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Pete W, Cole, -
Interviewer,
October 15, 1937.

sn Interview with em Folsom,
' Cairo, Oklahomse

Adam Folsom ia a Choctaw Indian forty-six years old.
He was once a student in the Morrow Indian Baptist Acadeny,
later designated the Indian Orphans® Homs. He still lives
near the site of this Home, near Cairo,in Coasl County.

We have learned that in 18Y0 the Missouri, Kensas
and 'l‘ox)us, Bailrc:gﬂ completed its line across the Kansas
barder, the first to enter CKlshoms. The Govermment hed
offered a grant of every other section of land for a dis-.
tance of five muea‘on both sides of the right-of-way to
the road that first reached tha\'Tcrritory. Three of the |
campanies were in the race ani the Katy( won. This line
ran first as fer as Vinita. In 1871 it reached Muai:ogeﬁ,'
1n-1672 extended to Texms. It was on this route that the
town of Atoka wa» first organized as a town, There was
‘nothing of importance tnat atoks was known for other than
to say that there were only a few stores on the banks of

Bogg§ Creok and a few houses alon; the railrced. This
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has bun a éradfng post for the Chootaw Indians. it most
timea the Choch'a ww.ld bring to Atoka- lmt;they had to
sell ‘and thqr bon@xt nccesaitiea in return . Aa the town
o edvanced 1t moved i‘a.rtheq away from the bank of the creck
| south until now . there is nothing mmaining of the first
* business buildings enommilt on the bank of loggy. 4long
with the advancement and buflding up af the townsof atoka,
one of the oldest clurches of Atoks was bulls and an old
Conifederate soldier, Reverend J. S. Murrow, e missionery
to Indianh Territory, played an, important part in the upe
building of ihis pupnst m. The first Baptist Church
in Atoka was built & short time after th? Migsouri, Kansas
and Texas Rsilroad ;vaa buflt thyewsh-heres. The chn;'cli was
located on the site on wimt is nor tiie proparty of en indi-
vidual, As the town advanced, the church adva:seod and
after & fow years it was moved ’tq anothé? location west
\abouk two blocks from the old site, There asre several t;oye
end girls who attended the Indian Beptist Academy 1in Atoka
still living. | | |
Adam Folaom, a full blood Choctaw.Indiax, once one of
the atudents of this school in Atoks; was one of the many



FOLSOM, ADAM | INTERVIER (7814

b ’ -
' 4 e
o £ N Ty

stm!ont(a who attended aéhool at Murrow Indi&}{n Bapti;-ct
Aeedany: He was a very small iad\ at that t!.pe tat l’u} o;njoyedw"
his stay ot school because there was mot ver: mich worlk that
he eoul'd do.w liGst of the work was dons by la\irger boys and

|

giris. K
After the school moved to its new locatic;n near Cairo,
Oklahoms, a swall plaeelin Coal County,. in Sec"non 268, Towne
ship 2 North, Range 11 Esst, the neme of Indisn|Baptist
Acedeny was changed to Murrow Indian Urphans’ Home, which
disqualified idam as e student at this school, both of his
parents being alin‘ at that time; although he was iiving
only a short distance from school; as he was only\\a goall
led and interested in attending ach‘bc;l, the school: authcx;i-
ties.were kind enough -to £1nd work for .hs.m to do, ép that
he stayed and worked for about two yoaﬁ at the 1&1%::
Orphans’ Acadexmy a?.though he~ d1d not attand school. \\,Adam's
| chisf work waa to take meil to & flag station mear th;\
aschool on the Rock Iala_xnd Railroad. He was also a nxease}hger
’.bdjr, drove the milch cows to pasture, cerried water ant} other

\ o
o@d work, 811 of which he enjoyed very mache \
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After this achool was moved %o its new location the.

. _ Deme was changed to “"Unchuks" and post 6fﬁco adopted by

that name. The word Unchuks in Choctaw is "My Home".
'I'harcroro_, tin school was known 283 f‘My Hoine". A Tew years
later it was discontinued and. the school was consolidated
with Bacone College, snother Baptiat School near Luskogee,
Oklahome, The old abandoned “"Unchuka" Indian Orphen Home
buildings ere 8till standing 2t the old site badly in need
’c;f ‘attention.‘ Reni.:fora ere working the lund and taking care
of the place. If proper attention were given it at the
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present tima, this wouid be a wonderful place.
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