

-
B
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Next procedure aft-r ong h's ﬁulieﬁ‘abéut,'well, hundreds

- of strands of routs, ié to convért théaé strin s into bundles.

~

This is done guthering some in a bunch and turning the ends
.back ond tieiny esch- end of the.™undle with swnil - gtrands of
‘strings.  lach tundle should .not more memsure thon one ard one-

hal® to tuo “eet in l.agth. The diameter 0° each bunile s, nul4d

-

he about orne to -ne -+nd one-half incnes,
ith ud )urtv\* adé, I must refer to the devil's shoe

. . : )
strin: as maﬂ'vine. T&e Indieans call it Tugt that, but why

7/

I do not f:v'luﬁlee it Zs the psculi~r or the °Peminv 1y

rare reectisn o7 the™stu”f when applied in ‘the water,“fu” <

Thggg sre different methods emnloyed 1n'gbplic§ﬁion of

N
this method. The methad to be.used§§npends on—the-condidion - ‘f;gﬁzh-
of the water, ‘if it is & flowiné stream thes the medicine iS'.¢
scattered into the xgper in one pleée. ffsﬁ?e ﬁ%Ilﬂsﬁbuld bé T
-in water thet is stetionery, then tpg ﬁgdiciné must be scattered ;‘ :///

or applied 1l over the chosen pert in the still witer. | - //////

In-a river or even & lnke there must te some D“epnr’tion ///

\
preceding the apnliC*tion of the medicine. There myst be dams

built, This is done by cutting lerge trees or usipg' d ioga
' ’.‘\ ’ . T ! N .
and laying them across the piver toTorm an obstrliction to the

-~
-

traffic:of.the fish, -~ l’

b
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. They \uwst at;y”%ithin'xnese bcundaries or there shall be

-

no fikh Lilled, Dlranches of trees also plﬁy lar;e part in

the tgilding of the dugs. Building of ‘dems are similar in -
toth /'z:}ke acd river. .

!

hd . .

// Thouch the eiderly Indirns ptuck to the old tspe of

//fi;h Killing, modernity hud cntered into the .ln§‘beﬁoro Lae

whole bthin, wts outl.wed. Modern iputh had begun to build

dawis of' chicken wire, or u seine. As modernidy Lama, 80 -

0.
i 0 o‘ [ 4 °

zent the nebion’.l sport of the American Indiﬁn, .

i ] .
.o

§ The medicine is not just thrown into the water a8 nas

bsen told by same story tsllers. The medicine is also not

-r . '
- . . xw,

" in the form of the buniles when it becomes effective ir the y
Cwuter, In the,o}den times ‘the medicine.or the bundles were é2§\
po .nded rieht in the wnter by the participants. Zach- -

participent mede o mailet out of some youny tree end ulso cut

—

a bigger one abuut. five or esix feet long; then he shaped the R .

"ehd of the iog or post that must stick above the surface of

B A “VeTy T8vel and smooth SRT T TRTS aas’aﬁhé"ﬁeca‘@%““’““”“*"“”

-
¢

the bundles were to be pounded to the nth degree, and not cut
'1nbo émall atrips; es such would carry the gruatest roassible
v non~succesaful {ish killing. The smull bits of the medicine

must be so thin and semall w@én pounded that it shall:ready;y B

» » e
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be 8oaked,with wutor rg 1t hits it. Modern Indien youth
had learned to teske the bundleg to the mill snd have the

medicine grounded for the jurpyose when the end camé, The

-

effect was same.- Only difference in the ground stuff =nd

2o

ponndad wns, the redicine s2a kept in a l-roe barrel or

‘even in tuhs vith \atnr all niht tefore it s nub into the”

‘water next morning. In this m:thoé many &8 hard lebor was
elim‘imzted. . . ‘ ..
7hen the medicine weg put into the river in one,soot
the fish seemsd éo sense the danzer of a Jort, go they swem
dosm the at"nar until they got to the damg weeiing there's e
na. alternﬁtive, they wauld awim back the othﬂr direotion, -
thnreby vietimiz§ng themselves. R L . -

In the lske, £ish become air minded while the-medicine,

nes yet being pounded. Ag' the men onod in the water nound- °

{ng the bundlns, the fish ﬁere swi- mina all arounﬂ them, but
I

\
14

there » a5 not any alerm until thé signal was given to shoot. .

k,Jghema&gygéwaea»a;tagéxeaaps&&lfzﬁgfaasﬁsanzdszagﬁslﬁlimgaﬁtﬂéa“»ﬂ»¢u»¢i*#;

During thé:fish“killiné, many honora were awarded. Ig

" wns & aplendid reputation to be cslled a good shot with,ihe'

>
Y

béw_éqd arrows. It wes an honor to‘kill the biggest fish

.
L]

. during the’ocoasion, It ook skill to-be able to look for and
S ¢ . " .. ¢ j
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find cn arrow thed h-s b on lost id the weter. . »
B ’ o-‘ ’ At / Py -
One must know-how to shoot ‘the fighe The ned cine waa . )
. . . . -‘L/ , . . \ -

votent s0 &8 to werken siie fish =o, that one wicht’ walk sut

e . %

- - ‘ a -

-into the witer end pick onme up. :ﬂuny times you viqht coce -

=

P

on_y a Qark shvdor on the surfv e of?the watert ‘M1vh meant ‘ ‘
¥ . r )

th't the fish’vas a 20t or vore wader the surfice 5° the L,

- \ ,

water. one wmust know just ~here to slort in thit~case to

/

be cble $o hit the fish. ahoqt di”ectly 28 you see the object

ard you'll net h ve & fish/to fry. One h«s to use his Judgment
/ L
/

as to how Far cn this site of the ovjeet to shoot to got his

* .~

“derTe not eavé-out. nell iy superstiti@n, fol-de—rol, Or,what

-

. 0

hev§/y>u. ‘It hed 1ts po?dts and effehts as I gy 1b. Beforo

any of the o thlo ants or any one in the group.looksd into
. o,
the chosnn nav«r, a ceremonial was‘in order. . The one with

‘o la 3

naa@&gvﬁcxer Jf mmwi ine ‘wint a uoler un.the~cheeksﬁof everys __ ...

o

body. -The Indi 58, took no ch.nces, mverybodj 313 treated
. <o g t ' - \
with hha..m»dioine.f ﬂhV“ The ingiﬁns claimed and based it on

. con ' -

. the eapbrxeneé-that j
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) "&ﬁ’pt ox'oected  incradge in the “am* ly, reg-rdloes of what, -

97315}1 w5N1d notcige 17 HANBoked tnbo the waper,’ This

et
--. 3. ~% Q_.'-... ¢ ﬂ
-

, &5 1w apd--order: .- veﬁmod‘r -L'es'wac’ced it a('cordi'mlj.
.';‘ e .e :‘o 1. e ’:"*:&-l “' AN oy T o ) .

".' « Wher s -‘qémbers of‘ t’tﬂfyéi?at"ti'nq have ;‘gén_ .erq,r,lf,y@d in

L J
vopn .... ( . - -
OSun ® . . S .

S8 £3BH kil1inns but Jjie
. [ad 5 Ve d .
‘rﬂ th@ ﬁeVi‘ '48 "Sh’)ﬁ Strin{:.q’ ucho ')thu‘ra baipf ﬂ tree o ll.aa

bryg,ohcm 3 vfrulam; or, -as Beeular
o."_{:.o.’. . .o L te

.,... ...9".

bnc}'efe tutethis product. of *n kure. ,1s too atrén' ay;d it does

2 ae

s . ) .
..0 "\’a“‘-o :...

net wive the fisk n agﬁt'ti'rg.c‘h nyee -.Lhe green w‘lnuts 1f"eone

. e
2 " e o . ., 'Y

onn ¢at ‘enourh of them, and any othor weed 61‘°3;he noxiouse

.. . .

.nature. : . : LA ey, "

Thus ends the story of fish killing.' The' long;inﬁ 1n the - -

he"«rts of the old I diazps, who match the ,;odern dﬂv ail wells

ond selt umt;er hecome a,rjxénnce to the Aives A7 the Tsh continue~

o ¢

to ache. Amd they wish ‘t«o k'nov: jus* why an h.oneat man g rmnt fcr

- e

~ the figﬂ. f‘ar *is usa %c strengtiﬁen his body thrd he y‘ ive -
.. e e A .'0.

longer 48 more detrimental then to ki1t ﬂ:"ish 'n"ohou .khinking

Teh all Ipdinn 11108 thﬂ* h 10‘1‘ ha fmege...‘- (11 men kill he=-
cause t oy _must hove ﬁa'vm om Mrth-r*ﬂr the- mm*-)m#he 1o

. . . i X ' , ] . e .: . ‘e .
acourmlotes. . o . t L e
; . e : .




