
FIILDIR, LULU RAINCT IHT1RVIZW
322



WORKS
•«

I, A., \

Project for
/ •

LULU BtfNHT
\

feld Worker's name ,.

8271

report made on (date) * \ 193 y

*
3, Post Office Address

5, Residence address (or location)

I,. DATE OF BIRTH: ' Month
ft

5t» Place of birth •

ay B Year /%BBl

\ Mtiptprl
\

. Name of Father John Balnty Place of btrth/^lba«ar»
V

t Other infomat ion about father

?., Name of Mother

Other information about mother

Place /f

Ifothty ot tight AiMyta^/ / • jj

\ / /
03? complete narra t ively the field worked dealing with the' 'life anfl;);

?tory (̂f the >person intorviewod. Rofer to Manual for suggested ŝub jecijs *{
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Merrill A* Nelson,
Interviewer,
August 5, 1087*

An Interview with Mrs* Lulu Ralnoy fielder,
SIS I* locust I Knid, Oklahoma* '

We came from King City, Missouri to Oklahoma in

1890. This was shortly after the opening of Old Okla*

homa» King City is in Gentry County in northwest

mssourl.

When ve cams through Snid, there was nothing here

bttt one little store*

We settled twelre ndles^st of Bftnnessey. We hod

two horses, one blind in or.o eye and the other totally

blind. We moved to a place southeast of Columbia*

At first we lived in an eight by t.Ga t ent» ̂ ere
/

were Father and Mother and five children. The next day

to/itafter we arrived Ifether decided to burn off the grass*

After he had burned off the gratia, they looked around and

could not find me* They started to search for ma with

They found me under the bed*
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Ĵjr father a tar ted to haul lumber to build a house

at one*. One night Mother became frightened at m m

Indiana and started for the neighbors* She got off the

roajl and in the darkness vets lost* We children were

with her. Finally ahe aaw a tiny light the size of a

apark* It was our own tent* 3ha caiae home and w- uld

nerer leoTo that tent again at night*

One morning we got up and started breakfast. Mother

went to the cellar for bread* There waa none there*

Mother said: "I know there is some in that cellar"• She
i

looked but could not.find it* Tears afterwards some men

confessed the? had taken the bread* It was B'band of

men who were looking for Dick Yeager*

The men who finally caught Dick Yeager, the outlaw

were Willie Fox and a man nomed £kaith# Whtn ttiey over*

took him in a cornfield, he raiaed up and reached for a

gun* Then/they ahot him* Be did not die till (he next

day« I ©aw Dick Teuger, the outlaw, once at Sheridan*

Soon after this a band of about, five toandita follow*
//

ed by fire aheriffa came by our place* The bandits

stopped at our place* The sheriffs came up and looked
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under the bridge. Th« outlaw* saw them and hurried ©nay.

Out of them went to Barbell*a or Harper*. fhwy did not

capture him. Another bandit naasd Wlllatta was killed*

Ha was on horseback. His brother was In a wagon*

They had ehassd %WR* Into a cornfield. The deputies

had been glvsn orders to shoot* The deputies saldz

"Hsnds Up." The bandits started firlag. They shot one

outlaw In tho head, killed another end the third sur-

rendered. The outlaws aald aftorwerds that they had their

good guns in the back of the wagon, and if they had used

these the deputies would have had another story to tell.

The one who was shot in the hand went to the creek orying

for water. They took the body of the dead bandit and the

two bandits who wars wounded to Kingfisher. When they

shot the one of the bandits who died, the other one cams

over to hla and tried to revive him* "This Is my

brother", he cried. Her tried to get him to speak

bat in Tain.
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lather built a sosMhouae after we had lived in

the tent awhile* Shen we constructed a house of sawed

lumber,
/ !

In went to a sod schoolhouso* We used UcGuffey's

text books* Our courses were elenentary* We studied

reading writing • nd arithmetic. We had boards painted

black for black boards and benches made out of rough

boards, two Inches thick* :

Our first teacher was the Heverend Mr* Savage*s

daughter* Her sister was the first person buried in/tht Sbtrldan Cemetery* tB& Cemetery was twelve miles

east and a half-mile north of Hennessey* We lived twelve

miles east and a half mile south of ^anntssey* *
j ' /

Qeorge jfeiney had a store in Sheridan! one mile out

from Hennessey• There were several Indians who came to

this store to buy thing©; they,'always paid for the things '

they took away* / /

One form of social recreation was the quilting bee;

at the older quilting bees we used to tow in the stitches*

We used to go to church * a distance of two milee

A
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and a half wery Sunday* It was & Daptiat-Chriotiac

Church* Services wore held in a good looking but

rather old frame building* Tbey heuled lumber for I t

' from fiennesaey* .

One tiiae Brother Sehliamerm cetae out from Beaaea**

aoy# I t vao juet nfter the Spanlsh^Meirican *ar« He

brought fcooB so^e pictures ar*d gBV© a lecturo* He

chargod ton centft adida»Ioix» They mmtad hlra to show

the pictures t«rioo« The oeoud tiaa eorattfcing vent

wrong* Tha machine blew up ei.d »«t fIra to tbe church*

AH tha men rushed to tiie back door* I t W&s before tht

day trtwn i t %os cor^pulaory to make doors op«sa out* An

old le&y naXKod into the buixch of men. Shoving hor «ay

r i ^ t and le f t*

I was nt the trout of the church* the only woy out

1•as to climb oxi top of the benches* I started to do this*
! • -

The aeets trere two foot &$&?t ond down X went but I got

out ot the burning church* 3evexe& jueiped out th« wi&Sows*

We would alao hove play portlea* W« would sing "Old
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Dan Tucker* There would be forty or fifty people at

these parties* We would all go to church* One night

we had a party* Bell fiainey had been siok* But as he

was not sick enough to lie down, he came to the party*

The next day he came to our house and said! "John, Z

guess I bare exposed ell of youjbo the smallpox*w All

but one of those who were at the party took the snail-*

pox* Bell Bainey had taken it from a neighbor* W«

used castor oil for medicine* We never used rauch how*

ewer as we were seldom sick*

We were all strong for Temperance* We were all

there when Carrie Nation gave her lecture at Hennessey*

The place east of Bennossey X have been telling .

you about was homesteaded first by Qeorgs Rainr, Then

Father honsstsaded it>-\

tr


