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iy grendmotiher, ‘arthe r.arris cene to the Cherokee

Nation in 1=87 during the removcl <1 the Indisns. -he wes

'1/32 Cherckee but ste did nct ccme cn the Ireil of feers.

She wes gbout-1d or 17 years or age .hLen she cime here. & .

short time efter -he cire nere she, et willism Jackscn, an

L
« A& *

tnglishman, end they vere merried.

12

when the Civil sar broke out in 1861 grendfetier enlisted

e

in the Confecerete ermy end sorved es Captein during the .wer.
gL

after tie Civil war wes over he took grandactaer to (14

sjexicc where t'.ey lived fur © cr o yeers. e was in the service

4
"

of the United States government.
_ about 1870 ogrléZl they ceiae back t the indian Territory
l,cn . .
"and settled o ¢ farm ou §rend hiver, six miles sout: of Wegener

in the Cherokee Nation.-

g .

orendfether hed t:.e picture of en snglish noﬁé in his nind
whici. ne hed plenned tc 3uild in gnglend so in 1872 he built him
a home. 1t was built rnglish style. Two story and of native

lumber, in its naturel shezde.,6 The panels were of netive -alnut

&
in its naturel finish. .t wes counsiferen the finesThouse in the

whole country and today, if it wes still stending, it vould be
a very fine house. while thev were building the house they were

expecting the errivel of e new beby.and rushed work on the haise

I4
2 »
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in order thet the biby might be born in their new hone. Thet

beby -wes “innie Jeckson who is uy nother. The; usned tme home

Tenglewood Farm. In 1895 Tenglewood wes destroy?d hy fire.

.

~ Grandfether ceckscn wes L e men who leid oub the town of

-

' -
flagoner «nd wes the 7 rst lfayor of .egoner  Tle Cobb-Clingen
and Norman fenilies were ¢1ls- picneers cI (egen=r end were all

very oroninent Leople in t e develovment ¢ the tows and cem-

munity. 1hey were &ll iron seorgic. They ceme ner. tocut the

same time. They used t c¢el! ezenh obher nele end unt, ete,

¢

out they were reelly not related. -

In the veer of 1672 or 1873 the f. K. & T. reilrocd wes
built. 1t wes tue first reilr-oad to ve bﬁilt t.rcuzn here.
.y mctuer, Tinnie chxson wes educeted 'if the lﬂdia_ Femnale
aem;nary et .thlequah. The atte Jed bot the cld «nd the new,
finen tne oldcfeminary turned achler wes et hone. ner trunk end
clothes were &t the se inery. lhe conly thing <1 .ers tlhey ~es
savgd was her itrun: &nd ell thet it csntaingd wes old love letters.

Sue hed texe. &ll ¢l her e¢l-.nes cut. sne other »tudents, ~f

i

course, g0t those letters and they hed ¢ gr nd time re&ding her

lcve letters end xidding her eb.ut then.

when she would go ron Tenglewcod to Tehle:ush, it would

tase ner ell dazy to mese the irip. JShe went by stage coech.

During the ermy poest deys =t Fort Gibson, grenifether hed

. g
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the commissery there. I have oftea ueard mufger talk of the
wey the soldiers were trected end cf t.e ri, id discipline they .

were under. . n&ve ,.&rd her te 1 ol *n o1§ice{V¢ cen't recsll

his nene, but we es  {ficer ~ t.e ley., . hec twe Little

. ) - = Y
boys., ..is wii took tne two Litile beys cn ¢ 12*ip . lew Jorx
end while they were ewe. -1e oL v.e l.ttle toys becu e criticelly
il}. They sert Tor tuc fet'.er but e coulan't getv nermission o

&0 aud the little boy died. ..is not¥er brousit 8. te.ly bock

»

%, N - . s . .
here ead he wes turied without ais fetner ge-lli. 1t se& zin.

-

& .rivate wasn't. even' ceraitted t evé. :jeux t .lis s.perjors.

The soldiers wculd cone tc the rence’s o lock &t *h¥ cfficer end «

.

express tgeir sy .pethy es best they ciuid by their lc. s but they
‘ : <
cculdn't spesk cne w-rd tce him, ?@
N

- 'y father, Gid 8Sleeper, wes norn in ‘ississgippi. [is uecple
ca1e frcm .ew ~nglend about 1700, ‘ihen he Tirst cane west he

stojped &t Carthe.e, "isscuri. .e wes guite youn~ then e¢nd was
” Ed
consideres very lucky &t cirds ovut he wis no. ¢ | r-fessicnel

gaabler. i.e hud soie wney . ud he estebliseld the first street

cer line Ircn Certhege t. Joplin., The streed cer it d no n. tor

out wes drewn by & mule. .e ¢ ereted tiiis strcel car line for
ewhile &nd (rosperes btuit throuch s.oide »isfortune o leost it end

wes broke. Le thenh decid.d to tr: on¢ «in nim snether start end

.
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did some:m~pey but he oot intc sote trouble tiere -ith &« 18n

end he left ¢a. ¢ ae to .e.oner ¢ ¢ went t~ werk for John

Gibson. r. Gibson wes “resident <t the Zirst hetional Benk |

[y

at tagoner. .e wes & very reelthy men. [lhe Houe he built in

.

agon:r 44 yeurs &po, s ill: steunds cn® is & very -ine house tod:y,

rether worked 1 v ‘r. Gibscn uatil ne L sived eunsush 1cnsy
37 thet e could stary cut tor hiself - 1n. .hen ue started

trading end buyiu. cettle @ .4 h.zs ‘rom the India.s. Ihe Creek

e 4 Cherckee !ndiasas h¢. been havin- troubl-: [cr years. 1 dren't

know thet tacir troucle wés tat eny one iro- the Cherckee veticn

Y

1

Led t. be cereral w.ea he ot over in Creek Territ-ry .1 the “reeks
< \

0]

hed it~ be careful when tne? ce1e cver cn th Cherskee side. “ut
s> wey fetier icagged 1. Aeve frieuds‘with the Creeks w«nd was
one oI the Tirst t be_in tr.di _ Wit"the Creers croﬁnd Lagoner.
In 1093 he end 1y At .er ve.e arried ehd beine qerri 4 to

cn lndien .e wWes trected &s cne .. thexn. e elweys carried woney

B

. . . > .
dvh nia to pey Jor tne stocy e weught. s wWould sg.etines cirry

+2,000 or 43,000 with .imn. The lnéieus erch ued his r her own

areperty ead Gid taelr vasiness seoeritely. Jonetinss tie men
would sell nim s-ae hogs &.G thes the wif  woula sell hia -one

e

acre end ieyue tue childres »2culd sell him scae mcre, but eeach

cne aeelt 8eperstely end he peid then seperstely. They Led tc

)
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have the .cesh too. They Wouldn{t eccept a check. ﬂ f

U‘l ) ‘A\/

After Tenglewood mension barned f tier bought the runch from my
) - ,.’
grendpaerents ¢ad built ¢ ty.icel rench house on it. .t was divided

into tw perts. The front wes & tw. story frume structure built in

an L shspe., Tnis was tne T:imily livia, querters. .he. bzce of this

and seperated from it by ¢ ice hell wes the dini.ug room, ¥itchen, end
the sleeping .uerters trcr t e cowbcys. (whic. we cuiled .unk scuse).

e still celled thne place Tenglewoow. ..
2dd Close, en nrishmen, wes our rench forengn, e wés a [ine

3
i

. .
cowboy ené & very nigh cless gentleunsn., Iie now lives in Texes. e

v x

hes & ranch there of his ¢ n end is doing g od.

Tenglewooa reacn wes kxn..n fer ana neer &s tue rench of hespitality.
. . ) ~y )
Father (1 ays selighted in feeding every cne thet ceme ty-re. Cettlemen

[} *
b

from everywhere would visit ihe rcich &nd the were &lweyrs either pres.ective

buyers ¢r sellers when theyv came,
cur kitclen renge was never cuyld, day cr night. .e kest tw~ tcoxs,

One worked deys & @ the -tier w.r-ed ninhts. There wes elweys 1.t 1 2d
if anycne ce&ne. Qur riunch wes alsc n.ted fur tie bverbecues father wculd

‘give. The 0ld barbecue pits c&n stili/?e seen there tround where the

ranch house stcod. '
[ ‘

e

cvery moenth or twe fether would give a bi, barbecue and pecple

kr

would come fcor miles to those 'barbecu.s e.nd t. trede. :e would meke

> ” . .y .
2 kind of & stew thet wes rather n.ted too. Ile used the livers, necks,

.



TUFPELDS; JULLA SLEEPER ~ INDRRVIEW. - . .

-

Interview with "rs. Julia (Sleeper) Fields, :
' ' By 0. C. Davidscn, :
‘ Field .orker.
- reb. 23, 1937

© N *

and all the trimmid.s of beef. ut it int. a bip wesi pot end ccuk
e T o
it. e used lcts »i sege ziuc spic 8 in it &nd ¢ e it red hot with

pepver and it wes & real dish. ,They celled it Sun-cf-a-gun.

[ I v

In 1798 (he yeer 1 was b-r:, "ay father srld ail his cettle
for $200,000.00 and re-invested th:it money in cettlas ¢d the ~inter
of 1900 -e had ¢ biy sleet #nd the ccli=zat weether, -erhaps, thet
was ever kncwn in this country. slm-st gll oi his cettle frqze to

“~death. il lost hundreds +f heed in thiet freeze.
wur femily cansiéteé cf--
.~Fulia-~wnich is 1ys:lf.

~id Junicer.

< e
alier-~+1¢ is essista.t of t'.e lirst Wational “enk
at Jagonér.

tartha.
‘innie.

de all 2 t ellotments -ut ‘innie. we used t tetse Ler &nd

-

cell her the Little wi:dite _rash. : .
*

~

ly grandactiier died ih Y901 il ay «rendéfet. er died in 1911.

They ere both buried in the waycner cemetery.

B

-

4 4
t.:e wenderf{al cured hens hLe always
. %
had. iHe was the man th.t romoited the building oF the .eggi g dlant

'y fether wes wlso actel Jo

&t Torth “Tusxvgee c¢r et whet is now Ckay, .klshone. e mede & deal

with Swift and Compeny t¢ stock a:.d eper:te the plant snd zfter he

- S et e bt e cama——
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hed erected “the building and the; hel cpened the plent the “aty
* .
Raiiroad Company wented s/ much to build & spur up'tg the plent

thaet they decided it wculdn't dev snd sbandoned it. ~ hen our

v

ranch house burned we mnved t .agoner.
b8 v /’

Wy fether ro - ~ted &:ué helued 4 build the levees ead to 3
streighten the “erdigris river to <ee, it fro. cverflowing. I
remember he worked :lmrst Jiy ené night £ r e long time on thet
river ‘prcject. - -

Abcut 1906 fetner drilled cne enong the lirst cil.wells ever
tc be drilled- sreund Okey. t turned cut to be & selt Xater well
‘and it is still fluwiag. . X

'y father died ~ugust 7, 1¢16. le is buried in the .egoner

> | G
cenetgggk. - ‘ . A L }
I gt sy first schecling in & little schgolhiouse ny gren.fetheér .

built. e builg it s¢ e ecculz send his thildrena t.. scho 1 end &lso

. i ‘
fox the benefit oi the neight r children. Iater = sttended Spesulding

°

College &t 'uskogee snd 7id ley College, £ scho:l “:r girls at Shermen,

Texas,

I



