
100
FARRIS, QLMdTEAD, ̂ LIGE B- INTERVIEW 4269



FARRIS, OLMS3E4D. 8% (MRS.)
- 8 f '

Form A-(S-149)
• BIOGRAPHY FORlyl ' *

r ..3RKS PROGRESS VAL ^_.
^Indiah-Pioneer History Project for Oklahoma

4269

Worker's name Mrs. Nora L o r r i n , EM'Reno,

This report made on (date) June .3

1, Name . "Mrs. Alice Farris

2. Post Office ; ElJiteno, Oklahoma

3. Residence address (or location) 1219 E. Watts

4. DATE'OF BIRTH: Month Sept. ,

5'. Place of birth

Day .16 Y^ar

Clay Center, Clay County Kansa

6, Name ok"Father • Joel olmatead Place of bistftNew York _ / ,»

Other information abput father pied Aflril 5, 19167 • *%

. • *

7.' ''Najme of Mother Betsey Sheldon Qlmstead Place
-- •*

Other information about mother • Died April gQ, 1894 .-

and '.otherwere parried Sept. 1871 at Cofrfreyvill^ Kansas >-*

Notes or-eomplLte-oiarraijivp^y the field worked dealing with the l i f e and
ryjjbwed,' Rofer to Manual for suggested subjects"'"

and questions. Cqn"tinji6 on blank sheets *if necessary and att'aoh firmly to
thi's form. Nianbef of .cets attached
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Mra. Alice B. Olmstead Farris

',' Pioneer end biographic

Mrs Alice B. 'Olmstead Fa r r i s , was born in Clay ^Center,

*Clay County, Kansas, on Sept. 16, 1882. She was one of a '

family of eight children, of which two. only are surviving.

They are, Mrs Ethel Leske,- of 900 West Hayes, El "Reno, and

.Mra* Alic« Ftrtfia.. Ihere were three-bags and five g i r l s in

• the family. *> • • v

r gjr mother taught school in the' city of Cqffeyville,

Kansas,"^here she met and married htr. Joel Olms/xe' d. He

had homesteaded a claim, and, a year af ter the i r raarriage,

they set t led on a farm two miles south of Morganville,, Kansas.

:iere four children were born to tLem. TJjfree of these children

died while they lived on that farm, 'lh^y went to Colorado in

1882, taking the surviving child, Ethel, with.'thein. They

came back, to Clay Center and :?XB. Alice B. Olmstead Farr is % -

was;born. In 1885 her family m^ved into the city of Morgan-

v i l l e , Kansas, as her father -1 that time was bcfokkWeper for the

&organville Mi-lling Co. Hei mother taught music, a d^sheiwas

also a nurse. In 1887 another daughter, Blancne, wad born. Mrs

Farris1 mother died on Apriil 30, 1887, having contracted'

typhoid fever by uursing elfamily ..iih that dijsease. She

had been a great church worlcer, and was also fhe organist" • ; /'

h at the Baptist 'hurch. On '.ay the 7th, 1894,/Mrs Karris with I

t.

her fathey and sisters came to live with a sister of her father
. . . . / . i

i. gheets, who resided eight .miles/s t ra ight fyest of • •
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,FORT ENO -,

When Mrs.Farris came here Fort Reno was a regular'Fort.
• i f - . /

It had lots of soldiers and it continued,/until the Spanish

American -.var* Since then it has been a remount station.,. At

sun-up and sun-down the cannons at the Fort would be fired.
I

They used the firing of the salute to

in si«-;ht of Fort '-tenp.

At that time the Government would issue rations about onee a

month to the Indians. The place was at the government issue

pens, which were north of the Forfc and about a mile west of

Darlington. They would kill beeves and 'div&$$. them among the

hundreds of Indians that would come to get .the meat. Mrs,

Ftrris said it was a great sight to aee,"-as they would come

• in, covered wagons, on ponies and onfoot. Zvery wagon had

a dozen or so/slogs trailing along behind. Me said n I have

seen the Indians take a .paunch ĉowfe stomach) empty it, and

cut it up,«divide it and/xney would go about eating that

raw meat (tripe) just like that". There were hundreds of
1-

white people that came out of curiosity to watch them, so '.there was always a crowd, rhe squaws always carrijed ^he

babies on their back -in sort of beaded buckskin basket. The

men would often ride lying down in the cjack of the wagons -

t "• I
while the squaws did the driving. \
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LINE

There was a stage line\that ran from i W e to the western

part of the state, Roger Mills County, and other western
" • ' '•> ' \

counties. She has forgotten the name of the lifys, or the name

oK'the roan .who ran it.

/ *
j £' FERRIES
i

/* There Was a .ferry at Union City, crossing on t;îe South

Canadian River,- end another one at Bridgeport, which was

used to cross| the South Canadian, River. She has forgotten

the n«irae of the persons that ran them.

. . RANCHES
(ranch)

The 6h\y/onc -sheHcnows about was out ,near tFos!s9Oklahoma^

owned by a man named Thurman, a^ tr.e land around El Reno was

^/broken up into claims and farms when she came here. . ,• .'.

y ^ ^ ~ ^ | •' ROADS ^ . -
i -A,
i *°

There werj$ift any r o a ^ ta^speak of, mostly t r a i l s . The

-best one she'retaemberfe was,^ne/that went to a:ifl through Ppffder

..• Face Canyon. I t was,/named af/ter en Indian 3W«fcK. name was Powder

Face. - This Indian got his iyame from th,e 5fact ctnat he had been

re mem-shot in tne face and had powder marks Qn his face^ she .,

him as a great.bi t:wIndian, ' j

r \ ; y t B U R I A L GROUNDS " • ̂  ,,.

\ ;*&<• v ' - ', • .-•

There was a large burial.ground on the east tiidje of El Retfo

CHy.^^ItVwefs i|banadHed,-'and tne people who own th'at llind now,

are. pMwln^ ,6ver the~graves of tho^e jthat were, not rnoved.
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/ / 1 , \ • - . • V ;-ios

>, RAILROADS /

Rock Island line^ running north and south, was hire

whe,n slie came. She s ta tes i;c went a t least as far south/as

Fort/Worth Teias. About 1896 theOhoctaw bui l t a road i,hto

El Reno, and through to oayreyOklahoma/ In a few ye*ars they

• so/Ld out tjO-jthe Rock Island Company and today i t is ^ctwn as
I -' I

ie Pan-Ha,ndle division. 3he remembers when the f i r s t t ra in

/went©through Calumet. There was a crowd there and they\were

I a l l glad to see itf come. She remembers Calumet before there

\ / \ I
was a town-there: i t was\only a farm, and a family by the name* of Todd lived or/ i t . \

» The"Xerfoot,Hotel was ^he out-standing building in those

days. She s a j ^ n ^ old Gaddo Ltatel w^en they we're moving i t

\ ,fromvReno Ciiy to El'Reno. She stated that it took them three

months^ to move it , and she saw i t Vrom time to time/while the

removal was in? ar'ogress. There was an ice plant oV Foreman

Strevet, only i t w'as npt called Foreman at that' t ime-i t was

MThe Ice Plant otjreetn. v '

1 " 0 A M P § ' i

.. >- I'
The only camps she reinft-mbers were Indian Ganros, at

' " • * • - ' I • " M - " • '
Darlington and around Fort^Beno. The sbuthwest par.tx^f Map$e

'i » I /

» . . I • /
-4ownsh-ip was occupied by pract ical ly rfbfchia^but, Inaians. Mrs
^ ""v • J •
F.arris had. an,uncle by the name'of Ed 3heets, wh^ "used to
make their assessments*. These Indians did ndt/have tV paj
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to let the Government know just how

much property't'hey had. \When.asked about their affairs they

".
would) say, "Me no savvy"* 'She was personally

a Cheyenne.woman named Cheyenne fan. .tihe knei

acquainted with

Powder ?aoe an

?JFS. i( Big Noseifamiiiy, and the Indian called cig Nose and oti

sjnamed because of his big nose*, she said t!>at undoubtedly

,e had the biggest nose she ever saw on a hum£n-Xace» v

\ . INDIAN T5UIKING SCHOOL:

She remembers two-Darlington was a big 3

school and Jaddo springs was ̂ another,"* (Daddo

k

•j

ndian' t raining

prings is now

called Concho). .. Darlington wks "also the Indian agency, tnere

were large United Jtates Commissaries there. She attended her

first school ,at the (,aks sctioof house located eight miles west

of the Mills. It was Just a...ode room frame building. Cwo or

three years later she went to tne only Oalumet school, which

was located a mile east and about a half mile south of 'aluraet.

One of her sisters, tlancne 01mstead?was'married to i.:r. Llker

Brown, June 30,' 1907\ at-Sunnysid^e School, nine mfles north- .
on-

east of £1 Reno. Th^re^ was a big\camp meeting ^oin. Mt the
' \ . '• - I . • \ | * . "''

time andxall the'cquiktfys-ide for jinri3Les around were there, and

knew that the,̂  couple ywerejto be married. The marriage ceremony

was held in theXarg© c'tonp meeting- t en t , and when.the couple
\
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,s .narcned in frU:i tite b&ck jf the^t-sn^t, Jb,' Harris played "the

. welding -arch|jTorr^etr -sister. 3ne said i t was, ti. •. hardest .

'• thing sue ev^r d"id. k aev. 'ynsoh pert'Dr,r.ed the marriage

service. Because of t h ; inunaTise crowd t..et «.\ r -sent instead

of shaking the hands .vith t-e bride a.id groom - as tuat would

ta.<-3 too long, . they just wished tue,; j y by waving "

-heir handkerchiefs at tn:.n. .j:s• Harris said t . a t such a

eriii?. of Aaa U. -ev ^r sa.;. .a^ b r i i s died

thr?e y^ars ie tar leaving two l i t t i B c;.ili

:iaa3 .*er UD le «itn iier .-».unt; Irs. Jarah oh

rs . Harris

; far-i
#

wast Of no, untjl'j. s.id went io . j - . Z.

si i-j/Jc.i20i .";.. Jun 26, 1899. one was t:.-:;n

.i~, j - o t i i J \ i r : i i t u r • s t o . e ,

s in Jan. 169-9.

st i:ae 3unny-

ho :e

, ' 1699

carried

'^ 'fa't-T. •

in tae

,'r -\arry r.«.rarri5, at "iisr i'at.-i-r's ho \

nortneas- J I 11 -.en^. j r .'at^-iv ..

•. to^a called .'Wid.Tiont. • Ihare {"••% oa/; ^ station

f w'as na'.ed ilaA:i,nt l a t e r . The Fort

,'i .ast.~rn :>aiii!̂ a.c?},''Cn^w abaadpned), r«n thr?afh

"\u-3r arria»/- a ,r ua&tbiia . . s v.orKing

G^aent*..,ixl, five l i i s s siuth aud t» i les west' of '

ohe^said tr.at "{.e. aioved ^th his .si^te-i^s p^ac-.-, a n i le .

,

i '
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west of the Cement Mill, His sister still owns,, this claim.

She got the land in the second run of 1892, of Cheyenne and

A ' ' •

Ar.apaho lands. Harry T»Far:?)&-drove theNteam, from which

Miss Etta staked her

to them there. In Jan.^L909

"(my husband built our home o

claim. Mr. and rs, Karris lived '.

for nine,years on his sister's farm and four children were born

the family moved to LI rteno and

a tract at 1219xEast'Watt's

Street. We have lived here ever since, although ;,ir. Farris '

died Dee. 5, 1931.

«ISCELLArJEOUS

•In 1*894 I attended a big Fourth of 'July celebration ,at

Heno 3ity» TtrtT.main attraction of that event "was a I*?erry-Go-

Round driven by a team cjt horses, but I was too^proud to ride

'on it. Ther,e wss^plent^ of barreled drinks such as lemonade,

---and-they all used.J;hj5jkame cup. ". .>

In 1894 Kfrs. Far^is* folks traded with the "C.JJ|.' Buckles

.store. It was a gen/eral merchandise store, having just about

everything', drygoooYs, groceries aad notipns*. rhey sold. Indian

moccasins and beaa work such as pocket books, belts, belts for

gun holders, and/beaded sashes to tie around.blah.-.ets. They ;

obtained, these things from the^JnddtSHs andre-;s6ld them, i^erfbbt

and 3rowe had a dry,-goo,ds storey'also.*A man by the name of

rinklapaugh had the main hardware and implement store. Fryb^rger

\
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aad a geueral store, drygoods and everything, u

atore and th« O.K. ki l ler drug store were in operation.

Hue drug store is s t i l l here.

I,ir G. a. f i l l e r ' s 'AIife was a i..iss :•,{. Alice Sett^n-, and

• was a teacher in the Central school at,one ti.ne/ .liss Etta

ites oae»of the fir^t teachers. 1'uere were scae frame

Lags*"; «hr ;e or Jkxxv where ĥe Central school -is now,

)n Soutxi r<o\jic Island, iha o .n ty court nouse .vâ  an old

iing> taJatA .̂as located at tn^ corr.ar oj/faae Street and

; .,Crc\Is,iand\ithe southeast corner r and t v e/ol i Gbddo Ho t-»l

.v-is lovei to the corner just across tr*5 street^ vveŝ  o.f ti:e , /

o/UJrt house, w.^j^-'a fi i l inp station n is located. She/'

. r^ le.nbers' the buildin? of the Sanitarian, /as first* Pol

-̂-cTi'-ice .-ks oj!' toe west side o/ 3ickford street , in ' th

a block'1 but she has/Torso.ten vmetuer i t .as phe/ /

/ <• - [' • i

r^r.ired north or -sou'-tiy. ^arlv in 19 -0 tney .rvedTtbe lost / •*

I • - . ' ' . . / „ / '
of Tice to t.»e tw • huuarsd block on the east side/of Hock s /

Island*.street, r^ey rao\fe.d i t ^rain bdq.-c ^u Bio^kford s t r a i t ,

l i laeir old builling aai latfr moved V. t:r>i/r pre'sent xo-catiui

[I .vao n̂ &icr«f*rd street in. r i ' . ~*\ H a r . s l e y j i a d ' t ; .^ ' . ; ' i r . o t a i t 0 ^ 0 1 * 1 - ? , ( t j h o r k n ,-w-

• /

*-3uej.- I t uas one •? tii^se^iii^h <vncisled/"!iffairs aad

\iKb u *cop la- £-y,-"»(horseissa). " Irving c/chool, w.'.'ere the

jrawing was n^ld in 1301, whs trie f i rs t tlric.< sch6ol hm^a . / -

t- be buil t . Oentrai. and Vebster wer/ built 'XI\A s;.ne y«
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Eer husban'd, Mr. .Harry T. Fa r r i s , was on the f i r s t grand

jury ever held in the Canadian County Court Htiuae. He was one of

the men who inspected the court house from basement to dome'* -

One of the old time character is t ic events was the old camp meet-

ings which,were held from 1894 t i l l 1907. One Mrs. Far r i s
/ • - • ' ' ' ' ' ' '

attended was on Grand P h i l l i e s ' place, where the Red Rock church

used to be. Mr Phi l l ips donated the ground to the church and

•cemetery and i t i s located ten miles «es^ and a half mile north

of Foreman Street . This was also called the Stand Pipe Road

. after -the. water works stand pipe was put up on Choctaw and

Foreman~SEreet. This stand pipe belonged,to the El Reno Water

Supply-Company. •• """""

They had a very large tent for the meeting to be held in

and people came from far and near to at tend. They brought

tents , wagons, and other camping equipment, and they would

camp out during the meeting", which'would last ' two weeks 8nd some-

times longer. These ministers w ôuld always be e i ther Methodists

or Holiness .people. People would come from a l l over O^ahdma to
* • • • ' ' " ' • ,

these meetings to hear the f i r s t preachers in Oklahoma who. were

circuit .preachers. They would-have several places to preach

within the i r c i r cu i t . ' / ' ' % ^

The farmers would raise watermelons to s e l l to the Indians

They woufd take them to the camps sometime; and also bring them

V

\ " " • ' ,
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to town. Wherever trie re were Indians the

like hot cakes.* Tney sold wagon load after

SALOONS

Saloons were open and1 at almost.eyefcy other door-on the

business section) they were'thicker than

Henry Schafer's Saloon \

Hoffman*8 Saloon

There was another one by the namS' o

111

melons would 'sell
•mmr

wagon load.

l eas .

aulson's Saloon '-

udam's Saloon.

- Schafer's saloon was located where "the Sal

Buehweylor's Saloon,

eway Grocery now stands

at 201 South Bickford, .Paulsons saloon wa^ located"."where the

Jones drygoods and notion store is now located at 121 oouth

Bickford. These two were the only ones ste could locate for

me,- and sne said .there were others'whose names she had .forgotten,

iHSCELLANEOUS

/ There used to be a stone livery stable on the corner

Q rth t>f the present post office. A big red liVery stable /

called The Big Red Barn was located ac/rqss the street noyth •

of the Catholic Church. ̂  'i'^^

The first Star mail route out of J31 Reno, tliat/we it west

was called the Oameo. The x>ffice was Ideated ei tvx miies west

of.town in a store run by A.Al-CowdenJ/all tiie neighbors called
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at this-place to get their mail but this route was discontinued

around 1900, after the Calumet"R.F.D* came*in. ;.

Her-husband.Mr Harry T; Farris, who, first came here in

1889., hauled freight between Oklahoma City and Reno City

in 1890,( for a Mrs A.B. Davis 1 She ran a general store in Reno

City and also kept the post office at Reno, at that time.

; / NATIONALITY" *

English on her mothers side, Scotch, Irish, and French

on her father's side. Her husband^ father's people came from

Kentucky and his mother's people came from Ohip. He came with .

his folks from Howard county / ansas^J^lSSg, dfiri'hg down in

a covered wagqjt.


