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Mra.[mnnie Fryer Finigen
South Seventh
koge%, Okle hona ..

- I wes vorn in New Boeton Illinoie, 1865, My parents 3
were Willian Gags, am‘Elizabef,h Fryer,. "When Iwas & |
very small child, we ﬁove‘é’te K;nses, meking the trip by
. wagon. We lived there until 1872, when my father, who
was & skilled mechanic, camé to the indian Territory. The
: M, K, & T, railroad, was tuildimg through the territory at
"'that time and my father.was sure oflseeuring a large portion
of the work required. He builty ‘th‘e‘ etetien house, at
. Gibson etation, Indisn Territory. From'there he tent to
North Fork Town, on the Cemadian river. There he took _ -
‘charge of & saw mill where t he lunber was sawed for all
buildings in that part of the eo‘\mtry. . He "lived there
far soms tine ’ boarding with a f}ill blood Indian women,
known as Aunt Polly, It was’a\vefy;ém‘u village, had
two stores, a post-office, anl & helf a dozen houses, He
sent for his femily and ve went there to live, 4t that
time Eur‘mla. was beginning to build. He'was given a
contract for several good buildings 'i;iéﬁ were all built
of natire stome, emorng them, was the store building of
Julge G, W. Stidhem end Ceptsin Greyson. I attended &
private school rhere,' taught by Rev, MoGee, a Presbyterian
Minister, ‘ Rev, .F.Bre r was Superintendent er Asbm:y
" Mission. a Memuel Trainink School. just morth of Eufeuls —
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about two miles, We.often wemt up there to church, That
was my first aoquaintence with Rev, Brewer, and our friend- _
ship 1asi'.ed through our entire life, When I was twelve

years old, we moved to Oknml

 tract to erect the creek‘ ouncil House there,‘wh h is now
standing. Sam Checote was Chief of the Creeks et that

-time, A8 it was the law, that no white man could be employod
in the Indian Territoary, without a pamift rmm tm Creek

. Government , but’ Chief Checote extended my rather the privi-

‘lege of bringing in white laborers to work on vhe building,

_without securing the pemnit, as there were.no skilled' leborers

n

emong the Indians at thet time end theat wes quite necessary.

=

We children attended school tlere with the Indien children,
my, father péying tuition far us, After two yars, I went -
to Parsons, Kausas and atténded High School., My i;rother
George lived there and I boarded wWith feona nts wife, I .
then returned to Eufsmle and took a special course in highn:"
subjects, given by Prof, McIntyre., Ceptein Grgyson, seeing -
the need of speciel school work in Bufeula at that time, se=
ocured this teaohei"in the East. It was from hixp that I got
my £irst inspiration to teach. I tin wemt to Okuulgee end
attegded the Teachers Institute during the sumer and applied
for & school. The Teachers hed to pass an examinstion which
was given orally,. I remember Miss Alice Robértson was there
end sat just in fromt of me and I will say here, that she
pessed & 100% perfeot exemination. Hed 1% not -of been for
the encouragement she gave ms, I perhaps would have failed

N
Just throngh fright; however, I passed ar;l was assigned a 4

[
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‘sohool, I had just passed my 20th yeer. My first AZ
school was in the country, eight miles north of Wetumka,

It was in & full-blood neighborhocl and +he femily with

mo;n I boarded, could not speek & word of English, .T

began teaching the ehildrem through obje c% lessc;ng and

‘in that way, fhey learned English words, We had -only
Indien food, sofke and blue-dumplings and ‘corn bread.

flad it not been for thé wild gere, I would have gone
hungrier than I did, but we had Venison, Quail, Wild Turkey
and occas’fionally they killed e hog. _The way in which the
food wes cooked; worried me mést. My mother would send

me & ceke when it wes possible. I received $40 per

month. salary and was paid every two md a2 hsalf months. You
can 1maginar with what Joy I received nmy ﬁrst hundred
dollars, I paid eight dollars & month for board, which

was the usual price, I roomed with one of the girls in

the fdmily. Occassionally the young Indien bo:}s would >
come by tgen they hﬁd'been drinking end écare us almost to
zgeath. One: night ', we all got so rright?ned, that we left
the house and stayed in the field all night. I only

taught there one’ye‘ar. The next year I was sent to hboka,
which was not town, but & community. I boarded with a
good Christian femily, nemed Morrison. They were much |
more 4nviting and I had a pleasant time for two years. Je Mo
.Perryman, was Superintendent of schools at the t timo . AS
he seemed to. think I was the one to do pioneering school |
work in isolated districts end as I was al> ys willing %o 'l:r.y3
_enything once, he sent me to a place forty milss weat of : J
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 Eufsula, called Thop~-thoo-00. That was also a. commifity 43
? and noté pést-orrioo, as we had to get our mail‘at Wetumka '
and onl} received it every two or three weeks. That wes
the hardest place I sver stayed. The ramily where 1
 boarded were full~bloods ‘and I nearly went orazy for somé-
~ons with whom I could telk English. I again had to room |
‘with one E;'the girls and when company ceme, they. ‘would put

them in o mo. One moming I aweke and sey & pair
of mens boote sitting under the other bed. Ve covered up
our heads and k:apt still. It proved to be the husbend ot

a friend or mins, who was passing through the cbuntry. Whil :

I was staying t.hera, one Sa{/day, a mite boy driving an
ox teem, came from acroes the creek and said that ‘his mother|
.wanfoi me to go over and spend.the dsy. ‘As I was so 1on0197
for someove that I could telk English’ with, I’ aeoiud $0 go,f
;lthough he was anything but an attractive I‘rerson. - On thaa;
way ower, & storm came on end he swore. at the oxen and !
prodded them with a stick. I was thoronghly trightenod hu;{t
could do nothing but go on, His family was about the mostf
degraded white folks I have ever seen but 1 mede the best | .
of it." It reined so much, that tho craek got pust fordl

and I ﬁad to stay ror threa days. Then the woman 1oaned I
a cotton checked dress and I tied my olothing amund my neeb"
and ith the boy, started on horseback to my boarding pla(}e.
The /womsn told me that it I woald put e little stick betu;en
ny teeth, my head muldn't reol dizzy lhen we crossed the/

r/zek. As Vad as my boarding house was, I was glad:to g/et

o o
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"honb. At the end of the temm, when I went to O

a fine comnmnity and. the peopla were of the highes# type

of Indiens. In all the places I taught the school houses.

‘Superintendent, I filled the place as Matron al assisted

°ay, afternoons were hken up in singing and I wlweys
played for them, In.~1_895 I was transferred to the Eufeula
‘ oa\réling' School, Géorg; Stidhem was the Superiﬁténdéht'
t’that time. ' On June 25,1896 I was married to Charles
© 'Ha Finig‘an., where he lived and where he died in 1921. -Since
death I was employsd in Social Service woxk. '
Looking over my past work ;Ln the territory, it stands
out destinetly in my mind that even in the most uncomfortable:
circumstances, I had the eeling of not being afreid of
anything, with the except ons of a few dmnken boys occas-
*slonally, I often welke alona to my school, a diatance
of perhaps two miles, with ne- thnught “of denger, something

I would Snot think of doing now. . When we lived in Okmulgee,
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e terrible 'emall pox /epidemic BW /pﬂzhro ’

;n(ny people dying, ;s it was in/the w9 et form éhd all
childish

‘family hedoit.- 4 lasting impress,t/on vras made on my

4!"
the creek Netiong

by seeing those Accussed of stea/ling, whipped, which was

the ﬁ‘unishment imposed by thé Creek Govermment’, For the

first of:tense/, they wire/given twenty rive “leshes on their /,
bare baek. ‘For the seoond offenée theyéere given firty//
lashes and for the. third offense, y faced firing s

o/

and were shot. / The old whipp7 post etood 1p the Council
House yard. o7
As I look back I recall with pleasure many things

conna od with ny vario experiences end all in all.; it

‘ // a

wes 8 )ﬁgpy time. \



