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An interview with Mrs. J. M. Hall,
1801 Admirasl Blvd. Tulse, Oklaho:a.

My experiences cover s half &entury of Tulse history.
I have seen my husbend, J. M. Hell and his bratheg'ﬂ. C; Hall,
found & city become its first citizens tead its first reil-
road construction, wmark off its firs? gtreets and own 1ts
first store. My puaband became Tulse's pioneer postmaemster
and founder of the first church orgenization. He orgenized
the first aohool,assietod in organizing the Commercial
Clud in 1902’and wes president Sf that orgenization in 1904.
He had & continuous ismbership in thé Chamber of commercg
and was made a life nember in 1932, He wa% en Elder in
the First Fresbyterian Church for fifty yegrs and was
superintendent of the Sundsy Schnol for fhirty-thre: years.
He wes Superintendent Emeritus of the Sunday School at the
time of his death in 19385, As a pionser teacher in the
year 1887 and later s the wife of J. M.Hsll end now as

his widow,I view & half century or'Tulaa's historv.

“’,5' . N
" The question is often asked~ "Yhy did J.-M. Hell

¢ome to Tulsa (Tulscy Town)" I think that question s
A - .
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best answered in this little story which I found in q1s
files. It ssen.s to be sort of a'mémorandum or mey be an 1
e;tract from a letter, deted 1927. gt'givee the story A
in his own words. |
"If it had not been for the contr ctors of
the Frisco Railroad in 1882, who built the rail=-
rozd from Vinité to the Arkensas River, my bro?her
He C. Hell bei#g one of them, I probably would
never hsve come to Tulga and no Tﬁlsa would be‘
known. Having had considerasble experien&e in
the mercantile busiﬂéss, they wanted me. to
‘take charge of the store that supplied the
men Qith goods, feed and gquipment tha£ wos
needed while working on the rned. One of my
brother's duties wes to see tba£ the pasy-
rolls were made out by sub-contractors as
well es thelr payrolls, and to pay ssamse.
One time he wes sick and I had‘ﬁo take his
plece. It was time to péy the men. I went
to Oswego, Eansas, and got the mogey from

Ce M. Condon Banking Company Mr. Condon
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being one of the contractors. I returned on the Katy
railroed ‘e Virnita, made connection with the ocon-

_ struction trein which ran to Claremore, which was
as far gé the track wes laid at the time. I expected
a £eam to meet me at Claremore frou the Verdigris
River, where we had a stofo.'The men failed to conme,
I was standing. on the steps of Fhe caboose, the sun

' going down, and no plece to sleep. I was wondering
what to do. Three men ceme by, ‘one of them drunk,
and he spoke to me, and wanted to fight, starting
to come into the csboose. I told the men who were
sobar to take him'nway- "If\you allow thet .an to
come up the steps I will hurt him.,” I told the
conductor I had a lot of money to pay off th. men
that were at work on the railrosd, and no place to
stay and 1 wented to stay with him. He told me to
lie down on the‘sea£ or bench in the corner of'the
capoose. He pulled his cot out to my side and one
of the brakemen near my feet. The next morning)the

/Fb;an with the £eam and buggy from the store at the

Verdigris River met me. I arrived et the store, got

everything ready to start early the next morning
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paying off the men.

" Charley west and I drove by the sub-contractors’
camps of the Frisco near what is now known as Medison '
street, It wes about noon the latter part of July, 1882. °
1 knew thet Chance Owens who hed been supplying the men
beef had moved from the Verdigris River to the Arkansas
River near where the railroad would cross the river.

By the wey, Chance Owens and I are the only men now
living in Tulsa who were here at éhe beypinning of the
town. The lest ocamp we paid was on the north side.
e drove through the brugh and woods to the bparéing
tent., e got our dinner, gambliﬁg tents all eround

in the woods and &8s we w«re coming out I said to

West "Suppose some of the gamdblers would come out

of the brush and take our monsy away from us?AWhat
explanatio:. could we make to the oompaiy?“,

" After paying all the men we hsd $3,000 in
cash 1eir. WE were glad té.get back on the line where
men were at work. No house-or persouns living at Tulss,
prairie east, timber west to the Arkansas River.

" A ehort time after this we moved our tent to

Tulsa and looated on the north side of the Frisco ;

N\
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track on the Frisco right-of—waé near the prssent depot.
The track wes not graded to the /rkansas River at this
‘time. I slept on ﬁge cot in my tent and one morning whenk\\\

I returned from my breakfast found s United States Marshal

in my tent. He haé mede & complete search for whiskey.
None could be found,

" I have lived in Tulsa about ;5 years.;Mrs.

Hell has lived here 40 years. e raised our childrgn
'ﬂeré. Most of o loved ones and friends, which are

many l1ive here. We ‘both expact to die in Tulsa, More

than half our lives have been spent here."
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