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Investigator, Iillien Gassaway a S
November 26, 1937, ‘

& Interview with ©E, Fowlsr,

201 West Oklahome Avenue, .

Anaderko, Oklehome.

Born December 235, 1866,
- : -+ Buffelo, New York.

Parents Thomas Fowler, Irelsnd,
Margeret O'Conner, Ireland.

My -father was 'l’homs Fo«ﬂlelf born in Ireland, and my .
nothor was Margaret O'Gcnner Fowlor, born in Ireland.

I came to Oklnhoma the ﬁrnt time at the opening of
the Cherokes Strip in 1889. 1 was in the rece snd ran rroin
Hummwan Kanaaa, and lottlcd on whet is nox known as tho
Carmichel phco. one mile north of Blackwell. I only stayed
a short time and sold to Carmichel and went back‘ to Kang;..

" The race couldh't start until twelve o'clock, and the

. people were therse in ail kinds of conveyances, Gagona,
buggiu, buckboards as well as horlobac)f. “mo of the men
wers on auch ® irited horses thct they would break ‘over tho
llidnefi' There were four men shot by the guerds for thia ofreno
and two were knloﬁ. It was s uight that ocan't bo ducribcd

: thaf mn Peodle were killcd, wagons bdroke down and every

S

one went wild.
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Ban‘\vaitera hed & herd. dfiio.attie over the country end I
gat & fow cattl‘?gsf?an bim end beceme aasociat\f‘wfth him in
_buaineu. e never had very much trouble 'ﬁh tl\:_ewI'ndiana
‘exoop% once when we had been letting our oattle range over their '
country, which was a common thing In those days. 'These Indians
demanded four steers for the use of the land end refused to let

'ﬁ.
us round up our cattle until we paid off, We at last got our - —

‘ cattle at the prl'ce of only two q}eera. |

later we tfgk our cattle to the ¥, G, ?iilliamamph ce down
by Vsr&én to,t;q tftkcnlc,are of. Ve then sold our cattle am -
$ought all of.#, G, #illiams’ horses. _

In July, 1901 I came back to the opening of the Kiowa
céﬁnéry. CI ho‘lpod‘to survey the townsite and lay off the blocks
and lots. I.carried the chain and cut down tornstalks amd
coéklebnra. . )

I opened a little grocery and feed stors. I also had a livery.
burn in partnership with Mr. Brisco. We had horses and buggzies to
let to any ;m\e looking over the country huntiné for loocations and
I often a'q_ted as drivor." ‘ "

In 1902 there was & flood and I worked all night filling
- sandbags to aand-bag‘thc; waters that were sbout to get into the

tomn of Apadarko. It was the worst flood tir,~ e,4. has been in
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this pert of the' country) The railroad had just a small bridge
crossing the \flaahita River northeast of the town and it held .tho“
. water back. - | .
Mr, Charlie Ca'lllaha,h, Bill- Sterkweather and I got some
dynamite and went to .i;he ¢tracks near the Pridge and blew up the
track, This relsased the waters end soon the flood begen to
~receds. e had worked all night nndo~r the direction of
| John Blackmore, who I belfeve was a United States Marshal at
that time. There were many head of stock lost and such dammge
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wags dons.

On the first train thét went out after the floocd I shipped
twa cars of hay. The Oklahom'g City 1@1; plant wanted hay and
ocouldn't get eany so when my cars got there they took the hasy

et my own prioé. I considered myself very fortunate.



