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An interview with Nancy Folsom
Near Lane, Oklahoma

DANCES AND CHOCTAW COQURTSHIP

Nancy Folsom is a Chootaw full-blood Indian women,
an elderly lady, aged 6S5. |

Iama naéive of Oklahoma, boﬁn;and reared in this
country and. have lived nearly all of my life in this county.

I cannot give mnéh information on history or relate any

event or happenings oreﬁpe past but I do remember some in-
oidents or traditions of the aged people that were often
told us when we-were small., One of the pleasures that my
rage of people enjoyed was dancing.

They hed séveral different kinds of dances, some
were ogonsidered ineiégiricant and ocommon happenings so
that not enough attention was paid to them to deserve
notice . here. There were others that were considered
important and were nati on-wide or rather national, such
as th; Ball Play dance, War dance, Bagle dance and Scalp
dance,all of which seem to have been a result of rude™ .

and savage 1&3&8.
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Tﬁe parent or father of the boys taught the
young braves three thinge.‘namely: war, hunting and
ball playing. In training for war th; young men were
reguired to go through much practice, hardships and
suffering. They were required to stand much infliction
of torture ‘on thetr naked{ bodies.At least once a
year, take a ﬁlunge into a'deep water and dive into
water four times in one minute for four mornings in
succeasion, On the first xx;orning‘ the brave <tgok four
dips; three dips the second morning; two dips the third
morning; and one dip on the fourth moraing, aft‘er which
came the subject of legtures on bravery, siqpeiity,
truth and justice toward their friends. Uauga}y these
leatures were gIvep by the bravest of the head‘men and
no other person was allowed to address the young braves
They were also trained in ocorrect ﬁse and handling of
bows and arrows and recgeived the;réexpert and perfeoct
practice in killing deer or turkey. It was said that
tpey hardly ever missed a deer or turkey at a distance

of fifty - yards,
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The girls had their part of .IQQ work as well
as the young brajya and were trained.up to perform
xprioua kinds of,work that was taught them. Théy took
no amﬁll degree of pride in the latter, viewing it as
a proper sphere for their exertions., The women would
ridiocule and laugh at the men who would dare tq under-
take the kind of work that was considered as the work
for tﬁe women; likewise the men would ridiocule the
women, ‘ The wamen could do just as much

* work as men but tgeir maxim was, "Men far war and hunt-
ing; while home is the place for women and their chief

duty is housework."~ E

Courtship

Much has been said about the weddihg of the
ancient Chootaws. Thers is not much difference in the
stories I used to be told as to how they éot acquainted,
mde friends, then the gourtship. While the young beau
is still small and under the care of his parents, a mare.
and a ¢colt,.oow and a calf, and a‘sow an; pigs were
given the boy and,if a girl the same number of animals
were given her, as well as a few quilts, dishids %gd chickens.'
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These gifts were given to each child at birth, é%oi
viding the pafenta were able to make such gifts. The in-
orease from this stock or chickens would in no way be
disposed of nor be given away, but was the property of the
child as long as he or she lived with the parents., W¥hen
he or she, as the case ﬁay be, became grown, the whole
amount was given to them so that when a &oung-?an or wéman
'f?frried, uéually ‘the rouple started out in 1ife with
j33§§ioient stock, if nothing more.
~ _When the young brave went the first time to see his
"future bgide," after deoid;ng to have a wife, after try-
ing himself out as to how to make the approach, he would
walk into the room where she might happen to be seated with
the Cést of the fam;ly,(usuali;Ly at a publiec gathering) and
- durigglthe conversation, heféoughf and soon fdund‘anrOp-
portunif& to toss a gravel ér pebble at her while the other
members of the family were ixot' paying attention. The "fair ’
on;;;éobn asgertained the source the pebdble came from and

filly comprehended the significance of those 1ittle

messengers of-love, If she apprbved she returned the
- . f
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pebbles slyly and silently as they came and sométimes
a little ;mile was added with the pebble messenger as
it was tossed back to the young brave. If she disap-
proved she suddenly sprang from her seat, furned a
frowned face of disapproval upon him and silently left
the room, which act signified that everything éas,ofr.
This usually ended the matter of matrimony though not

/

-a8 word had been spoken between them.,
R N A

In the event the gebbla was tossed back by the
maid ’to the young bra;; he joyfully left for the door
with "Eya-1i" (I go) and the parents usually responded
in the 1nrormél"0mih"(very well). This essent was
given by father or mother. .

The young breve would return in a few days with
a reﬁ presents for the parents of the girl and to secure
their approval, If accepted by them a feast was pre-
‘pa:ed~and friends were invited. When all were aésembled
on the day set, the-groom was plaged in one room and the

bride in another and. the doors alosed. A distance of

" two or three hundred feetqwas measured off and at the

-
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farther end a post was set up, and ‘fhe given signal,
the door ;r the bride's Foom was thrown open and at

once the ﬁfide Jjumped out and sta{}ed for the polg\with )
the iightnesa and swiftness of a de;r. { she haé\
gotten a few rods ahead, or e;ough s \ $+ to keep from
'beiné caught, if she was so inclapéd, the door of the
groom's room was thrown open ﬁﬁégout he came with swift-<'
ness to ov?rtake the girl if poésible before she reached
the goa%,'much to the agué;ment of the spsctators,

Yery often to ti& the sincerity of his affection,
the girl did not let him overtake her until she was only
a few feet.from the goal, when the young brave would
cateh up with her. The sisters of the groom would then
ecarry the bride back te the house., Sometimes if she
had changed her mind in éegard to marrying thp man or
hel some”other men in view after public acknowledgment’
to the groom, she did not let him overtake her in the
race since she was fleet of foot herself,\which was an

acknowledgment to the public that there would.be no

marriage, but such a fesulf seldom happened.
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5’ gf%ér the bride wasjﬁrought buck to the house she

¥

[ ~

#® . i . : :
- ‘mgs/seated on a blacket or buffalo hide spresd.cn’ the ,

5 '7und and a circle of women immediately”férmedoarbund"
pbr. various kinds of presents were bestdwedlppan her.
fter the ifts, .n« dinner prepared for the occasio ,
when they werebronounced man wngd wifé, tley all vetﬁrned‘
to their respective homeswiyh hu.ppy ‘7.4 merry hearts.
fter the cerémony §nd the festi%al, the'young

céupledbuilt a lo2 house, trees being abund.nt for this
 §urpose, on a certain selected spot of ground.most con-
.venient. ;he& fenced off a few acres of lund, and cleared
it for ,lanting of éorn, beans, .otatoes an« oﬁher

necessitics ¢f life. They resided at tnishew home which

4 s
U
’

t%és exclusiv ly their rights and were strictly respected
© by 2ll. I theAbrave became diss.tisfied :nd wished to
mo?e to another‘plucé‘then his cl=im was rorfeited a.d
=nother fanily took possession of +the place, providing
- - th2t the improvements were first pai@ for. iunis was the
way the Choctaws of the olden days lived, prospered, and
enjoyed a good time,

Wote: ( The wording of the manuscripts of prete Coie,
Choctaw Indian, is not chasnged. Zd. )
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