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Interview with Mr. H. M. Thompson
| H. L. Rumaga?yField #orker
¥r. ﬁ. M. Thompson, 218} E. Broadwey, bora Rochester,
Indiana, Jemuary 27th, 1886{ Age 71. (wWhite)
My father's name was Harvy Thompson, born at Rochester,
Indiana, in 1838, died in 1875. I was four }ears of age
when my father died. |

My mother, (don't¢ remember date) #gs born in Penne

sylvenia, died at Rochester, Indiana, in 1873,

4

I was about s8ix yenrs of sge, when I started to school
at Roochester. I attended school three years.

After my father's death I was taken to Rossville to
live with en aunt and uncle, I went to school there four
years. g »

The fall of 1880 I went to Tastern Kansas and went

~

to work for Felix Lynch on e farm. I helped around the ¥

hous;,and did odd Jobs on the farm, also attended school.
My. Lynoh payed me $8,00 a’moq}h‘uith board and ;oom. He
was getting ready to plant corn and I offered to assiat' @
him in planting the corn. le sesmed to‘think I could not
do the work but I told him I was sure I could do it, so

when the day come for plamting Eorns ¥Mr. Lynch told me

-»
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that I cdhld drop the corn and that if I did the jodb well
enough, that the cort could be plowed from both ways, I
could have my pick of a pig from the whole bunch. I got
the pig. Stayed with Mr. Lynch three years.

in 1884 I moved to Neosho Falls, Kaucaa.l’ﬁent to
work for Mr, Mcwilliams who owned a meat market. I also
attended school while working for Mr., Mc¥Williams. He gave
me my board and foom and paid‘ma 212,00 a month. I worked
for him two years.' I then went to work fo? the ¥K&T Rail-
gggd as géction hand at Neosho Falls. 1 worked eight months
and quitx\%' |

I went from Nsosho Falls to my aunts at Scamron, Kansas.
[Had been tﬁere two or three days when I received a message
from tﬁe Roadmaster whose name was r. F. King, aakihg me to

take the section Poreman's job at Sﬁiliﬁéfaﬁ; Rensus. I

- ‘\

went to Parsons, received a pasa'to Burlington and took
over the job. It was a very disgusting job. I only had
twc section men and could not keep the road bed in proper
condition with only two men. I tried a number of times to
resign but the Roadmaster would not accept my resignation,
One moming while working everything seo&ed to go wrong.

-

There was an axtre freight due thers just before noon and
: ‘ 5

o
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abo%t an hour before it was duec I gave one of the men my
watoh and told him what time the freight was due and that
it would stop to pick up some screp iron and to getnoff the
t¥aok and not get run over. Xnowing the trainmaster was
riding the train and would be at the station, which was abou£
a quarter of a mile from whers we were working, I walked to
the station and wrote out my resignation and left befcore the
train arrived, leaving worq/with the Opsrator to hold my
check. That is the way I at last got away from the job.

I went to Clargmore; Oklahoma in 1894 and opened a ﬁeat
— market. I did my own slghghtering. 7ent out early one
morning and killed a beef and cut it up. “hen I took it
bagk to themarket 1 drove around to the back door to unload
but had to go around through the front door in order to un=-
lock the back door: #hen going from the back to the front,

I had to gqabatween two buildings which stood about eight

“—feet apart. About three days before this Touie Bean had

,'captured'an\Qgglaw. There was nc jeil so they had to keep

the prisoner under constant guard. As I was going bstwasen
the bdbuildings carrying a iinchester rifle, which I uaea %o
kill the beef, Jjust before I got to the front of the building,
Doputy Been pasaed, taking the prisoner to the boarding house

-

for dinner. As there was talk of the prisoner's pals coming
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to take him away from the law, Bean wé _pretty nervous

and wham he saw me approaﬁhing him frcq/betwaen the build-
ings and not being able to reaognize @? in the dark, put
saw I was carrying a gun, he threw don4 on me with his
#inchester and fired, just missing my %ead. I oafied him
by name telling him who I was and at t#e same time dropping
my &un. Hevthen lomered his gun. Thdﬁprisoner was charged
with murdering the sheriff of Cooscu éistrict. "hen a gun

J
wvas fired in Claremore there was almost surs to be a corpss.

It was just snother job for the under%aker.

In 1895 I went to Tulsa and open'd 2 meat merket. Tulsa
at that time was just 8 wide piaco iﬁ the road. There were
Just a few stores hut lots of tough %ellows. :There was &
Chinese restaurant and it was kind o% & hang-out for the
boys at night. If a stranger shouldiatop there at night he
wag more apt to be treuted rough tﬁq& nice. The outlaws or
some cowboy would make him gst up 04 the counter nnd dance.
if they refused to dance, the outla% or cowboy, which ever
it might be, would pull his gun and start gshooting at the
qtrgngar's feet, forcing him to dance. Havefsgen more than
one man get shot in the foot. A stranger came in one night

and was made to dance. The next night he came bnck end turned
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the trick on the man. “hen he entered the restsurant H;
pulloq his gun and ordered the man to dance that made him
dencs. The man said he could not dance =0 the man that
entered the resteurant started shooting at the others feet.
The man who was ordered to dance pulled his gup/and started
shooting at the othsr, but missed. The other,éid not miss,
ahoating‘him through the lungs. The men then ran out of
the front door snd was never caught that I know of. I have
gseen Cherokee Bill, Dollon, the Dunn boys, Billie Creek and
the Narrow Gauge Kid, in Tulsa a lot of times. The ocltizens
never bothered ¢the outlsws and they never bothered us.

In 1898 I went from Tulsa to Pawnes, Went to work for ‘
Berry and Lough3on who oxned a msat market. Worked for them
a short time and the building they used was sold and they
had to move. +“hen they moved I . quit working for.them.

It was not long after they moved until they began to have
troudle between themselves., Mr. Berry wanted me to buy

Mr., ;oughton out for 8500.00, and he would loan me the money.
So he wrote me a ohg:é\(gfzfsoo.oo and I gave the check to

Mr. Loughton, closing the deal. I stood in good with the
Pames Indisns. When I went in with Berry their daily receipts

run around $8 to $12 a day. In about four months after I went
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in with Berry, our receipte run around $150.00 a day. The
Indians got payed by tue Government'twiog a year., The In-
dian bought meat on credit for six monthe at a time. I
never lost but ons aoqoﬁnt and that was £from a shite men,

The way I succoeded in collecting {;wm the Indiahs, there
nere four different vribes of the Pawnee Indian. Each tribe
having its own chief., I would visit each Chief two or three
weeks before the payment was made and tell the Chiefs to be
sure and have the Indisns pay their bili and I would give
each Chief a beef on foot. By doing this, all bills were
paid which amounted to a large sum each six months. On pay
day Mr. Berry and I would place a table at the door. I
would handle the bills and collect fhe monsy on oné side of
the table, and Mr. Berry sat on the other side of table with
a big bool; ¥hen ohe payed I ave Nr, Berry the Indiens name
and the smount he payed. Mr. Berry would then enter the name
and &mount payed in the big'book. .

I had been a partner with Mr..Bazfg sbout four months -
when the first payment was made. The day “efore the payment,
I took an inventory of the merchendise in stock, also the
" number of livestock, then;chockod bills the Indians owed.

Mr, Berry knew I had checked eversything thet day. That night

he came to the hotel w=hers I stayed to loaf awhile with me,
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which he did real often. During our talk I asked him what

he would teke for his half intcrest in the busineas, which

was worth $500.00 four monthe previcus to this night. I

vas only kidding him about the buying of his half interest

but I offered him £500.00. He thought for a minute then

answered no, I then offered him $1000.00. He answersd no

I wiil Just stay and take the loss with you. 7T then told

kim the net profit for the four months we had heen partners

vas 33.812.00.\ I hed a time proving it amounted to that

much., Xech Indien, when paying his bill, would be given eight

pounds of beef free, When the Indian payed nis bill he'would

gay kesoskey wisket, (which wae beef-hurry) he would take

the free beef but would not buy any until I could wait on them,
¥r. Berry was a brother~in-law to J. Berry King.

Cur market was two doors from & saloon. One evening absut
three o'clock, I heard a single shot, then two shots in the
saloon., I started to go in and see who got killed but decided
to walt and watch them cerry the dody out. Tom Taylor, s
United States Marshal hsd arrested a 22 yenr old boy at a town
' zgveral miles from Pawnee for selling whiskeys He plased
enother man in ch?rgo of the prisoner to take him dbagk to
Pawnes. As he (Tom) h;d %o stey and get some papers on thg

prisoner, The deputy took the boy back to Pawnee and was
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keopiﬁg him in the back of the saloon two doord from our
market, wntil the deputy turned the prisoner o?sr. ‘saying
he had to be gotting back. Just after he left the msrshal
was looking the papers over, he hnd gotten on the prisoner,
had them laying on a poker tasble and was not watching the
prisoner very close, He saw the prisoner make a quick
move. Just as he turned the prisoner said, "I am going to
kill you, Tom,” and shot him through the chest with a 48
six shooter. He fell to the floor, roiled over 'nd shot
twice at the boy as he run out the bsck door. Missed with
both shots. In about five minutes the marshel was dead.
A posse started after the boy, chased him all night and
until the next evening, catching him on Black Bear Creek.
The boy was given @ prison sentence. Later they made up
money in Pawnee for a new triel. I donated 225.00 for the
new trisl. No ons ever kmes shiers the boy got the gun that
he killed the marshal with.

In 1900 s store and post office, wihich was the only
business houss in Biiss, loocated on the 101vRanoh close ¢o
the Santa Fe Railroad petueen Perry and Ponca City.

One night after the store closed, Tom Cravens robbed
and killed the young men who run the store. The next day

two posses were gathered. One at Perry and one at Pawnes.
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They asturted $rniling the putlaw. It wee throe days before
thayﬁcornereé him at a furm house. ¥r. John Rutter was
ghoriff und was heading sée posse thet cornersd the outlaw.
One in the posse nawed Tom Johnson, saw the outlaw through
an opening in the house and told the shariff who.it was.
Also told the sheriff he was well soquainted with the oute
law end would go to there Cravesn could soe him end order
him ¢o surrender. As they wers good friends he would not
shoot him and in doing this po ome would losa their lives,
The shoriff consented. Mr. Johnson walked out to where the
outlaw could eee him, agking him hto come out rith his he;ndé
up and he would not shot. Instead of coming out when Mr.
Johnson ordsred, the Qutlaw shot Mr. Johnson, killing him
‘instantly. The Ouc\l&{‘i then run out the Saok door to 8 shed
share Lis horse was daddled and waiting., He mounte& the
horse and made his gotaway; He yas not hserd of until he
wvas captured in Ari~ona a few years. later, In 1934 some
farm boys were-playing on 2 hill not far from Hitchita,
Oklahoma., They found a gléss Jsr with about £300.00 {n i%,
part was money =nd part was ohegks, it was part of the loot
taken in the hold-up -t Biias by Tom c=a?ins in 19C0. I¢
was identified by some checks issued by the Miller Brothers

of the 101 Ranch {n 13900.

311
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Infﬁ?Ol I vwent to Bartlesvilles, went into the real
eztats business snd was ¢onnected with the Bucler Brothers
who run the Firat‘ﬁation&l Bank of Bertlesvilie. Bnrtle;-
ville was not very & big at thet time. The population was
about five hundred. Cacond gtreet wac the main street. The
only news papsr was ouwned by Jr. Hasywood and published one
paper 2 weak., ‘Nage of the papsr wae the Bartlesville Nngnet.
Mr. Haywood contacted me in reg.rd to building him a new
briek building for » paper office. ‘He vanted the building
made fire proof, as he wanted to inst=ll a gasoline engine
in tha paper office. 4ifter I finished the atruetﬁre and
Mr. Huywood moved :n he changed the name of the paper %o
the "Bartlesville Zxaminer.®

I secured all the property I could get hold of as I
kns~ there were guing to be . boom hers. I got some po>ple
3% Kunsas City intersastad anough to‘c»me $0 Bartlesville
_and look around. One .io the pirty was Mr. Dennis Bowules,
Mayor of Kansas Oity. I was showing Hin some property and
shetad him some lots loo ted in the bﬁsiness gection which
he liked fine bdbub snid the price 7as too high. I told him
that the prics would go up 3500.00 wisl the sun next morn-
ing. Mr. Boyles laft mo and went to the bank to talk 1t

over ¢ith the bankers. He told them that he wanted the
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proparty but that I was too high on {t. Also told them .

-

thet I told him the price would go uo #500.00 tomorrow.

The banker told him that he could devand on what T seid N
sven if I lost money. Mr. Bowles omme bnck to v%ere I

was and asked me if 1 really inten&ed to r:ise th9 price.
;‘answeréd that at one minute aftar midnight the pnrice

would be $500.00 mora. Mr. Bowles ssid "Okay, lets go

ovsr to t;e b-onk and close the deal.”

The first oil well in Nklahomn was loscated at Bartles-
ville. The well'waa owned by the Cudshy dbrothers. They,
had six sections of land leased around Burtlesvilla but
was only allowad to kesp one sectitsn which covered the
ground +hare the businsss section of Rartlsavills ig now
located. The boom lasted from 1902 until 1908.

I owned a race horse thst I trrded to the Crney Valley
011 end Ges Company for oil stook valued at 8250.00, A
few months later the dompany sold out to annthér company

snd I was payed 420,000.00 for the stnok I traded the horse

for.



