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Mi IMPEWlSSfi .-. ITU SALLIE FITZPATRICK
2 miles south and west of Kiowa

I was born in Lee County Arkansas, where I lived un-

t i l I moved to Tulsa, Indian Terr i tory, in 1901. My parents^

John and Sarah Lee Jones (lived and were buried in Lee County.

Arkansas.

tfe moved to the Territory in a ..agon driven b, a horse

team* Our two wagons and two teams were a l l we thought with

us, as we didn ' t t ravel with other families or groups. We had

no reason for-locating about ten miles west of Tulsa, we only

drifted in there. We started out with some c a t t l e , but sold

them before we got to the Terr i tory. There were*very few

whites out in the country- from Tulsa but most of the inhabitants

were the Creek Indians or the clan of Snake Indians which were

rather wild. However, they never bothered us, but I can re -
• ,

'member how afraid 1 was of the.a.

5»e had a very hard time in renting a place*, .as the In-

dians were not supposed to rent unt i l on a certain d&y in liarch,
r

\

However there was a Creek -Indian woman who l e t us rent her log

house as that was what a l l the houses were made of. Her name

was Kates, and she had kil led two of her husbands in t h i s house.

For th i s crime she waa never punished.
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For aometitne before renting th i s plaoe we lived in

a tent and cooked over a canpfire. Our house was^s were a l l

the other housesjOf log construction. I t had plank f loors,

clapboard roof ,v and had no windows only shut ters . About ' f i f ty

yards from the house ware the graves of the men that the Creek

Indian woman Kates had ki l led ,

The Indians believed in feeding the aead so she would /

go out and put bowls of food on the ^rave. The Creek Indians /

would bury the i r children in hollow t reos . They would often h
i

be found when anyone would go out and cut a t ree down for wood7.

The l i t t l e skeletons would be in the t r e e . The adults were

laid out on a scaffold and put up in t r e e s .

My husband planted a l i t t l e crop which was mostly co/m

and wheat, with very l i t t l e cotton. At that time there wa/s no

cotton gin in Tulsa, only two flour mi l l s . Flour sold far f i f ty

cents for f i f ty jounds. j

We made our Own furniture which consisted of beds, t ab l e s ,
i

and chairs . We had what was celled the trundle bed, o^e which
/

was very high and the other which was much lower. In/ the day-
/'

time we would s l ip the smaller one under the larger c?ne as we

had only one room. . • / ?

A year l a to r we .roved onto the hank of L i t t l e River

near Dexter, or what iB»now Clayton,Oklahoma. There was a
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l i t t l e s t o r e t he re operated by William Garland wh was a

c a t t l e man in connection with h i s s t o r e . This bui ld ing

i s s t i l l ' s t a n d i n g in Clayton, the l a s t I heard", however •

I do not know what i t i s being used fo r .

Our p r inc ip l e food was meat ana t r e a d , as the re was

l o t s ' ' o f game such as; turkeys and dee r . Me d i d n f t catch

very aany f i sh in L i t t l e River however, but when we- l ived

near Tulsa wu caught l o t s of Yellow cotf ish in the Ar-

kansas River .

There were l o t s of wild horses which belonged to the

Choctaw Indians , They were not branded and I do not know

how the Indians could t e l l them a p a r t , but they d id . V«e

bought one from an Indian and paid him twenty d o l l a r s fo r

i t . Those horses were very easy to tame, auu they would '

run through the woods l i k e a dee r .

He 'had a few fullblood Choctaw f r i ends , and 1 w i l l

give you the names of two. They were Lefus Bynum and Bynum

Bates. Lefus Bynum once to ld ;me he could stake i t r a i n by

baptising a black o a t , 1 to ld him i f he could make i t r a i n ,

as we did need a ra in very badly, t h a t 1 wo.uld give him a

Chicken. Well ho baptised the oa t , i t ra ined, and Lefus

got h i s chicken.


