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Fitld #orkert's name ~ Nora Lorrin, El Renmo, vklahonma

This repert made on (date) December 17, 105 7
1. Nam: r. Jemes ... Fitzgerald

e Fort Oriicce Address Yukon, uklahome.

3, Residcence address (or locanion) 716 .est liaple 3treet.

., DATE OF BIRTH: Month April Day 7  venr 1860

Place of birth “iayne County, Ilowa.

hdward F. Fitzgerald Flace of birth

ried July, 1601

Onio, ebout 1832 ~
-]

—

¢s Name of Tathcr

O

trher nfermat ion atout father

»

7y MName of Wother ..argereti(Zentzl Fitzgerald Place of birth Penn. about
Igm.
Otter injormation atout mother Does not remember the date of her death

but she died after his father died.

Sotes or complibe narrative by the {ield worker dealinz with the 1if:z and
~ory of the ereon interviewedes Refer to Manual for su-:coted subjocts

“rd questions, Continue on blank sheets if nccessary and attach firmly to
th1s forme Number of shicte attached
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llora lorrin,

Investigator.
12-17~37 An lnterview witp
James W. ¥itzgerald,
Yukon, uUklahoma.
James ... Fitzgerald was bofn in ayﬁe County,

Towa, on April 17, 1860. His father, .dwerd ¥. [itzgerald,
was born near Columbu;, Ohio, about 1&32, ard died in July,
1901.. His mother, large-et (Zentz) Fitzgerald, was born in
ennsylvania, about 1838. There were seven of the children;
threé boys anu four girls; t e boys are all still living
éﬁd the girls argAdead. ‘
“e was fourieen years of qgerwhen tﬁe fTamily roveu

from Iowa to Cloud County, uansas)in a coverec wagon. "hat

) ; . )
wes the year of the grasshoupoers and the ol setilers

remember it s the year the grasshcpp.rs took everything.
They bousht & ferm close to 3cottsville, about half way
between Concordia and _eloit. .ie lived tuere with his
parents until nhe was grown. e was mesrriec to . iss
aattie ... arch in 1€83. -ne 0hilu,a girl «zs Lorn to
them viile they verc livins in iaﬁsas. In 17£9 they

were snxious to gei a stsrt in life and so put their bed-

ding and clothing into a rreirie schouner and came to iLkla-

'
.

homa, coming through Caldwell. “hey stoppec at Yond ’reek

and camped. It was after dark end after they had got
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§ettled down, taey neara an awful crasp. -hey went to
investigete, to see wnet hed caused the noise, end found
tiet enother fel.ow on the way to klahomu in o covered
wagon nzd upset his vwagon ano scattered uis ,:rrs of fruit
all dovn the hill. .hey acljea L.m streighten it up and
no éne was hurt.

'l”he:'y' stopped at Cuthrie and . r. 1itzgerald
carried the meil from Guthrie to ‘ingfisher until f%lla
..e then fiied on a cleim seven miles northwest of 1 Eeho.
“here was = scldiers "Leclaratory" on the claim vion he
first learned sbout it end he waite” until t.zt ran out
and then filed on it. .. good many of t e soldiers vho
filed 'ecl-.rztory rights on claims did not co anything
with them.

Mr.'Fitzgerald built - dug-out in ¢ bkrnk, roofed
over with poles, brush and dirt end they lived in this
dug-out for awhile tut not long. He Zu~ & well and got
lots of good water and there wes plenty of wood on the
" river ané they burned that. Iie used to catch quite a
lot of fish. He did it with his hands. He would get

in the water and slip his hands in & hole under the
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bank or carefully under & arift, gctghfs fingers in the‘fishes'
gills and get them that way. "It can te done if you are gentle
enough not to scare the fish,

e broke out some 304 nc plented sod corn wnd water-
rmelons eand though he raised lots of watcrmelons he did not sell
many of them. He set out an orcherd of apples and peaches, and
later had plemty of peﬁches.

One evening he had been away from home and on his way
back met & woman who was gll excited ebout o threatened Indian
outbreak; sbe tried to get him not to o on home &s she vas
sure ﬁe would meet up %ith the Indiahs before he ot there.
He.went on home and they all went to bed and that was the
lest of that Indian scere,

There was en Indien stare at Ffisco, when & man came
there 21l steamed up over a2 threatened Indian outbreak, and
the residents scon had their pleces of business .ulricaded
with tales of cotton. Nothing came of it.

i'r. Fitzgerald built a housc of logs soon after t#e
dug-out wes built. It was s log iouse of two rooms. Later
he/bﬁ;it a frame house end barn.

The settlers would meet at the "0ld Sod School iiouse"

for church and various social affairs. They also atternded
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dances end pariies end would meet at each others’homes end
they had éretty éood tgmcs. “here was e cyclone that b1éw°
their house off of its founcation aid did somc worse lamsege
in the‘neighborhood; som: of the ncightiors gid‘not et off
es luckily ¢s the Fitzgerald family uid. some houses were
blowr avey. This happe;ed five or six yeers after the
country opened.

nr. Fitzge;alF has witnessed three runs. He saw
the run for the 3ac and Fpox country. He was there whe#
the Cherokee 3trip opened and also saw tne Cheyenre
country openeld tut merely as sa specéator.

“hen Mr. Fitzgerald first caﬁe to this country
all the stock he possessed was his team. FEe first traded
at Reno city with a couple of bachelors who ran a‘store
there. He also traded with Cannons at Frisco. and rettee's
in -1 Reno &nd leter with slligons,

.Jickox was the postmas%qr here when they went on
their farmm uorthwest of -1 Reno. ilis first cleim joined

the. Keith Incisn alletment on the north. There

were LOt very niany Indien allotments "in the 1889 dpening.
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He rode in ¢ wagon at first anu after while got a new
top buggy. His implements were plows and a lister. He -
A p.anted and raised lots of corn and he always used a
lister fo plantlit. They raised lots of cane and kaffir
.corn and put up econsiderabdble :ild hay. : Neu
ile ovmed this first farm end lived on it seven

veare ané¢ then 5014 1t and bought snother fam ten miles
northeagst of El Reno. It was already imlroved,'with a
nice freme house snd frame barn, éhgck;n houses and other
imﬁ}0§ements. They lived on.that*fam fonﬁgix or sevenﬁ {,5nr
yeers and moved to Richland ani then to-Yukon in 1923.

Mr. Fitzgereld has been in-the r;al estate
business; he was Tovnship Trustee for four years be-
fore statehood, and he wes a membeé of the School Board
ard Township Board a number of times &nu was County
Commissioner for Canadian County for four yeegs,from
1911 to 1915, |

tie was in Rl Reno during the registration as

an interested specpator, but becsuse of sickness in his

home he did not get to see much of it, -He was in a drug

v
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store in il Reno one day during the registration, amd .
a fellow bumped against him and whén he reached for
his pocket book it wss gone.

Their children included one girl and three voys.

‘iis wife died in 1901. His home is now at Yukon.,



