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Gharline M. Oulbertson, Invest i'gu t o r ,
November 3 , 1937

^ . . . An interview with Mrs. Mattie F o s t e r ,

West Apache, McAlester, Oklahoma.

I was born in Decatur, Texas f in the year of 1875. *'

My parents were Dr» and Mrs. E. N. Ramsey. • Father

was a d e n t i s t and a l s o repaired watches. Mother w.as $

buried in Atokavbut Father l e f t when I was but a young

g i r l and I never knew what became of him.

We came t o the Indian Terr i tory in 1879, t r a v e l i n g

in a covered wagon. We did not t r a v e l with other groups
but came a l o n e . We l o c a t e d . a t Atoka because a man named

J. A. D i l l o n i n s i s t e d that Father s e t t l e here because he

thought Father might be able to secure a very good b u s i n e s s

as there were no other d e n t i s t s nor watch repairmen in

Atoka.

Our f i r s t home in Atoka s t i l l stands . a short

d i s tance west of the Katy depot . I t was a small t h r e e -

room frame house . We bought the p lace from Thort Downing,

a white man,but I do not know who owns i t today.

There were three or four s t o r e s in Atoka when we

v e s t t h e r e . J . A. Q i l l o n had a grocery s t o r e ; he was

the man who persuaded Father t o l o c a t e in Atoka. A. B.
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Cass had a store and Father had his watch repair shop in th i s

s to re . I do not recal l who operated the other two s tores .

The old Baptist Church was located across fron where the

post office i s today, on a lo t where a f i l l i n g s ta t ion how i s .

Father I.urrow organized th is Church which Indians and whites

both attended.

The Indian court' house used to be across f roru the

Trsiihel homej the l o t i s vacant today. There are a few

willow t rees there and at ttijat t ine there was a fine spring

K>n the l o t .

I went to school to ' a teacher named Emna Tell who
>

had a small c lass . Fother paid .two dollars a month for

me to go to th i s school. B. S. Smiser was also my teacher

at one t i n e . We used the Blue-Back Speller .

Our personal friends among the Indians were Mrs.
\

J. A. Dillon, Mrs. Smallwood and Osbcrn Fisher.
Y?e did a l l our trading a£ Atoka.

*

They also had the Indian Association at Atoka.

The members pf the |Hve Tribes gathered under a brush arbor

not far from where the high school is located now. I

»
remenber vtry little about the meeting other than seeing
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the big pots of peshofe all over the grounds. Some of

the Indians were dressed in blankets. There also were

filve interpreters.

% There was a toll bridge across Boggy Creek just

n;orth of the city limits of Atoka which was operated by

ELsh Ward,
I *

I I recall one United states I arshal named Jack

El l i s .

The game was plentiful and we did not have to

search for i t .

I have my mother's brooch and the watch which

she brought with h> r when she care to the Territory.

I'other also took in sewing and she would knit socks and

wri s t ie ts ; which she sold but I do not recall the prices

she got for th-em. j

Indian court/was ~eld in Atoka once a month

while the white people had to go to iort Smith, Arkansas

to court.

I reraenber an Indian boy, I do not recall his

name,* who be/t his grandnother to death because she vould

not give h:j/m fifty cents. The judge sentence'd' this

3
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Indian boy to die but set him, free for thirty days and

after the thirty days were up he returned and before he

was shot he rode on top of his coffin ^n a -wagon.

The sheriff put a black spot near his heart and

fired one shot and this Indian boy'was dead.


