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• V;y grandmother, :artha r.arris/cene to the Cherokee

Natipn in, l^b? during tiie removed cl the Indians. .--he wes

l/32 Cherokee but sne did not ccne en. the Trail -of -Jerrs.

She wes about. 1C or 17 years ox" age -hen she c; me here. h.

short time after ~he cuve here she. iet ..illiaTi Jackscn, an
••' 4s? *

iin^-lishman, and they v/ere, married.

When the Civil ..ar broke out in 1861 ^randfeti.er enlisted

in the Confederate army end served es Captain during the-war.

After ti.e Civifwar was over he took grand-no trier to . Id

.Mexico >vhere t.ey lived for 5 cr 6 years. e was in the service

of the United States government.

e About 1870 or^lSZl they ct .ie bac< t the mdian Territory

and settled ori t farm on Sfcrand hiver, six miles sout1: of 7,'agcner

in the Cherokee Nation.-

Grandfather had t:ie\ picture of en jinglish ho^e in his lind

whici. he had planner tc build in lingU nd so in 1872 he built him

a home. I t was "built English style. Two story and of natiye

lumber, in i t s natural shade. t The penels were of native -alnut

in i t s natural finish. t wes consic'ere-i the finesfhouse in the

whole country and tod8y, if i t was s t i l l standing, i t rould be

a very fine house, vnhile thev were building the house they were

expecting the arrival of a new baby .and rushed work on the house
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in order that the bcby .night be -born in their jaew hone. That

baby-was Minnie Jt-ckson who is \iy nother. They ub ;ied fie home

Tanglewood Fern. In 1995 Tangle woo'd was destroyed by f i r e .

-- Grandfather Jsckscn was t e nta who lsid ouL the town of

Wagoner tad was the :' rsv '.<?ayor of -egoner The Cobb-Clingcn

and Norman fVailies were < Is pioneexs rf <e^onrr tnd were a l l

very prcninont jeople in t .e development c tlid tow,; and ccm-

munity. Ihey were alL iron ..eor^it. They ca .̂e here tbcut the

sanne ti ' ie. They used t c t l : esch ^ther ncle end i-unt, e tc ,

but they were reelly not related.

In the veer o;" 1£7E or 1873 the !. K. x T. r t i l rosd was

bui l t . I t was tlie f i r s t rr.ilroj.d to be built t^rcug-i here.

;y mctxier, Minnie Jeci-cson was educated "in the Indie . Fenale

oeniinary et -Ehlequah. ohe atte î ed bot the eld &ad the #ne?/.

/.'hen tne old ,seminary turned ic M-.-er f.vts et horie. ner trunk end
t

clothes were a t the se inary. Tne only thin^ -l r.ers th t t "es

saved was ner trun: &nd i.ll that i t contained w&s old love l e t t e r s ,

Sxxe had t&.<e . t i l ci her cl- ones cut. jJne other .^tuvients, -f

course, §j t those l e t t e r s and they had t gr ncl time reading her

leve l e t t e r s t cA kidding her tb .u t then.

when she would go .Ton Tengl-ewcod to Tahlemah, i t would

take ner a l l day to .nase the t r i p , one went by stage coach.

During the array post days t t Fort Gibson, granofather h&d
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the commissary t h e r e . 1 have of tea heard m ^ e r ta lk of the

way iho s o l d i e r s were t r e a t e d end cf V.e r i ( id d i sc ip l ine t!iey

were under. ± nave ,i,ard her te ! or •• n oi£icef /- ' c e n ' t r e c a l l
* • •

his nene, but ue "«.s f f i ce r r; t,.y -ay . -»e hua two L i t t l e

beys. , .is vrii' took bn<- two l i t t l e beys en r. t i ' ip t .• .lew ^or-c

end while they were twt, -}.e or t . e l . t t l e toys becc. >e c r i t i c a l l y

i l l . They sei.t f^r t.ic fe t ' . e r bat e cou lan ' t get r e m i s s i o n t c

e,c and the l i t t l e boy died. . .is .notffer brcu^lvt t \c bc.'v bj-ck

here and he was ;,uried wiihout iiis f t t ne r ge-.tlu. t ' se. nim.

a ^ r i v a t e wasn't, ever^^er.nitted t eve\, cpea'.c t - i s s u p e r i o r s .

The so ld ie r s v.'cald co ae tc tr,e fence1;: „ look a t t h ^ of f icer and <

express t ^ e i r sy ipethy &s bes t they c-. uld by t h e i r lo , ;s but they

couldn ' t speak cne w>rd t c him.

*y f a the r , Gid Sleeper , w*,s oorr. in i- js iss ' ippi . .-is oecple

caie frcm !-.ew ^nglend about 1700. V/hen he f i r s t cane v;est lie

stopped at Qarthe^e, " i s sour i . ^e v?as quite, youn-- then tnd was

considered very lucky at c t r d s out he «:s no;, i . r - f e s s i o n a l

gaabler . Le had so ie toney .ud hr- e s t cb l iu ; ed the f i r s t s t r e e t

car l i ne fren Certrii.^e t. Jop l i n . The s t r e e t car. hid no -v t : , r

out was dra7/n by t ;nule. . e o, ereted t h i s str«..e'. car l i n e for

awhile and prospered but thrcu^h s..r:e misfortune l.o l o s t i t end

was broke. lie then decided to t r ; anc .vin ,hi-n ^ncthor s t a r t and
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did scyne -Tionty but he t o t in to ao n.e trouble t ' iere / i t h t. ion

and he l e f t en- c< ne t j ..c. oner '. c went t - vvcrk f ; r John

Gibson, Mr. Gibson wss " res iden t of the f i r s t '.ie-tional 3tnk .

a t -Wagoner, ^e wts a very .veelthy 'ian. i'he ho:.e he b u i l t in

•tagon^r 45 years fe^o, s- . i l l ' stfci.ds mtf is t.vc-ry : ine ":!ouse t^d>y.

Fettier v/or'.ceo i r ' r . C-ibscn u.iuil he L M seved encu.ch ncney

3D tht.t .ie c^ald s t a r t out U r hi 'self ^ j n . -hen ::t s t a r t e d

trading end buying c a t t l e a A a_^s ;"roiL the India is. The Creek

fc d Cherokee Indians ru ; been h&vin • trouble i'cs years , J d e n ' t

know .7hat t u c i r trou'wl;- was cat any one i r o t Lhe Cherckue Nation

ixad t-. be eeroral w .e->i he £c% over in Creek l e r r i t - x y :,i- the "reeks

had tr be careful when tney c& ie over en th-s Cherokee s i d e , "ut

sj.,v way fa ther linaged t . ne>c frieuds ••'ith the Creeks i-nd v/as

one o: the f i r t i t t be j in tr- .di = wit the Creeks around "..agoner.

In 1095 he! fnd IV lot .er ve.e a r r i ed t.h.'1 beinf.; n a r r i d t -

an Indian ..e wts t r e t t e d as tne ^; the.n. '..e el7/eys car r ied noney

;i th n.ia to j t y :Vr tne stic.<; .ie locu^ht. - e would so*etiTibS c<.rry

42,000 or ^3,000 with .JL.I. The Indians etch net h i s r her own

property e^d did the i r easiness se jar j - te ly . oo ie t in^s t l ^ oitn

woul-d s e l l aim so.ne hogs t/.u. ther. the wif v.-. ula s e l l h i i ='.\ne

acre and leyt-e t.^e chilarf-j.; .vculd s e l l him so.ne n : r e , but each .

one aea l t Separately end he yaici the.^ s e p a r a t e l y . They had to
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have the 'C&sh too. They wouldn't accept a check. \
• . • . - • ' < '

After Tanglewood •nansicn barned f-ther bought the ranch from .my
1 • - ' •

grandparents end built *• ty.-ictl ranch house on it. .t was divided

into tw parts. The fron;ti was e. tw. story frame structure built in

an L shape. Tnis was trie f; naily livin. cufrters. .he:i b; c> rf this

and separated from i t by i -d^t'h&lL .wt-b the dining roora, kitchen, and

the sleeping .uerters i'cr f e cowboys, ŵhic': we <"{.Lied . un< .-iC

We still c&lled the place l

idd Close, an ̂ rishrfltn, was our re neb foreman. rle v/f-s & fine
j

cowboyi &nd a v^ry high class ^entle'aan. lie now lives in Texes. re

has a ranch there of his o n and id doin̂ ; g od.

Tenglewooa ruich v/t>s ten. ..n ft.r and neer as t'.ie rtnch of hospitality.

Father il ays aeli£:hted in feeding every one tht.t ct-.̂ie t.«"rre. Cettle-nen

frcn everywhere would visit the rnAch .and the were e-lrays either pros.ective

buyers or sellers when they came.

.ur kitchen rtnge was nev^r cold, day or ni«ht. .e kept tw-- ccoks..

One worked days e d the -tr.tr w.r.red nights. There was always v_t 1 od

if anyone ca.ne. Our reach was also n. ted f..r the barbecues father wculd

[give. The old barbecue pits can stil] be seen there around where the

ranch house stood.

month *>r two ftther would give a bi6 barbecue and people

would come for oiiles to those 'barbecu.s eud t. trade. :"e would make

& kind of & stew thet w&s rather n.ted too. He used the livers, necks,
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and all the trimmings of beef. ut it into a bi^ wash pot en«J cc:-k
t •

it. 'Te used lets ?i' sa^e ana spic s in it t=nd i e it red hot with
*

pepper and it was e real dish. r?hey ctlled it Sun-cf-a-gun.

In 1̂ -95 the yetr 1 was b-.rr., 'ny father srld all his CLttl'e

for $200,000\cG and re-invested' trut money in cattle i -.d the -'inter

of 1900 *<e had a bi^ sleet &nd the colos5.t weather, >erhaps, thft

was ever knevn in this country, ^lnnst all o:' his c&ttle froze to

^death. ;le lost hundreds ->f head in thtt freeze.

;ur fcxily consisted o f —

-tTuii,a--wriic:i -i-3 nysilf.

Cid JuVdcr.
'•< '

alter—•.•h.o is assistant ^f t'.e t'irst National nank
at .»agonlr.

Martha.

'innie.

Ae all g. t fcllot.tients r>ut Minnie. n'e used t tease her and

cell her the Little ,<L-itb Jrash.

My grandmother died it 1901 n i ny ^rendfet. er viied' in 1911.

Thfcy are both buried in the .tanner cemetery.

!*y father wt3 t.Lso acted for tl:e wcnderfal cured hens- he always

had. He was the -nan th. t promoted the building of the -S^i C plant

at ITorth "uskogee or at whet is no?; Okay, -.kl&ho~tt. ^e mede a deal

with Swift and Compeny tc stock ai.d ©pertte the plant end tfter he
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had erected-thev building and they hcJ cpsned the plant the 3aty

Rai'lro&d Company v/enteu a< much tj build a spur up tc, the plent

that they decided it wouldn't ^sy snc" hbandoned it. " hen our

ranch house burned weaoved t .."â oner.

My father yro -oted ti\& helped 't- build the levees and to

straighten the "erdigris river to ĉ e, it fro i cverflowinp-. I

retaembe'r he vvjrk'ed tl?.;:st Ji y t-nc niyht f r e lon^ time on that

river-project.

Abcat 1906 f&ther drilled one &:ion̂  the first oil-wells ever

tc be drilled-around Okey. t turned out to be u selt water v/ell

and it is still flo-.ving. . V

ry father died .-.ugu&l '.", 1916. lie is buried in the ..&§*. ner

cemetery.. •

I g.it ;-.y first schcoling in & little sch/lhouse iy

built, ne built i t sc e ,ccul- send his Children t.. scho 1 &nd also
\

fon the benefit oi' the nei^hb r children. Later " attended Spaulding

College at "usicô ee and lid ley College ̂  £ scho.l "^r girls et Sherman,

Texas.

(End) . • • ' .


