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Uildred B. MoFarland,

Inveat igator,
Decerder 10, 1937.

An Interview with Mrs. Sarah (Pester) Forsythe,
Edmond, Oklahoma. ‘

Y

I iived with my husband in Lenape, Khn;ab,at the time
of the Opening o»f Oklehoms in 1889 and as we had a‘amall
child! fittcon months old, I staysd in Lonipo with my sister-
in-law yhen 1n~fﬁc lnttcr part of March, Mr. Forsythe and
his brother started for Oklahoma, driving a covered wagom.
They arrived at th& linc'on April 21, 1889, and at nocon the
next dey they left the wagon and sach one rode a norse. Ny
husband steked his claim one mile morth and five fni_l,q east
of Edmond on what is known as "Cow Bell Creek". His brother
staked the claim next to that of my husband. They procesded
to throw up & temporary shelter on the brother's place and
sta&od there together, until logs could be prepared for tho .
two houses. Thof worked early and late cutting down trees.
After they had cut the trees down they hewsd them on both
sides by hand. :The neighbors made & proposition to my hus-
bend, that if he would hew logs for them in exchange they

would help him dbuild his house. This hc did, After the
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Y
house was finished in October my husband sent for me, and

sister-in~lew the baby end I cgme on the train. My babdy,
Robert Elmer, contracted spiﬂal meningitis and died two
months later. I felt that I hh@’lost ovor?fhing in life
worth while. Xs there was no settled burial ground, we
buried him in the yard of our home. About a yesr later we
exhumed his.body and took him back to Lsnape, Kansae, and

" buried hime basidc my mother. On our way there we had to
eross the Ka# Rivery—- Myﬁgusband madi a raff on which to
teke the small casket across. The river was "up" end the
waters were swirling in whirlpools and the raft almost
;apsizod in midstream. My husband was almost drowned, but
Sy working franticelly he finally made the opposite shore
vith the raft still intact.

We had no stove in our new home, so we built a plat-
form ubout three feet high and four feet long. This was
made of logs and thickly covered with earth. In the center
of this the fire was built égd I had & large iron "Dutch

Oven” with three legs, that I place in the fire, to cook
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with. £ .hole was cut in the ceiling directly over the fire
to let the smoke escape. 1 /cookcd this ’way for over a
year. We fashioned our tlblo, chairs and cupboard from
dry zoods boxes and made our bed from poolod poles. Our
dishos consisted of tin oups and tin plates. Mr. Forsyti)o
waittled our forks and apPons frog wood. We had one knife,

was
which/his hunting knife. / lly broom was made of tough long

»

grass, fastened securoly/ to ar'pole. I used this for a
year. I had no coffee q/xill, so I put my coffee beans in a
tin cen end pounded .th m up with tixo hendle of the hammer.

o"l‘hat first wint}qr was pretty hard for r; aid yot get
the land broken up in time to plant anything. Our meat con=
sieted of wild deer, turkey, prairie chicken ?nd Tabbits.
A.;s my husband was quite & hunter he kept the table wvell
supplied. When he killed a deer he would dress it and
haeng it from a pole at the corner of the house. Often at
night.\}h}o. wildoats v;ould raise quite @ disturbance trying
%o got the fresh killed msat hanging outside.

. The rext spring we begun to break the soil for planting.
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We had a”igifiy garden and I canned guite a lot of vegetables
for the coming winter. There were plenty of wild grapes and
ean& plums. I canned these and ' ade jeily. Ve dug a large
shellow hole in the ground and lined it with dry grass. In
this we piaécé cabbages, potatoes, turnips and pumpkins. We
covb;;d them with more grass and dirt and they kept fresh
and nice all winter this way. j

Before we had provedUp on ~ur place we sold it. The law
allowed us to rilo on s plac; in the Kiowa country and Mr.
Forsythe filed on & claim three miles south of Carney, and
we established & nice home there, but we had to drink c;eck
water for about six months, We then dug & hole in the
ground until we struck water. We never walled the well up,
bui left the dir£ sides. - Tvo yesers later we sold this piace
end.moved into Edmond. We have watched the Central State
Teachers' College grow from th; one building "Old North
" Tower” to what it now is.

Mr, Forsythe died in 19829, and I have had many hours to

think of the heppy times we spent together in estadblishing a
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home in the once wild country of the Indien lands. I
have a son and daughter #ith homes of their own now
who still like to lister to the tales I tell them of

our experiences here in the eerly days.



