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Interview with Mam Foleom,
Cairot

Adam Folaom la a Choctaw Indian forty-six years old*

He was once a student in the Morrow Indian Baptist A cad any,

Inter designated the Indian Orphans' Horns. He s t i l l l i ves

near the s i te of this Horns, near Cairo, in Coal County.

We have learned that in 1870 the Missouri, Kansas

and Texas Railroad completed i t s Una across the Kansas

border, the f irs t to entar Oklahoma, The Government had

offered a grant of erory other section of land for a d i s -

tance of five miles on both sides of the right-of-way to

the road that f i r s t reached the ?orritory« Three of the

companies were in the race and the Katy won* This l ine

ran f i r s t as far as Vinita. In 1871 i t reached Muekogee,

in-1872 extended to ?exas* I t was on this route that the

t»wn of Atoka wa>» f i r s t organized as a town* There was

nothing of importance that -a-toka was known for other than

to 'say that there were only a few stores on the banks of

Boggy Creek and a few houses along the railroad* This
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has been a trading post ft>r the Choctaw Indians. At moat

tiroefl the Choctawa would brin# to Atoka what tthey had to

sel l and tftey bought, necessities In return • Aa the town

fidTancad i t moved farther away tvcm the bank of tfaa creek

south until nqw tbtre %* nothing reKsinlng of the first

buslifeoa building* «ncot«iilt on Uia bank of 'joggy. Along

with the adTancentent and ^ulldins up qf th© toim^of At oka»

one of the oldest chnrchas of -̂ toka was built and an old

Confederate soldier, Rererend J* S» Morroŵ  a miaeionary

to Indian Territory, played an important part In the up-
to '

«

building of 2hls Baptist Cimrch. The first Baptist Church

in Atoka was built a short time after the Missouri, Kansas

and Xexa3 Railroad was built tfcret*gii*$0v<e* The chureh was

located on the s i te on what i s nor tBe proparty of an indl-

ridual. As the town advanced, the church advanced and

after a few years i t was moved to another location west

about two blocks from the old site* There are several boys

and girls who attended the Indian Baptist Acadsny in Atoka

s t i l l living.

Adam Folsorn^ a ful l blood Choctaw. Indian^ once one of

the students oi this school in Atoka, was one of the many
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students who attended school at Morrow Indiejn Baptist .
i

Acadeey. He was a fery small lad. at that time but he enjoyed

his stay at school because there was not very much work that
i

he could do« Most of the work was done by larger boys and

gir l* .

After the school moved to its new location near Cairo,

Oklahoma, a small place in Coal County, in Section 26, Town*

ship 2 North, Range U Best, the name of Indian; Baptist

Academy was changed to Morrow Indian Orphans* Bone, which

disqualified Adam as a student at this school, both of his

parents being alive at that time; although he was living

only a short distance from school; as he was only a snail

lad and interested in attending school, the school author!-

ties.were kind enough to find work for him to do, so that

he stayed and worked for about two years at the Indian

Orphans9 Academy although he did not attend school. Adam's

chief work was to take saail to a flag station near the -

school on the Rock Island Railroad, He was also a messenger

boy, drove the milch cows to pasture, carried water and oilier

odd work, all of which he enjoyed very much* \



. " . • 1)
•• •

, ADM Umanm 7814

After this school was moved to i t s new* location the.

sane was changed to wUndwka" and post office adopted by

that name* The voxel Unchuka in Choctaw. i s "ify Home".

Therefore, the school .was known as "My Hone" • A few years

later i t was discontinued and. the school was consolidated

with flacone College, another Baptist School near Muskogeo,

Oklahoma, The old abandoned "Unchnka" Indian Orphen Home

boilftings are s t i l l standing a t the old s i t e badly in need

of attention* Renters ara working the land and taking care

of the place* If proper attention were given i t at the

present time, th is would be a wonderful place*


