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HECTOR .-

;
t'ory ^iven by " r a . ,'innie, A;ector F i t t s .

Tc *iss Ills I.
I ield '.or'

1 ciAt to .''uako^ee frcra .o r t jjiith with ay .-crents in 1 9 4 .

"y father Ltd been appointed ! ' .- J . jui ler under J. J . 'trs'-.'-l', J.'~ .

iiutl'.eri'Jid. ..e Lvjcated en t .J -&st OlO'iuL̂ î.. ..ve ue end I attended

niorell .institute, I craduatad in the s^rini, cf 1897 end li!:e

yi.uû . ./iris was ambitious t-_ dc SCJ iethinc . fr.r» •ayself. " t wts n t

the cuot.,•; in .thooe dt.ys~fcr \ . i r l s t~ .ri: iti VuVl'c oltces ui:J

tl.e unly thin^ t do. ?..plied f . r s sch<. 1 in the Creels >Tsticn.

-11 s Otofculĉ c \JU VI-J c j i t a l of the Nation I had tc re there tc

sboiJi t:.« ex'_-,iinc.tioh end j s t ' ay teecaer 's certifij-'t t e . .-n the ^

jsa;/ over, \7hicil/was &u t l l -ocy ' s tri^j, we stopped at t. half-way

hvaSB-.i\.r dinner. I t v?as run by a negro couple, AS WS were frcn

"Dec Jcutu and 1 .-ĉ evj njtLiri - brut iie^rrc^s excect as a servant, a • •

na=.ru 'iutel ireejtr v.xs t ..ew thia_" t£ le. 1 htd & famiy feeling but

tae; ^>vc us an excellent dinner. ~-\j f i r s t school wos on Deep Fork;

1- riles ,iesi,' Cf Checotah in- n full 'olcod neighbor ho r>d.A 1 stayed in

ti»e heat of . . i l l ie LaBlanch. AS they had several children to attend

scl:.ol* tho-/ charged Jie no board ti.d seeded to thin- thet they should

-*„ t.. t .A-ii i-lsc furnished fe h horse to ride as I had %,-. rid horse-

1 - r
• -c; u. school, -L had a ,roo;n upstairs enu tae stairvytv ;ent u..> Trca

• I ' ' ' '
-vK,, pn. the outside. *r. LaBlanch v;ts sic'^ A'i.e.i I wts there acd

«

hi-a. t.iere seeaed to be a censtt-nt stree - of "no it as

t:oin̂ .. J. Oia net ::novi j.Ui»t at^h~t~tili¥"~3u3:t~^Iiat~i"t~'r»"e^sir1r.'
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h cied wid .:. v.'aa advised t lc"Ir. LaBlfench cied wid .:. v.'aa advised t lca\e;, ,n t i l thili^s se

d̂  M. aa there v/ss raore or less\ con/aslon. I t see. ied t . t at htd

. uk.re thtx. one wife, t̂ 3 v/us t. pustom soraeti ;GS tti,n-_ .uidicna. 1 ./fa/it"

into Checctah &ua ste'yed t.ltl: Irs. henry Fisher, & l:>\ely ifOy.. ,ne

wss'such fe> g.cco. friend tcTae. i ivts (lav.sea to'cs'c 1 r ;. i.rsnsf'er

to &'-i« other school. -.hile.Tr. LaBlanch v/ts o/ no leans £. putltvj

he, throa^h r sp i r i t of friendliness gtve fcoo ';n3 ^nolter t^-these

wh-o .ere l£.;;-i>r t'cers. • . .

One felloe in oartical'-r that was t&re i ^re; t deel t. id see-ied

<u v-r; aocii.pj.e aort ci" chap. i*s x v.'oul'* tc :J a r>.;rselxc>. ride in

* , ° *

t .e evenin.v; and v i s i t in tiie ho-ies c: iy pup i l s , I ccces ienc l ly v.ould

leet iii-ti c.id we tyrcune^s. l i t t l e aco^iiainted: - ne dcy 1 niiaseo. hi i Mid

learned t h t t the" u. S. "iarsncl htd s r r e s t e a hi-n t;n">" brought hi.Ti.tc"

'&&;:>&&&. i 'htt eta T^yntute i.Uck, a vtry, de^jere te clifrEcter. ~€.

?fcs 't.1 c.- 3 nrat cu.:artecus t« â fnd re iM^ed a f t 3* oei iv a r res ted

ti-.tfc ^ oii) n."« vind bein> t ' ^en t r . :us*cohee because M s irienci T iss .

&tsct;r liv-vd t h e r e . ,.i c l t en v i sx tea i n . t h ; lar i 'e country hoae vf - T .

-i l l iu i sentry sever; I u l e s t.?,'&:/. "r. >Centr7 was a v;ealth:- Creek '

iiiciicfi Lnd LvVji&d i. f iue ri-iich. tno f a n . r.. »iili iipsco-ib xitz e

;j*'.d.'ercus n- .chaan t-nd l ived a fev. -^il-es across the <?puntry. \-
1 «•

eajo yd \ibitiiiK there-, s they had a l&r^e ftouily oi children and"'

".di-^tsu T..J ent r t t i n their friends. ^aviiiN securen a transfer 1 '

went ever en JJL': ."Creeic t . teach, l i e school was i:ncv?n as J.k Creek
n c ' a e o f ^a'*ce '^^^^Wll -'''fts i s i1^" living

ou the x t e place. They Jiad t tw;- roon house with en op^n hall



between with^a lei-n-tc et t>»f? tectf r a kitchen. J h» d one

tie Mg. rco"is end sever* 1 oi th< children, stayed in the roq / ..ith

•ie. v.ac ni^ht v:heri the •iotuor cine in ;ii<3 discovered I fcfcd ^y

-.?i.adwW3 "oy.ej, she hurriedly took the children- oat &no s/id th&t

the xiit'ht £ir ^&s Toisan. xifter th&t I htd the f^oi/tc myself.

I• I -i .ifcd un c jcrtunlty-ato.-(Tt'-ve nearer tae seho.l wher.e - coulo walk
-> /

* " " /
and i went to the'ho/^s of i^nry Carter. They wer«s extre tely
dnd i enjoyed s^^ying there.- It Mts there -̂  learned t^ eat sofka,

s_ur bread, blue dumplings *t.nd ell the other .Indian dishes, ihe "

v/ould olten ̂ o £.̂ £.v; on c visit or to ̂ ttenc. z. stoTio 4

V. V
sad 1 would be l e f t alone a l l night* 1,was/ not efrrid off no\

thought or ht'.r sing & woman eve'r entered tl(e head of an Indian^

ihe only danger ..as in gett ing in l ine qr t stray bu l l e t t fiVed

by tne younv chap who hao been drinkiiWpassing <3owa the roeici. I

hua a one rcoi schcclhouse wfth an i i-iense- wco6 stove in the center.

,he schocl Directors were sui\:osesi "t>, provide tne viccfl but scnetimes

tiiey ;ere rather slo"J about and we râ n Cxut. Then' the pupils and ' l

.iad t-: iiwia^e r^r ilt. I was pgid in Creek warrants -.hich the bc-n'-cs
' • • . *l' 7

tl^tys uiseounteu vm<3.. t^ey casned th.^a. Jhea the t i le ca.ne for me

t- V-- no.\fe the ouy We fore Christ nas, i went t.' oUimuitt tc te':e the
' • • * ' '

ti1' iu f'̂ r us.-.ojae. There was a blizzard racing, a ad the- trainVstio

dsliyed. .hile X was -aitlu^ there a "boy drove in v.'ith a Ic&d of

ur.ilsa end x asked h i i where he w-s fron end Wiere he wt,s ?

-c*~
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I '.-hated t?- e"' with ni.a. cs t n t t was »- ho.ie. . I faced the blizaar'd

iii the apple-.vagon but • got home i'cr Christnas xJve. ^ n c e i canne

up on & hand-car that happened to be coming, "he n;=yt ytar 1

taught rn" r.icnulgee and boarded at a hotel run by r . end :irs. Lairant.

I hed several white children in sch.ool for which, Capt. S. B. 3evers,

paid the tu i t ion . Le was a >r•• ainent aerchant tWere and interested

in the-edueati on of tue v/hite children That v;&s the yeef of the .

terrible.-sauXlpcy _e îdera_ic t..at sv.o.:t < v«r ne'arly a l l rf the Creek

Nation, u l i t t l e bey in :iy room caai to scho.l sick. I sent hi>.i

'hene --ac. the ne'xt day he CL-;e b tc \ vad 1 s nt hirn. he :e again. V1fo

one-suspt-c ted'anything unt i l he broke out wita the smallpox, "y

. ' th: t ti.n'e i t sas a l l ove.r'the tovm.- The c^ok ta^ a l l the help vt '

'"• t;ie ;<jt^l vu* tcken sick i th i t ead t.\e ones < e-iicininr in the

V.t-81 ."ere' ruer^ntined, J. be in;- :- ion;- t h e . The ^cveraieiit t-'ok

entree o.« t ;e s i tuat ion and Ur. Blekei^re of "•asko^ee, was ^ut in

• charge ^ the querantine ana vaccinoti^n %urk, v.lth Or-. Clause

• I^o^!3..ii t ^ a ss i s t hi a ead Charley 'oore,"<the undertaker "in

'asUc^.e, %.. see to buryin- the deed and cleen up the town, AS-

t i l t e help, hud fona 1 was l e f t t . dc the c okingi 1 had never

coked before an; i t was a now experience, to ie. Cnarley loore

, &l;;^ys asked for s»rie of mv biscui ts to k i l l raubits with. 4r .

i/ . '-oi^'xaa a tri.i t j auskogee and ny 'Hcther sent ae some clothes.
. '> '. V- \

. • / - . ' , \ •

>r,tt;r»̂ 9 ŵ -re released freni quarantine I started home but had to

c -i.e to fr-ash clotaes before they ?/ould ellow ,ne to co^e into
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public schools heo b<eu' organized in j.ukcgee th^t yerer

olit txiere tue follotfinc ye&r. J taught in;the >.. C. T. U.

dl iflg on -lorth'C Street . Ue.d ,70- puuils in. oiib rooi t-:tc the^ wete

seated Sw close to^c-tiier t i n t i t .&s alnost i^Scs-siblo for then tc -nove

vur su,J!.)ly ^cl drinkin^ w t e r v/ss ts!'en from & bBrrel on the outside*

iss -ertruue .;ier (now .Irs, £, .1. /towe of Broke., ^rrow) L.no "iss

Bessie ..illitinis (nov/ T S . C. j?. Lynae cf /.usicogee) taught vjith niel

lliss ressie Trent was suqerintendent of schools. "r. Vhlliem
' • ; - ^ - i — —J : •

I.utehi&iS, d, ' . . lartin, txxd Cept. in w. C; Tr^nt were en tn soliocl. ~

bo&i-u. I h?4 fc'^little boy in school who was So offensively dir ty snd

&o auch in need of .e b t th th&t 1 sent his mother & note asking her to

givt hi.a u btith. -ier re j ly T.7&3 that his clothes were se'.veo" on and

- sr>e v;Mldu-*t re:iovd th&i. • \

The f i rs t "brie-: oail in^3/\vere beiir' erected thi t year &nci the

"•.ie> i. veer - taught at the "efferson building-. Then i: n&s as'ted* tc*

tt.ee t, jl^ce iu the Creek Lrohan's school neer fcraulgee where I t£u»s:ht •

L,e follcwinr yeur and resigned to be married. r

liea I be^b,.- teaching in the Creek schools, r . ..illiem •TcComb" ^
» • * ' •

w&s superintendent &nd iiss i*lice Robertson w ŝ superintendent cf

Creei schools v;heh J sto-ioed.


