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FJOORAlir/ FORM
W&QCS IuOOiESS ADMIMIS'j'RAriOw

Ind ian-none or History Project for Oklahoma '

F K l :; name ' Nora L o r r l n , E l Reno, o k l a h o n a

This report made on (datf) J December 17,

Kam, Mr. James V.. F i t zge ra ld

... Port O:\i-ioc Address Y u k o n> Oklahoma.

3. Residence address (or loc^ ion) 7 1 6 i e 3 t L l a p l e

4. DATS OF RJKTH: ' Month A p r i l Day 1 7 Yer.r 1 8 6 °

3. Pl3ce of b i r t h - . a y n e County, Iowa,

6r Kainc of Father ^ward F, Fitegerald H a c e Qf b l r t h O a l o , about 1852

Other informal; lea at out father L i e d J u l y ' 1 S 0 1 '

7. IV-IT^ of Mother :..argeret(Zentzj Fitzgerald place of bir th Perm, about
1838.

Other information about mother Does not remember the date of her death

_̂  but she died af te r his father died«

Hot os or complete narrative by the field worker dual in? with the l i f s tnd
.-tory of the .urtjon int^rviov/ed. Re^^r to Manual for su--routed subjects
'T.d ^uo.tions. Continue on blank short:? if necessary and attach firmly to
thi-; form. Number of sh:ets attached .
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Kora Lorrin,
Investigator.
12-17-37 AO. interview with

James W. ^itzgeraid,

Yukon, Oklahoma.

James ... Fitzgerald was born in ayne County,

Iowa, on April 17, 1860. His father, ..dward F. l i tzgera ld ,

was born near Columbus, Ohio, about Ic32, ard died in July

1901. His mother, La rgee t (Zentz) Fitzgerald, was born in

ennsylvania, about 1838. There v.ere -even of the children^

1 three boys anu four g i r l s ; t e boys are a l l s t i l l l iving

ind the gi r ls are'dead.

• He was fourteen years of q^e when the family I'.oveu

from Iowa to Cloud County, ..ansas in a covered v.agon. '.'hat

W:s the year of the grasshoppers and the ole s e t i l e r s

remember i t .s the year the grass he pp-^rs took everything.

They bought a farni close to acot tsvi l le , about half way

between Goncordia and _elo i t . .ie lived tuere y;i'th his

parents un t i l he was grown. He was roarried to . iss
Ilattie :.-. larch in 1P83. ~ne chilu a gir l j «.as Lorn to

them while they were living in Kansas. In ]H£9 they

were anxious to get a st»>rt in l i f e and so put their bed-

ding and c]othine into a proirie schooner and came to Okla-

homa, coming througli Oaldwell. They stopped at r-ond Jreek

and camped. I t was after dark and a f te r they had got
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set t led down, they i:eara an 3\vful crash. .'hey went to

investigate, to see what had caused the noise, and found

tliat another fellow on the vay to kiahoma in c covered

wagon had upset his v.agon ana scattered liis J-'.rs of f ru i t

a l l down the h i l l , '.hey helpea !.i:n straighten i t up and

no one was hurt .

They stopped at Outhrie and . r . i tsgeraid

carried the mail frorr, Guthrie to lingfisher un t i l f a l l .

..e then f i led on a claim seven miles northwest of : J Feno.

There wis .•; soldiers "declaratory" on the claim vioi he

f i r s t learned about i t and he waited un t i l t - a t ran out

and then f i led on i t . .. good many of t e soldiers vho

filed lecl-.ratory rights on claims did not do anything

with them.

Mr. Fitzgerald bu i l t \ uug-out in t- tr-nk, roofed

ov.er with poles, brush and dir t , and they lived in this

dug-out for awhile tu t not long. He i.u^ c v.ell and got

lots of good water and there waa plenty of wood oh the

river and they burned that . He used to catch quite a

lot of f i sh . He did i t with his hands. He would get

in the water and s l ip his hands in a hole under the
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bank or carefully under -a- a r i f t , get%£s f ingers in the f ishes 1

gi l l s and get them that way. ' I t can be done if you are gentle

enough not to scare the fish»

He broke out some 30J <ju planted sod corn and watei1-

nelons and though he raised lota of watermelons he did not s e l l

many of them. He set out an orchard of apples and peaches, and

later had plenty of poaches.

One evening he had been away from home and on his way

back met a woman who was a l l excited about a threatened Indian

outbreak; she t r ied to get him not to .£0 on home as she was

sure he would meet up with the Indians before he got there .

He'Went on home and they a l l went to bed and tha t was the

lest of that Indian scare.

There was an Indian s-care at Frisco, when a man came

there a l l steamed up over a threatened Indian outbreak, and

the residents soon had the i r pieces of buainess .orricaued

with bales of cotton. Nothing came of i t .

Mr. Fitzgerald bui l t a house of logs soon after tife

dug-out was bu i l t . I t was a log house of two rooms. Later

he,/built a frame house and barn.

The s e t t l e r s would meet at the "Old 3od School House"

for.church and various social a f fa i r s . They also attended
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dances end p a r t i e s and wouir, meet a t each others, homes and

they had p re t ty good t imes . There was e cyclone tha t blew

the i r house off of i t s foundation ai.d did sonc worse damage

in the neighborhood; somt of the neighbors did not »et off

as lucki ly es the F i t zge ra ld family uid. 5ome houses \.ere

blown away. This happened f ive or six years a f t e r the

country opened.

Mr. F i t z g e r a l d has witnessed three runs . He saw

the run for the Sac and Fpr country. He was there when

the Cherokee S t r i p opened and a l so saw the Oheyenne

country opened cut merely as a s p e c t a t o r .

''.lien Mr. F i t zge ra ld f i r s t came to t h i s country-

a l l the stock he possessed was h is team. He f i r s t t raded

at Peno c i t y with a cquple of bachelors who ran a s to re

there . He a l so t raced with Cannons a t Frisco, and Pet tee *s

in ^1 Reno and l a t e r with A l l i s o n s .

.lickox was the postmaster here when they went on

the i r farm northwest of j^l Reno. His f i r s t claim joined

the. Keith "Indian allotment on the n o r t h . There

i^ot very uany Indian a l lo tments ' in the 1689 opening.
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He rode in a wagon at fî rst ana after while got a new

top buggy. Hia implements were plows toid a lister. He ,

planted and raised lots of corn and he always used a

lister to plant it. They raised lots of cane and kafi'ir

• corn and put up considerable wild hay. " s-~

He owned this first farm and lived on it seven

years ana then sold it and bought another farm ten miles

northeast of El Reno. It was already improved, with a

ni-ce frame house and frame barn, chicken houses and other

improvements. They lived on .that" farm for. aix or seven A •*.

years and moved to Richland and then to-Yukon in 1923.

Mr. Fitzgerald has been in-the roal estate

business; he was Township Trustee for four years be-

fore statehood, and he wa3 a member of the School Board

and Township Board a number of times anc was County

Commissioner for Canadian County for four years,from

1911 -to 1915.

He was in Bl Reno during the .registration as

an interested spectator, but because of sickness in his

home he did not get to see much of it. -He was in a drug
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store in LI Reno one day during the registration, aad

a fellow bumped against him and when he reached for

his pocket book it was gone.

Their children included one girl and three ooys

iiis wife died in 1901. His home is now at Yukon.


