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Interview with Mrs. Anna E. Folspin, \
McAlester, Oklahoma.

Bora 1859.
Father-William Mackey.

Mother-Mary Mackey.

I was born at Talihina, Indian Territory, in the year

1859, three miles eat of the Indian Council House where the

Choctaw Laws were made. This plaoe was not c&iled Talihina

at this time but was knomas Kiamichi Valley; however, i t i s

the same ground where Talihina i s today- ~ ~~—

My parents were William and Mary Mackey. Mother i s

buried in Missouri while Father i s buried at Webbers Fal l s ,

He was not in the Civil War,

We lived in the Kiamichi Valley sixteen years. The

house where I was born was hewed pine log house, with a stone

chimney and good flooring and windows.

Father was a hunter, ki l l ing wolves, coyotes,deer and

wild turkeys. We had a easy l i f e in those days as we did very

l i t t l e work. Father got a bounty on wolves and coyotes,I

think he'received IS.00 a head for coyotes and wolves. There

were also lions in these .fountains.
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Father d i d n ' t farm any only ra i sed th ings we could eat

auch as corn, bea&8 and cabbage. He went to ?.>rt Smith,

Arkansas, t o do h i s t r a d i n g for such th ings as sugar and

f lour and arinunition. O f t e n t i m e s the neighboring men would

go together in hack:.- wi th wagons following so a s t o br ing

back the supp l i e s . The wives and chi ldren d i d n ' t gp on these

t r i p s which would take a^out t e n days or two weeks*

I attended thi Missionary Bapt i s t school a t Atoka»

Mixed breeds were not always allowed to a t tend"-the "schools .

A Mr. Morrow was Superintendent of t h i s Bapt i s t j school . The

teachers were Mr. Gatewood and Annie Horn. fle~hed no school
<-»

<»
house a t T a l i h i n a . The school house was l o c a t e d e a s t of Atoka

and was a l i t t l e log cabin with puncheon floors and seats.

Our books were the McGuffy Reader, Blue Back Speller and Rays

Arithmetic. Our eduaation was limited. I only attended here

two fears when I was near the age of twelve or fourteen. As

my parent8 did not live there I stayed in the horae of an

aunt, Mrs. Liza Ferbia.

The only store I recall in Atoka at this date was the

Tom Harris Commissary store. Church was held in the Choctaw
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Council E^use and we had a MissJ/bnery Baptist preacher who

came once a month. His name was Reverend Walter Fain. The

Council House was a hewed oak log house. I t had three rooms

at f i r s t and in l a t e r years more rooms were added to i t . . Our

^f&rniture was, home-made. Father iiad three or four saddle

ponies but no other s t o c k ^ s he spent most h i s time hunting*

I r eca l l one ferry across the Kiamichi River which was a

mile from our place a t Sa l ib ina . I t was cal led the Squi r re l -

f ie ld Ferry; t h i s name had been given to i t by the Indians .

I t was operated by a Mr. F i e lds . We also crossed the r i v e r

in canoes and f l a t boats operated by white men.

Our pr inc ipa l Indian foods were cal led Tonsy, Tom Fu l l e r

and Pashofa. Tonsy i s a mixed dish of beans, corn,tomatoes

and potatoes* We always raised good gardens. Most a l l the&

faming done was in what we cal led Tom Fu l l e r patches* P lan t -

ing was a l l done in h i l l s . The beans were planted in small

c i r c l e s with willow s t i cks for them to run on. In these days

we knew nothing of coffee.

Our big f ish f r i e s we had were down on the fciamiohi Rivet

The only th in we a t e with our f i sh was corn bread. The Choc*
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taw Indians would catch those fish by putting shoe string

weed in sacks, and getting into oanoes they would drag th is

sack along the banks of the river. This would make the

fish drunk and then they came to the top of the Hater;it

was easy to catch them by hand and in th i s way the email

fish were not destroyed. The Indians fried the fish-In big

wash pots and used a forked hickory stick to turn the fish -

with, ,

Some off the bâ rks they used in making dyes were auraack

which made iyellow/ maple made purple, post oak made brown,

/

wild turke/r roots made pink, ash bark made light red and tea

made f rorafash bark was also usad to cure ch i l l s .

My grandmother, Mrs. Ora Mackey, had a loom and did a l l

of our weaving. Frank Colbert, a ful l blood Choctaw Indian,

we called our Medicine ifian. His home was in Atoka but he

traveled about the Territory practicing medicine. He made

ai l b/is medicine from herbs.

I have attended many of the Choctaw Medicine Dances.

TheMe dances were for the sick and were not called Pashofa

ices as has been claimed by some, A Pashofa Dance was a
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making dance and not for th« sick*
. - ° ^ * • 1A" The patients at the Medicine Dance would be 4ying around

on-$£»'grtftfnd on deer\ skins and other tkina^and those who

wars eJgl^'wouId:4iahce ^roun4 Q pot of tnadiclna made from

herbs. Each âSbLeaif WricL drink.a half a! cup of this medicine

the paahofa danc< s; .hpnaV*

around* email

of paehofa.

Dance which «*s similar to

glre Dance, the Indians would dance

dancing around one big pot * v


