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Interviewer, - Graoe Kelley,
September 17, 1937,

Interview with George Louis Hemn,

Dowar.
Born -Gowa, Illinois.
Parents Reared by a step-father.

Allo0 Lalloux, mother.
Born, France,

¥hen I cane to South Cansdian forty-five years
ago on the train there were three stores, one of ®iich
included the post office. A man nemed Memnems had a
cotton gin; there was & blackmmith shop, hotel and
a very small depot.

Afde %0 Un.‘lted States Marshal.

I rode the western mrt of Tulse shen the grass
was t0 the saddlshom and c¢attle were grazing thiough
there.

Somptimes we would have two wans when we expected
to b‘e gone for about thirty degys. Shese thirty deys
seamad mach longer than that for ;vu-y nerve was alert,

Jomedimes we would de without sleep until we couldn't
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stay awake sy longer. Whem we got that tired it wes
best to0 hunt a g:oé hiding phco and get.some rest for

a man's nerves don't act quickly when win out. ¥%e would
set a course, then follow the Indisan trails as far s
they went our ey, then cut across the hills until we

came t0 & treil that was going our wayana . follow

.that one as far as it went. We wuld make cmp and leave
a man or tw with the wagon while the others looked the
country over for outlams. At night we made our beds

- 4{n places where ws Ould be near the wagons in the safest
place wo cald find.

Ve wont disgnised all the tine; I wre dresses a
lot of the tims. One time we made our beds under the
wagons at the head of San Bois M. Red Rogars from
Sallisaw was owr leeder,

Ons tims somsone started shooting at our wagon
wheels, in fact, they shot tw spokes out. ¢ got out
into the high grass tut it was impossidble toc see them or V4
to know who they were so shen they left we followed thenm.
They led us to where a dunch of Indians were in ommp and
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had had their danoces Mut ;rera gotting ready to go home,
We asrrested some and they were a very scared bunclh for
they had thought we were horse thieves and they hed
nolested law officers.

%e trained ourselves to know when enyone was spproache
ing. I guess it is the electrioity in the air. I can be
gsleep snd somsone tome toward me as quietly as possible snd
his presenee in the room will awgken me without his making
any noise. I never pey rmch attention to names for it
is 50 easy to change a nsme but I never forgst a fece end
by atudying a minute I czn remember what I need to know
about a person. I have studied personzlities. It was part
of sn officer's training snd work snd I know human nature
for by watching a man or knowing him for two or three days
I can tell if he can be trusted or if he will dear watch-
ing, <

The prairie dog, Indtan ani rgttlesnake were our
closest neighbors. 7e would ride all dey and not see &
person. Mefbe the next day we would see one or two

persons and they were likely to be Indians. A wegon would
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hold =1l ths wire between Okldhoma City emd Tulsa tlen,
end that wuld be awund 1ittle Indian cxops or now and
then 2 horse msture at a ranch.

If we gaw a lone tree, we would go to it for there
wes surs 0 be a8 trail by it .es everybody used lone trees
es land merks. One tims we ocrossed a hill % a point
vhere we could see a lone tree on Kill's Prairie, in the
Choectaw Rutfon et &; hesd of Bois Creek. A plece of
rope was hanging from a Ximd, The trsil there was called
Horae Thief Trail and went fram Texas to Kemsas, Tiere
were no ferries on it, just fords. It cro:aed the ¥inding
Stair Mountains and pessed close to Talihina,

We always lcoked for smoke from e cemp fire, for
the person we were after wag sure to meke & fire.for
food sooner or later. Sometimes it was so agell tat it
would be almost impohsible to see tut if they didn't kuow
we were after them 1't aould be essy to ses. Somstimes
it wuldn't dbe the right ones at all, Other times we
found someone who oould give valmb‘ie"tnibmtion % us.
You ocould see this smoke for miles, whether amall or large.
Sometimes thers would be sight or gen wagom with freight

or supplies in them.
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A 4

I bave loft my horse a quarter of e mile from an
outlaw's house and not have a friend sround, crawl under
his porch when he was in the house and listen ¢to what he
and the others were talking :bout. If he was | not there
I'd get out and look for tracks. You can tell a lot by
tracks; as,for example, they are leaving snd whether
heavily icaded as for a long stay. Sleep during the dey
end stay awake at night was the safest way in a time like
that, but I 41dn't sleep under the porch. I alept fn a
vell hidden place away fivm his home. Sometimes it was
discoureging and I would aimcst it listening but I
wuld freeze it out and he would come home. The next
morning he would get up and first @ out to see if his
horse 7as all right and feed 1t. I would wait until he came
back but get betwesn him snd the door or houss. Sometimes
he would be unammed st that hour but if he hed e gun on
(and I ususlly knew by watching him as he went to the barn)
my appsarsnce was s0 unsxpected thst I would zet ine dxop
befors he could use his gun.,  The arlreat would be mede

without hdving to.shoot gmmr get shot by him,
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I never get excited as that kT;opa the mind and neivea
from working properly, en Ia’w setn plenty of men toth
good and bad die. ]
One time E went to a door and; rapped. The doo:siwas
opened erd two guns were in my fscs. I was told to "fill
that saddle.,” V¥ell, that wasn't any time to taik; I couldn't
get my gun out with those guns in my face, there zas plenty
of room in my saddle and other times ¢to come back to get a
different reception. I filled the saddle and got eway
from there.
I have been sll over Oklahome but mostly samwng the
Five Civilized Trides. They wouldn't talk mmch but would
make signs and grunt. Some were friendly but if an Indien
shodk his head and threw his aym gaway from his plage,
you had better lesve for he wouldn't give you sny {nformetion
and if he started in his house you had better leave as soon
as the horse wuld take you for he had gome after his gun
+hich he would use, If he told you anything you knew it
wgs the truth and if he promised snything he would keep

nis word or promise. If he liked you he would die for

you; tut 4if he didn't like you you had detter lesve him slone,

bd. Y
o
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Give an In&iap e pint of whiskey and he will g out

to the corrals and ¢z ch his best horse for you. There was

a drug that was bought at drug s2tores in mmel]l bottles, taken
" to & well and a little poured into pint bottles which were
filled +1th water end sold for so much a pint. Somstimes

the Indians wonld have fits or dic 1f too much was put into
the water. It was dangerous. Thsat was why the Governmeat
was 80 strict about whiskey teing sold to Indiems. Some of

them would go crazy and do things they wuldn't do at any

* " other time.

One tims I was at a picnic. I went there becsuse I

had heard there was going to be a wmagon of whiskey there. The

boy I reared went with me amd T asnt hinm to the baeck while
1 went the front way. An Indisn who had had too mmch to
drink didn*t want me there so he grebdbdbed my saddle gun that
I was carryini% hand. He was quite a bit larger that I
and manag;:i to shoot it twice before I could get it away
from him, Nefther shot hit ms as I was holding it from me
while trying to wrest it from him. I Jerksd it from him,
al the seme time giving him a shove which sent him down a

small embanloment and was ready to shoot when my boy hollowed
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for me not to shdot as he was “going from me." He was,
but not of his own accord but by my pushing. The law is
that an officer who shoots as a person is coming toward
him 15 shooting in self-defence dbut if for any reasan he is
going from the officer he hes quit =nd the officer is in no
denger £Yom him so his death would be called murder. I
didn't need to use the gun after I had it'mmy hands for
he was ready to be good.
Horse Thief Trail

This trail had a foxrk in i{t, ons pert was from Texas
but I don't rememdber where it entered the Indian Territory.
The other Gsme from Mena, Arkansas, to Talihina, over
the “inding Stair Mounteins; lsft South Canadian Switch
twelve or fifteen miles to the mast smd sngled northeast
into Missouri. Ug3t of it was north and south dut part
vas northeast by southwest.

I ran a ferry scuthwest of Ckmilge=, between Okm:lpee
snd Sharp on the Deep Foxk River. There 1s a ridge there
now, %hen the water was up the mail was landed on Sand

Hil1ll at Thousand Acre Lake.
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114 Bome.

There waYe lots of hogs that hed been turned out and
gons wild, raised their joung wild until you couldn't ever
tell that they came from tame stock in ths beginming.

¥ill Roberts owned s saddle =nd barness shop in
Okmigee. He married au Indien which gzve him sn Indien
Hog Right. He and s Mr. Whitecotton hired me tc kill hogs
tqr them, The hogs would weigh from three to four hundred
pounds, They were celled "dasi" mesat which meant they were
fattened on the acorns and undergrowth with no grain. The
lard doesn't get hard like that from co m-~fzttensd hogs.
Their tusks looked as if they stuck straight out but after
they were remcved from a full growm hog the two made a
aix insh ¢ircle so reelly they were esch a half circle.
They cut with these inatead of diting.

One time John fsnson and I were hunting hogs or track-
ing them. They dida't root like tame® hogs do. Tase home
root all sround & musll plagce lut wild ones will Toot a
sppt, wmalkismg in one direction, take o few steps end root
enother spot. I wemt up to the mouth of Salt Creek, a

1ittle above where the dridge is now, and foulmd some tut
| 4
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not the opss we were looking for. John had en English
bulldog which was treined for hunting snd fighting theae
hogs and for that resson she wss very valumble. He took
Famny and went down the river south of me. I heard her
rallying the hogp and hurried dowm to them. ¥We were both
horseback vhen we started cut, but when I got there hia
home was tied £ifty yards awasy from him. He was in a tree
ten feot from the ground without his gun. There were two
shoats, a sow and a male. The male was working on the
roots of the tyes trying to get John. I kidded John end
asked Bm §€ he bad hin Aimer with him. He sald be would
g0 home. ﬁ;\dinnerm I ren these hogs off as they were not
ﬂ;/ﬁ kill. I said we wmld kill them as §{% wouldn't &
for him to come down without killing the mele because he
zas fosming et the mouth end would oome back efter Johg
before we sould get away. I shot him and the dog caught
the sow. 3e couldn't shoot her for fear of hitting the dog
30 we bad %o stiek her but {t wasn't an easy job, Jodm gt
his horse and we hesrd another bunch of hogs coming o

207

the dog. 13 rather meet & bear than a wild hog. ¥e couldn't

keep Fanny back for she had had one fight and was auxious

to get into anothar with t:ese hogs which wer o female and
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g mele. The 0ld male made a mn at John end ran through
or tetween his horse's front legs and broke ons with his
tusks. I carried e single burrel shot gun which I had
sawed off at both ends, stock and barrel, and could put the
vhole load of buckshot in a playing card at twenty o
thirty steps. It was my hog killing ean. I shot the male
end we skinned, clesned and cut him in two, put him in sacks
end took him back to Roberts' plece. Vagons eouldn't g
in there 80 we had t0 ¢arry the hogs on the horses instsad
of in wagons.

vhen we didn't have anything o do we worked on a
picket fence, which was ocur hodby. There was good timbexr
end we sawsd and drove picketa around the yerd =snd lot,
meking the fence four feet high. This bog's skin touched
the éund on both s5ides when we threw it over the pickets.
Thet would be eight feet stretched out snd it wus ten feet
longe If we @t a hog that was very fat »e would have to
work fast to save it from spoiling. e couldn't taks e )
barrel and all the things to & a remlar butchering Job like

we butcher tsme hogs. e took a rope and pulley, our dog,
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gim and good knivea., 4nd don't forget the horses for they
were very important. Vhen _the hog was killed we tisd the
rope 0 his hind fee! and pulled him up %o & tree and tied
the rope to enother tree. Ve started at the feet snd cut
strips clear down; that s, cut through the skin et reglar
intervels clewr down, then cut across one of the strips at
the hind foot, took hold of it end pulled. The fat between
the skin and meat let the skin peel right off, After skin-
ning, cleaning and cutting it up, we sacked i¢, put it on
the horses and took it home. They weighed from tw hundred
to four hundred pounds. It wes fast work end the first
rrt vas dmm wo rk.

One tims Fanny gt cut dy the hog tusks from the chest

dowmz end her sides hung almost to the ground, I took my X
shirt off and tied {t srund her, bolding the incision e

together until we ®uld put her in front of me on the horse
and take her home. ¢ lald her on the perch, got some
wagon grease off the skéins of the wagon wheels, put it on
the ocut and sewsd her togesther while it was fresh done.
e put her in a shed whers it was dark, used fly spray

to keep the flies off her and she got well.
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Sharp.

Sharp had » @rist mill and gin. The sawmill was owned
by Baker and Mayberry of Ckmmlgpe and that i=s vhere the
lumber for the Honey Creek schocl houss was mmde. Joe
Sharp had a stare with the postoffice in it. He also had
tvo pst deer in his yard. Neel was s ysllow nsgro who
vorked in the gin. His wife went into the yard and the
deer cut her elothing into ribbons with its feet and she
ves Arying to get eway from 1%, Neal heard the commotion
and ran to her, drove it off and ti=d 4t up. It didmn't
like her scant I suppuae for white people could go into
the yard and 1t wouldn't bother them dut the negroes hed
to stygy out. Deer also kill snekes by jumping on them
with their front feet which oot likes knives.

I saw a cotton mteh et Sharp that produced & bale
to the aore and they left emough in the field to be a good
crop of cotton thgse deys. Th % was on the J,hmson Tiger
place. Chisf Motdy Tiger had three sons, George Limis
and Johnson who lived at home. One married my wife's
cousin, The land was rolling preirie vhich hed been

cleared of Sumaé and that was the first ocxop. The seasons
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were zore regular. If you planted & mmckage of turaip
sead you were sure t0 haveturnips in the cellar that
winter.

Creek lavw,

Motey tiger had his lew at the Council Hjuse at
Ckmlgee and 1f one did a depredation they turned him
loose smd told him when to be there and he would always
return.

Perryhill, whe died a horridble death four years age
at Hitchita, wes a Lighthorseman .ho did the excecutions.
My wife was with them when he died end the thought of the
pereons he had executed bore heavily on his mind.

Judge Parker g8is¢ went crazy, though he wes g good
judge. Some ¢riminals got what was coming to them bub
others didn’t get enough. Law officers have to be ready
at all times to answer the csll.

Tulsa Riot.

4 negro bell-boy stepped on a white lady's foot
on purpose and she hollowed. He denied he stepped on
it on purpose but that caused a riot.

.
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I was doing blackamith work at Collinaville
for people from Bartlesville to Tuls:, I went to
Tulga to get information for the Pinkerton Detestive
Agency &t Chicazo, I was given the right to arrest
ell kings and colors.

There is always someane ready to take advantage
of a riot or commotion to robe. During tle riot, when
they ran and shot the negroes, their homes were uﬁ-
rrotecteds They cleaned these houses out, sold the stuff
in them and burned the homes. Some of the negroes came
after me to go to Tulsa to hebp the rinkerton boys.
Almost everything was located and brought back,

Dick Farr was sent to ar.est & negro for having
a pint of whiskey. This negro went into the house and
$old Dick not %o come in. Dick tried to bump the door
open with his shouldsr. The negro shot tlrough the door
and hit him in the arm, so Dick went back to the Sheriff's
Office in the Council House. Sheriff Edg:r Robertson got a

saddle gun, put his hat on and started up the street. We
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knew vhere he was .going. I asked him §f he wanted any
- compeny. Ve Wept to the negro's house|where we saw s
ctirtain shake. The Sheriff shot through lthe curtain but didn't
kill the negro. "he next shot Was by: the negro and it
hit Edgar in the cemter of the foreheadd He went down like
& hog never knowing what hi{t him. Thet tumed Ckmilgee
upside down.
The negro, Steve Grayson, took sides|with the whites
ani you couldn't tell from his actions thgt he was black.
fie later ran for sheriff ut wasn't elect
K. T. Hensley was a doctor et vkmulgeq snd one of the
bunch et went with the sheriff to the pegrp's. e set
the house on fire snd wére watching for himito come out.
The blinds were all down so we couldn't see {n the house. )
Hensley and I started sround the howse to the door, he in
front. He had a double barrel shot gun. I
arms. We were expesting him to come out tud
around there he had the door open about two inthes and was
on the floor to keep from suffgeating. Henaley shot both
barrels intc his face blowing it to pieces end ve came homs

lesving him to buwrn with the house.
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A; negro wes charged with repe of a vhite woman and
T had :'zbeen looking for him for four deys and nights

withot;;t sleeping. Ky leads took me to lLoley .hich was

and is a negro towm. hey had a sign and lax not to let

the sun gp down on = white man in Foley. 1 went there

und Introdvotd myself to their sheriSf, told him my business
end that I hed reason to believe my msn had come to Eoley.
He asked if I had any pepers and I replied that ™ had my
gun. He said that as this was a negro tow he would send

a man with me so there would be no troudble. Ve looked

the town over but my men wasn't there. I received a
teledhone ec1l that & colored msn had begged breskfast

six miles e=8t of oley, that answered my description,

g0 ] started out there. hen I got two miles cast of

koley, vhere the roads crossed, I saw a hack coming. I

got down from my horse and it started esting grass. . I
thought I might ret some informstion. vhen they got close
I saw there were three white men who hed a negro c¢hained

to the back seat and they were bringing him to Holey.

hen I asked what eharge they had against him they said

they were holding him for the (kmlgee sheriff. 1 told
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them that I hed been after him for four days end wes

wom out, that there was s scar on his head in a
certain place. He had been eating breakfsst at the
constable's howse and they were bringing him in in
answer to my telephone oglle I paid them for their
trouble and told them to teke the chaing off him that I
wuldn't let him gt awsy.

%e went upstairs with him in front. All the officexs
were black and I gpt a trensfer. I eallsd E8g.r Nobsrison,
told him I had the negro and ssked the best way to bring
him home, He told me & hunter alvays got home the best
road. So I knew not to come the dfrt road as I had planned
but to take the trein. I peid a mer t tzke my horse baek
to Ukmulgee for me. £t Henryetta a Federal man gt on the
trein. The dey bafore e negro had killed dates at Henry-

etta. They had strung him to a telegreph pole and riddled

265

his body with bullets. Before I got to Henryetta I handcuffed

the negro to the chair so they ocouldn't teke him awey from

me without teking my keys, as I was supposed to protect a

prisoner. The negro was surely nerwus. His face wuld get

3
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spotted. He was a black colored negro, not brown nor ysllow.
"here a vhite person would get red in the face he pot

purple. I didn't take him off at Ckmulgee, but Vemce,
giother deputy, <ot on end took him onm %o Virite for we
decided our Jail wuld get blown to pileces and god citizens
xilled. “e woulé'at let them have him even if he was

no account.” Ve were officers and he was onr prisoner.

He said he would feel betser out of Ckmulgee County,

He was brought back for trial in & covered wagpn dress-
ed as & voman. The Jndge ssked him if he had anything
say. He sald he wanted to get out of Lkmmlgee Courty as
quickiy as possidble. The Jjudge said thet he woulld hnave to
have s trial tut they would 2t it over as soon as possible.
le said he was guilty of attempted rape. The judge gave
him the limit, which wes six ysars at XNeilester. It was
the quickest trial I ever saw, but handled in such a way
thet no blood was shed.

then I got to Okmulgees I was told that there was a
mod wefting for me api my prisoner at the Skarp Ferry and
if I had returned from Boley with him that way they wuld

have hanged him,



