
I, I . J* (MRS.) [VX|SW #4469

•V- —
• y,



,-, (inei'f

A~(S-149)

4469

Indian-Pioneer Hintory projnnt f i r nktahamtf

R name

This.report made on (date) June 141 1937J

5.

1. Mamp _- hire. 1. J» Thorapkins

S. Post office Addroes' Granĵ tê

3. Residence address (or location)
•> 6 miles northeast of Granite

4. DATE 0? ^IRTH: I'onth November Day 24 Year 1854 ; -•

.ffl/ln Lakes

of birth I,BR.fi

6. rame of Father , William Ming 11 . Place of birth Virginia

Other information about father^

" — ^ — ^ _ _
•'?.• Ham% of !'other I'annie Hh^ai^T^TnacQ ° f Mrth

Other information about mother

V.1 Totes or complete narrative by tlie field worker dealing with the
Ufa and story of the person interviewed; Befer to^Manual^ for_
suggested subjedtB and questions. •Continue on bla'nk .sheets i f
necessary and attacTTfirmly to thie 'fcrm. Number o£ ehe«ts
attached , -»---"- - - • " -
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Mrs. 1. J . Thompkins, a -resident of Greor County since

7 ' / •7
1880, l ives at roadie 's Twin

Granite.

, six miles northeast of

used, to secure clothing, and shoes for her five

children by trading qui l t s to the Liovm Indians for clothes

that had been issued to the indTane by the United States

Government. - -

The Indians did' not seem to like the clothea and shoes

v/nieh the Government ^iave them tnit they admired t)ie qu i l t s

she had made, especially the ones with red in thejk "»

In addition to the q u i l t s , the Indians we^e glad to

gei_ beef in exchange foj^-A^e--^±tjtBe"8and shoes

Her "husband traded an old cow to Chief ^otebo for two

loads of corn. The de^j. was made at the Thompkins' home

and Gotebo talked to Mr. i'hompkins in the Kiowa sign lan-

guage ift-negertriati-ng the deal . He explained by gestures that

.the corn was sound and that the ears were large and that

J
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Mr. Phompkina could shuck th« doN̂ n and trara-f U down in

wagon.' ' . • . - '

After c los ing th«'d_«&l, Gotebo made" s i^ns in<l loot ing

af te r one moon and when the SUM wafs «t » oertair . height he would

return to escor t u»r. Th|'\"ipUlnn >." ••)"* l IRC*** whore he could ^et

the corn.. . . •

Gotebo came to /tet :j-. /hora^K.HIP >\l HIP time promised and

eseortad him to h is cortTTleld on iteiny wountains Jreek. The

corn proved t o be juBt nut bins ana tuere was ru> enough to make

two wagon loed^s. ' . .

Gotebo was an honest oLu Indian*. ^ .neu tiie corn aid not
i

pro-̂ e satisfactory and Uiere was not enough <»r i t to pay for

the cow., he threw a lot of clotheo, a 8hav,L|" ana A lot of soap

o,n top oT the corn. Tlie indiasis did not like the clothes the

Soyencneiit gave^thera and they liksd the eot?x even l e s s .

Mr. and Mrs. Thompkins came to i;reer county in October

of 1886 from Stephens County, Texas, i'hey haa five children

fit the time.

They f i r s t located between the x^avajo and Quartz ifoun -

taiae, Bpeading one winter the ra . They then moved to a location

n§ar k i t t l e Mouniiaitt, now know- as the Heformatory lootintaln,
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Mr* Tbora^Kins,

isusiOian, s BplendH sinK«r an-, a

lnt»r#0te<i in various VhiB .̂M, ir.oj.uu Uu-; winHia,.

He walked a l l ov«r Vhe mountain© of Ureer bounty in

search of ia.d4oat.i0ne of golu, uut was ujiaUf* to find aay

signs of, gold.

With h is b*ot herein-lew., i*ugh ruoxer, of iJailae, he

vfoir sevarai years in tha mountains near Ott«M?

:, i.a ttoe vleini ty of tlio present tpwas of Sny£$r and

-Mouhtaia i^rk..

MJP. ffaott^kiae, to. 2uato»r «in<l various asiooia |»s

& iiiajt eigh^y^f-ivi* . ^ s t Into th$ jsio.uiitaiia. I ^ y found

» - •* • •
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»TO is 1 m^oess .

i.i on >i? ni^un nortiieept. of

ou.i

ituHan "co*in,vrv hip thr- imliatif* iifivpr a tJiawriiOrt to steaJ

t h e m . , . s o n j e . 0 1 - t h e . 1 D ^ * 8 U " R . e s T ^ O i R - i " . j > i i . t J p . < > » « ,

'1. f i na h i s

v. TJlomr'̂  UJP. vjoui'i >-iv^ HIP inuiaiiR *» beef o^ery " i n t e r

sprrin^ near thp- ,'horapkjr r nom« «n:< a f«v<irit.e/ G»mj>ir»

o' the inaisne wnei« tho;' irav-oieu tu ;.,arigu; v^iiich

they Oiiien f8weet."

...r?'- Thorapkin? anu )«er d^u^htery w.ei'e f r i t i i^neci upon

0110 occasion t\ a ^ oot, , ,aowa sut;-ctael~ an% fa ther of L i t t l e

Big t̂ ow was ges tur ing wildly a fa ne- approached the Thorn] 1-

Kins home "and h is gestures appeared to Mrs. Thompkias and
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fTer daughters to thr««ten to k i l l and scalp them. Soon

ki t t le How appeared «nd took his-father away, say-ing

'Big Bow heop crazy." • • •

... F. Min%, father of Mrs. T^ompkins, gave an old

t,o 'if, Bow pn one occasion and the indinn becarnR very sick-

after smoking.-11r.' ..^,^^' r A

...—T-he"'"lndlans were not without a sense of humor. One

time Lltfclg Row came to the home when Mr. Thonpkins was

away and asked vforcorh to feed his ponies. J'here were

aboû t sixty, Indians in the party andAhrs. Thompklns did not

want to give them corn to feed a l l <lheir ponies. _

s i s not here and 1 can' t give you corn,"

?he told the chief. "1 am afro id Mr. Thompkins wouldn't
'••€.

like i t . " Little'Bow laughed aloud and sla.ped .is thighs,

"You no »fraid Toafey," he said.

^ -Thompkina' oldest, son, CLmer, who now l ives a t

, was arrested by an Indian one time and considerable

diplomacy was necessary to seoure hio release.

The Tpmpkins children had been given permissiorx to go

to the east side of the North Fork of Red River to gather

plums. iSlmer Thompkina was_j5tajrt4ag-iioTne7~eTbig sack of plums
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tied behind his saddle when a t>&£ty °f Indians suddenly

surrounded him. J'e was roughly jerked from,hie horse "and'

thrown on another horse behind an Indian*, ' f t developed

that he had been arrested by the ..Indian i-Hice for trespass-
• i " •

ing into the Indian country'and 7he was handcuffed and taken
/\ - . -

to t h e oamp ofA Ch ie f Lone «Vbli\ .who r e f u s e d t o toLte t o him.

The s i s t e r s ot the «cfipti"Ve boy hurried home badly scared"

and told the i r mother wlj^t had .happened. * party of cowboys

were quickly assembled and they went to Lone Wolf's camp.

Jack Laughlin, spokesman of the group, told the Kiowa

Chief that the mi l i t ia would come quickly and k i l l nim and

al l his men if he did hot turn the v.hity boy loose. The Jboy

was released without further delay.

juriwg the excitement caused by the threatened Indian

uprising following the k i l l ing of ro l ine , a idowa sub-chie^

by Jaks l^ooher, a young cowboy, »lr. Thompkitts hurried home

from tehe southwest portion of Greer County where he was

thresher. .

Two.Indians were seen approaching the Thompkins home

in a warlike a t t i t ude . Mr. Thompkina met them with h i s

sitle, . ,
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Ihdia&6_rode up to Mr. Thompkins and dismounted- :
; ' • • • ' . . • ' " ' i
i J» • — —

quickly. "PolXine ifrB good," wei9 thei r greeting., indicating.
«• _ • /••

£hat they were not mad because of the death o,.f. the sub-chief.

. Mr.^ThompkinsJdied a t Granite, April «Jl, 1^0^, from

injuries received* when a "team rnn away ana the wagon r*n over

hlta.


