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Charline M. Oulbertson, [nvestigator |,
November 3, 1937

) .\“' . . . An interview with Mrs. Mattie Foster, ) 3
' West Apache, McAlester, Oklahoma.

Ve

1 was born in Decatur, Texas, in the year of 1875._7:"h

S
L3 (="

- My parentsi were Dr. and Mrs. E. N. Remsey, ‘Father' . P
wes a dentist and also repaired watc%s. Mother was &

buried in Atoks, but Father left when I was but a young
girl and I never knew what becamy/of him,
We came to the Indiean Tey(tory in 1879, traveling
‘ travel with other groups

in a covered wagon. We did net

but came dlome. Ve located, at Atoka because a men pamed

J. A. Dillon insisted thet Father settle here, pecause he

thought Father mi ght be able to securs a very good business

as there were no other dentists nor watch repairmen in
Atoka. |
" our first hom/e in Atoka still stends . a short

distance west of the Katy depot. It was a amall tliree-
room frams house. We bought the placg from Thort Downing,
a white man,but I do not know who owns it today.

There were three or four stores in Atoka when ‘:e
went there. J. A. Dillon had a grocery store; he‘ waé

the man who persuaded Father to locate in Atoka. A, B.
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Cass had a store and Father had his watch repéir shop in this

store. I do not recall who operated the'gfher twé stores.

The old Beptist Church wes located across frop where the
: ) C

. post office is foday,on a lot where a filling stetion how is.

_ Father lurrow organized this Church which Incians and whites

-

‘both attended.

The Indian court house used to be across fron the
Treriiel home; the lot is vacant tedéy.’ There are a few

willow trees there and at that time there was a fine spring

4
-~

on the lot.
I gént to school to°“a teacher named Emre Tell who

had a small cless. MNother paid two dollars a month for
me t0 g0 to-this school. B. S. Sﬁiser was also my teacher
at one tire. We used the Blue-Back Speller.

OQur personal friends among the Indians were Mrs.
J. ~e Dllon, Mrs. Smallwood\;nd Osbcrn Fisher.

Ve did all our trading at Atoka.

They also hagd t%e Indian Association at Atoka.
The menbers of the giQe Tribes gathered under a brush arbor

! IS !
not fer from where the high school is located now. I

: :
remenber very little about the meeting other than seeing

A%
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th% big pots of paeshofa all over the grounﬁs. Some of ~// /
the Indians were dressed in blankets. There also were S /
five interpreters. . ' ’ . /

Y

There was a toll bridge across Boggy Creek Jjust

/
o, , ,
qorth of the city limits of Atoka which wasg operated by

Bish Ward. {
| ~ * ' |
| I recell one United “tates ! arshal nemed Jack

Ellis.
The geme was plentiful and we did not have to

&

search for it.

L]

I have wy mother's brooch and the watch which

\

/ she brought witn h: r when she care to the Territory.

4 : .
l'other also took in sewing and she would knit socks snd

&,

wristlets)which she sold but I do not recegll the prices |

she got for them. /
Indian courpfwas neld in Atoka once a mqnth
while the white peéple had to go to iort Smith, .rkansas
to court,
I remquer an'Indian boy, I do not recall his ’

name,* who bgﬁg his grendriother to death because she vould
!

not give h#@ fifty cents. The jucge senténced this

7
!
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Indien boy to die but set him free f‘(;r’ thirty days end
after the ’chirty‘ days were up\;ﬁe\ revturned and before he
ﬁwas shot he rédé on top of hié coffin in a wagon.

The sheriff put & black spot near his heart and

LS
fired one shot and this Indian bo¥ was dead.
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