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Charline M. Culbertson,

Investigator. : .
Mersh 9, 1938. . /
Interview with Mrs. Anna E. Folaom, \
( McAlester, Oklahoma., AN
‘ Born 18589.

Father-ifiilliam Mackey.
Mother-Mery Mackey.

1

1 was born at Talihina, Indiam Territory in the year
1859, three miles sat of the Indian Council Louss where the
Choctaw Laws wers made. This place vwas not called Talihina
at this time but was knéulas Kiamichi Valley; however, it is
the sams ground where Talihina is to&ay. - T

My psrents were William and Mary Mackey. Mother is
buried in Missouri while rather is buried at Webbers Falls,
He was not in the Civil War,

e lived in the Kiamichi Valley s;xteen years. The
house where 1 was born was hewed pine log house, with a stone
chiﬁney and good flooring and win@ows.

Father was a hunter,‘killing wolves, coyotes,deer and
wild turkeys., We had a easy life in those days as we did vexy
little work. Father got a bounty on wolves and ‘coyotes,I

think he regeived 35.00 & head for coyotes and wolves. There

~ were 8lso lions in these sountaina.
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Father didn't farmt any, only raised fhings we could eat
such as corn, beans and tabbege. He went to F.rt Smith, J
,A\rkaneaajto do his trading for such things a6 sugar and
flour and arviunition, -Oftexr;_timea tk%e neighboring men would
go together in hack: With wagons fouémg so as to bring
back the supplies. The wives and children didn't go ;m these
trips which would take acout ten days or two weeks. _

‘I attended th. Missionary Beptist schoel at Atoka,
Mixed breeds were -not always allowed to atio’nd‘;he*pchools.
4 Mr. Morrow was Superintendent of this Baptigt sAchool. The
teachers wers Mr. Gatewood and innie Homf We had no school
house & Talibina. The school house was lec&ted east of Atoka
and was & little log cabin with puncheon floors and seats.
Our books were the MeGuffy Reader, Blue Backvspeller and Rays
Arithmetic. Our‘ edugation waa.limited. I only attended here
two pears when I was nea: the age of tueive or fourteen. As
my pamants did not live there I stayed in the home of an
aunt Mrs. Lizda Ferbis,

The only store 1 recall in Atoka at this date was the

- Tom Harris Comuissary store. Church was held in the Choctaw
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Council Bbusp and we had a8 Missjbnary Reptist preacher who
ceme oncde a month. ‘ﬁ;a name was Reverend Walter Fain. The
Council ﬂZuse was a pewed oak log houss. It had thres rooms
at first and in 'later ysars more rdoms were added to itq Our
“fiirniture wag home-made. Father iad three or four saddle
ponies but no other stock as he spaent most his time huniing.
R recall one ferry across the Kiamichi Rive#,which nas a
mile from our place a¥ Palihina. It was called the'Squirrel-
field Ferry; this name had been given to it by the Indiana.
It was operated by a Mr. Fields. Ve also crossed the river -
in canoes and flat GOats operatéd by white men.
Our principal Indian foods‘wérp‘éalléd Tonsy, Tom Fuller
and Pashofa. Tonsy is a mixed dish of béans, corn,jonatoes
‘and potatoes, We alway; raised good gardens. Most all thee
faming done was in what we oallué Tom Fuller patches. Plant-
ing was all done in hills. The be&ns were pianted in small
circles with willow sticks for them to run on. In theae days
~we lmew nothing of coffee.

\ .
Our big fish fries we had were down on the kiamichi Rivex

The only thin we ate with our fish was corn bread. The Choc=

<
.
J <
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B ta' Indians would catch these fish by putting shoe atring
wead in saclu)and getting fnho canoes they would drag this
sack elong the banks of the river. This would make the
fish drunk and then they came to the top of the watec;,it
.waa easy to catch them by hand and in this way the amall
fish were not destroyed. The Indians fried the fish-in biyg
wash pots and‘ used a forked hickory stick to turn the fikh -

with.’

Some of] the bq:rks they used in making‘dyas weres sumack
which made ellow;' maple made purple, postoak made brown, <
wild turkeff roots made pink, ash bark made light re{ a;ui tea
made frompsh bark was also usad to cure chilla.
dmother, Mrs. Ora Mackey, had a loom and did all
of our yeaving. FPFrank Colbert,a full blood (Ek’xoctaw Indien,
we cal)ed our Medicine b.&an.. His home was in Atoka but he
traveled about the Territory practicdng medicine., He made
all Yis medicine from herba.

I have attended many of the Choctaw Medicine ;Dancea.

.Qances were for the sick and were not called Pashofa

ces 83 has been claimed by soms. A Pashofa Dance was a
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nhrry mking dahce and not for the sick.

A"\" The patieni.e at ‘the Medicine Danco\ would be dying around

95 & -

on \‘gfm“ Erds?nd ox deer\ skins and ot?wr lLina ,and those who

c «( t~°

weye @1& woumﬁdance \smung 8 pot\ of dicine made from
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hexbs. Rach eﬁa‘t xoemﬁ ‘«mlaca-igxg s half a cup of this medicine
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Dance which was similar to
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the Phghora dapcqxa, hewg#\cr) at tne ﬁre Dance, the Indians would dance
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B dround amall bonrfimbkc}nﬁteéd of déncmg around one big pot °

of Pashora\.. \\ N SR
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