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Fivld Workor!s name Mrs. Nora Lorrin, EI Reno, Gklahoma ~
This report imde on (date) __ June .3
) B S i
1, Name . “Mrs. Alice Farris
2, Post 'Ofi‘iéc ‘,’Adcy‘fess ' El .Reno, Oklashoma

. ; w s o, ] B . -
Se Rcsmem,e addre (br' location) 1219 E, Watts . /

+ i " I B
’g. DATE" OF BIR‘I'H: Mo-nth‘ Sept.. ... Day .16 _ Vpar 1882 .
5» Place of blrth - :Clay Center, Clay County Kansa 5 o
e : ~ — / N \
6, Name bf Father R J’l‘wl Olmstead Place of bint New York '

" Other informat ion ab‘out'father Died April 5 191

, ‘\Iame of Nother Betsey aheldon Glmatead ' Placo of butnldassaehusettér

Otnz,r mformstlon about mother : Dled April 30, 894

] -~

Yather and othér were married Sept 1871 at Cofﬁeyvill;é Kansas T

Notes or-com pluteq.nanr‘ ive.by the fleld worker dcal%ng with the life and.

story ofy the »érson i'n‘ ryjeweds Refer to Manual fo suggc,btc,d subjects N

and questions, Coptinpé on blank sheets 1f ncce'*sary and attacu flrmly to
, thi€ form, Number of Bhiet& attached o o
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: ~ Mrs. Alice B. Olmstead Farris
- g . Pioneer end biographic : : /,

102

Mré Alice B. Olmstead Farris was born in Clayéggntgr,
Cl?y County, Xensas, ou Sept. 16 1882, 'She was one of a -
family of eight- chlldren, of which two only are surv1ving.
They are, Mrs Ethel Leskq, of 900 west Hayes El ‘Reno, and
Mra. Alice Ftrtia.ihere were three- bqgg and five girls in
" the family. .

R “ fir mother taught school in the city of qufé&?ille, |

Kensas, where she met and merried jir. Joel Olmgte d. He

»

they settled on a fam tqd miles south of N rganville,,Kansas.

Here foﬁr children were born‘to tiem. ee of these children ‘

-

died while they lived on that farm. ‘Theéy went to olorado 1n
1882, teking the surviving c¢hild, E el, with,the . They

- ceme back, to Cley Center and ‘rs. Alice B. Olmstead Farris . -

was‘born. In 1883 her family mgved into the ci of Morgan-
| viTle Kansas, as her father -t that time wes bgo eper for the

/ .
uorganville Milling Co. He& mother taught musi , & 4@ she was

\

: » .
also a nurse. In lBﬁ? another daughter, Blanche, was born. Mrs

Farris' mother died on April 30, 1887, having ontracted

3

. ‘ . ,
typhoid fever by nursing e/femily .ith that digease. 3h
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" When MIS., Farris came here Fort Reno .was a regular Fort.

(8

lt had lots of soldiers and it continuedfuntil the Spanish

i

American #ar. Since then it has been & remount station.# At

sun-up qhd sun-down the cannons at the Fort would be fired.

. | )
. ; “ —

They used the firing of the salute to tell time, for—sum-
*~dpin\gggyigg:ggi/§§,$hey/wéfg/i;;;;;T;;w;;;;;ﬂ;;/iZrt'?eng.

At that tine the Government would issue rations.about onee &

month ro the Indians. The place was at the government issue

pens; which were north of the Fort and about.a mile west of “

Darlinéton.' 'l’hey would kill beeves and ‘dividle. them smong the -

Ihundneda of Indians that would come to get .the meat. \ugu

Farris said it was'a great sight to see,-as they would come

‘in covered wago;;, on ponies and onfoot. ZEZvery wagon had

g dozen or sqjﬁogs trailing along behind. o_he said " I hgv?
)empt%)it, and
~cut 1t up,edivide it and/’?ﬁ?;?r would go about eating that

seen the Indians take & .paunch Jcow% stomach)

/F
raw meat (tripe) just like that", There were hundreds of

) o fi
white people that came out of curiosity to wateh them, so

)

.there was always a crowd. [he squaws always carri d gheir

Y .
bables on their back in sort of beaded 3Lckskin bﬁiﬂgzj The

men would often ride lying down in tne ﬁack of the wagbns

! | .
while the squaws did the dr1v1ng. \ ! e

. | . |

3
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J/ / o ‘ \fsnGE LINE i
‘ stage lin;Xthat ran from here to the western -

e
There was &

3ne has forgotten tﬁemname of the life, or the name

LN

v

coﬁntiesq
of.the men who ram it.
H

& FERRIES

. | .
There was -a ferry at Union Citx.c:0331ng on tu

/5
Canadian River, and another one at Bridgeport, which
She has forgotten

used %o cross| the South Canadian, River.
the neme of the persbzf}thét ran them.
RANCHES
‘ g

. S ch} Eié;; .
The 6nly/ one .she™nows about was out near Foas Oklahom ) . -
‘ ST - .

¢
owned by a man namod Thurman 83 tre léand around El Reno was

o brokgn up into claims and farms when she came here.
ROADS - oL

Q//‘*f~ ey g 3
. . ]
Therewexgn'tany rodgg to ,speak of, mostly tiéils. ‘The o
f’
Ny !"\ i ; -
one/that went to a1d throubh Powder ‘

- ,i';" i
¢
best one ‘she remembeﬁg was |
! ‘a.;OSE - ’ ]
: Face Canyon. It wasfnamed affter en lndlaanﬂﬁiname Was Powder .
2 ~ b -
Face. . This Indaan got hls eme from the fact® tnat he had been
kY - ‘?’p\ . N .
’ LU \g - a
shot in the ace and had prder marys ‘On his face, she remem- .
’ 6" ’ » ¢ . - \.
. g ) ‘,‘é “ 2 L N
' 4 . N Y
: ’Ggr D . o

bers him as a &reat blwklddianl,g

I ox
h\-z 0‘
3 ; BUTflA* GROUNDS

“;‘;j\\'> . ‘
ere was 8 larve barlél ground on the east éida of Fl Reno

o
4 I
g e

City.; It swefs ébanddded .and tue people who own tat land now

“NB;T‘ { r . \
&Te. pbpv‘no gver the graves of thOSe that were. not ﬂcved.
v ) N N .‘ ) . " -i- N ,.‘ .\» ‘{' S

- e ,
p ) ‘<‘ .

v e B
: )
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" of Todd lived o

v

‘1 all glad to see i

oy \
e Rock Island line rznning north and sou h, was here

when s e came. She states it went at le%;t as far south fas

I

P

e Pan-figndle division. she remembers when the firsf train

- ! 1
wenty through Calum?t. ‘There was a crowd there and the ywere
~ 4 '

come. She féxmnbers Calumet before there
3 \ - ,
was a tow@*there it waé\only“a farm, and a family by'tne name
. \ N . ‘

it. ., . .
\\ .

N

- The*Kbrf ot Hotel was the out- standlng b ilding in those

\ —_ v . B

\
days. She s h old Caddo &Qtel whien they were mowving i}

from\Reno Ci y tp El° Reno. shé\stated that it| took tgem three
/

montnq 10 move 1% and she saw it {rom time to tlme 7h11e the

removal /és £g>pﬂogress. There was an ice plant ‘]/%oreman
i iy

|

| »
Street, bnly it was not called Foremgn at that ﬁ;ﬂ/rit was

"The Ice Plant oéreet" : f: e )
. | 3 - cups ‘:\ |
. The only cémpg'she reméﬁbéié were{*;di%h uamos, g;
| Dariington an& a#bund Fortheno.‘ The s uth&ést part of NapIe

-~

o

w&ownghip was occupied by‘practically 171)) hiag‘but\l dians. Mrs.
'b.) N

-

r

séd tb

?arrigihad an uncéle by the name of Ed Shcets, wh

f \ / .
Eake their assessments. These Indians|did ndt/have ﬁqi?gyr o

z

/

TE S e

“
PR
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P

taxea but it was. done te let the Governmen knpw just how

. affairs they
. ﬂk*_‘
Ke was personally aoquainted with

EA

‘ much roperty they had._ When.asked about the
woul@ say, "Me no savvy \X<B

a chgyenne womdn damed Gheyanne Fan. .she kne Powder mace ané

|

?amiﬂy, and the Indien ealled uig Nose and ot&_rs. Eig Nose
f ;

i
fnamed because of his big nose; she said t?at undoubtedly J

| \

e ) |
__}r had the biggest nosg slie ever saw 'on a humat-face, A 1
ﬁj‘« « \ oL “ : o . \ i \

\ . INDIAN TRaINING 3CHCOLY - = * ‘

‘J ‘ . . .

'

. She remembers two-Darlington was a big 1;digﬁ"tréining

scPool and Jaddo -prings was |another, (Daddo Jprings is ﬁow
cailed Concho) . . Dar;ﬁnéton was also the Indian agescy, toere

~
-

were large United thtes Commissaries’ there, he ‘attended her

first schecol .at the &gks sctoo QOuge ocated eight miles west

“of the iills. It wa?wjusp a.one room frame building. TIwo or

~ .
~

.three years later shé went to .the only Salumet school; which

R j on.
esast of &1 Keno. “he & was a big\camp meetin.- foinz/ﬁt the
. \\ . &

time ané;all tne'cgu?tfyside for rﬁies around were there, and

g M -
knew thét\gﬁe;couplf)Weréko be married. The marriasge ceresmony

‘. N 3 .
was held in the Narge cemp meetinyg tent, and wien the couple

#—\7\

% 108
|
I

i



LS

- '.‘ IE'.
. "FA4RI5, OLMSTHAD ALICE B (#RS.), INDTVIRY - \ ‘

x - R ' .
\ ’ - ' '//4/;// :lif;’
Lo \ . 6 .

2
.

‘-

- .

v
.

. .. -~ . ., ’ ) . ‘Y . ’
¢ -harched in fqum thie back of tne ;sﬁi/’ ro, rarris played the -

’
. aeading -arci) for heT sister. She sald it wss t.: hardest
. T,

g thing she evsr did. & Aev. *:nson pé;ermad the marriage

d -
»

sarvice. Because of th: immense crowd t.at = r -s=2nl instead

3 » . o

of shaking the hands sith t.2 bride exd groam -as tuat would

1 .

tacz too long, . they just wished tue. j y by waving

v
- .

vaeir hendkerchiefs at ta:m., .Ts. farris szid t.at such a )
-

»

Tluttacin- of naandkarehiselszyou wover sas, a2 briaz died

’

thire y:ars ietar leuving two litti: coildren, rs. farris _ -~
' ) '{"‘c > . c - -
1832 .2v u5.e witn her auat; rs, Sarah sheets, —n-Th: farm ]

»
~

-

- 2 i r p vy 1 3 ey J 0 3 ;. 4
west of 21 geno, unti. sud went o .x. J... 3.8u's in Jan,1649,

L4

121 fature .dsbead, .x Haosry J. fairis, st the Suany~

. . o ~
- . 9,2 1 ~ NP eyt . Y
S.odun 29, 1899. one was tnun uagiar azr hoe

* \' o ¥ o 3 3 y : by - ~"
. &3..‘3 2ien »S, t‘t:f’{lﬁf‘»?c',.‘ = \)l' 5 /baﬁhy, \ tVL\ . ;{S 4028 .S L4Q\J.
. L3 . B

&

Tas £.otn Muraitur sLo.e,z//an Dece.bir %4th, i&go

4

. . ~ e - . ~ - . - v '.A
agirricd (r ocarry J.e.farris, atv fizr {atasr's howm . \

2iled northeas:y o' .1 @av.  2r Jal.u:y .z1 narried

t '
. . .” | ’ ! .o~ n . %‘?.‘, Voo \
8 5220.ad Viae Sn o ba ézv Joait la Xewe.  cerp fapaer'g farn o

-

4

s asar . town celled ieidnont. tThare o3 ooauvy

oy

2 statin -

. ' ’:. S s ) N . ' T

PRI AR *ﬁst.frmquutgét was nat.ed piefin.nt late{. ‘he Furt \
s '5 v r . - 4 \
\

i { - ey ‘ e

i N
“~ . - .o P \.‘T 3 .
LS ve wd Lestorn caellindady - (npw ab aedj, ran throagh
\" - . X s -’_ ‘.~‘1‘\\‘ s ' ‘\ \
<limats oAb a2 tiae ofaer arri G Ldstang 08 working

)] .
. R ‘ - . e R
in tas o131 Céuent’.i.dl, Tive silas :th and "t 1ies west of - \

y .
2., nis gisier's puac:, a nmile .
A ', ’7- ., A »'

o

\ & .
4 . -
.

~ >

-

| Karcue. 3bg_said tnat_"gi\moved 1

- - .. A
P A o e
7= ~ , . .
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‘west of ‘the Cement ifill. His sister Still owns_this claim.

She got the land iﬁ the second run of 1892, of Cheyenne and

L ’ i

g A;aﬁqho. lands; Harry T.Farris- drove the teen, from,;hich .
¥iss Etta Ferris /s/takéd/lg c:laim. ‘r, and ’rs.‘lﬂ‘a!rris lived °
for gigg,yeafg/gn his sister's fgri and four cﬁildren %eré ﬁprn

- to them tnere. In Jan. }909 the family moved to Ll Reno and

¢“my hugband built our home on a tract at lZlé\Eagt'Watﬁs

Stréet. Ve have lived here| ever since, although uir, Farris -

\ died Dee. 5, 1931.

ISCELLANEQUS

%

- In 1894 1 attended big FourthTOf ‘Tuly celeﬁfation at

e ————

feno Jity. The main att aot;on of that event was a werry—uo—"

on it Tﬁene"waggplegt of ‘barreled drinks such as lemonade,
& : _ o

.'store. It was a generel merc..andise store havzny just about
! 2

.everything; drygoo 8, xroceries and notionsu Ihev sold'Indiar

mgeccasins axd bead work such as pocket books,\belts belts for
!
gun holders, and/beaded sashes to tie arounu blan ets. xney

l

L T O SO
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8 4
nad a geueral stoure, drygodds and every“thiug.' .cCall's
¢ . . hag B

~m3noe store and the C.K. iller drug stors were in bneretion.

.
k]

fMe drug store is still here, -

“s

.

-

vr C. R. ndliler's wife was a u1dss ile Alice setton, and

.wu8 a teacher in the Jentral school at one %ine.” .iss Etta

v Jale was cne.of the Fir:-t teachers. 'FTuere ware saue frame -

-~ . . ER ¥}
buiidiags) thre or 2 snare vhe Jentral scnvol is aow, -
& ‘ N / ~ .

2 Souta fogk Isdand. rhe co.aty court nouse ﬂgﬁ an old frane-

528 1ovai 10 the cornsr just across stqeet{west‘o;«the‘ // )
. ™ . - Co I s
8« - 5 i TN ) -~ . . / .
E ¢ it house, ¥.2rz2a filling steti is locegted, She /
* ) // »
© . rz2.2nbers ile building of the itarian., o2 firsv °9 :
//’ o
/<7 ice +zs 04’ tas wssi side of 3ickford strset, in the one /
- ‘ / //l
H ‘ . L / o
gdaadrea block’ but she has forga,zen wietuer it ias ]
| asndred north or soutl sérly in 190 toey a°ved Abe Lost | -
.. * . ] ““ P [ / v ¢
sffice to t.e tw. huadrsd block on the east silde/of Roek,
f3ldnd streetl, Duey moved it agaln bagx wh 3idkrord straet,
. ¢ . - .- 1 i A - \ : A Y
<1 tueir old building ani later moved t. tuzir present iocation.
L ss5 on vicaftrd strdet in 18%.
LT . F. Eozosley had tod first axtomooils, (to hor know-
5eaie};- Tt was one -t tause-aigh enceled cffairs sad locked
Winz w bop Lu ozy,~(horseless). ™ Irving Jelool, w'ere tie
irawing was n2ld in 1391, wses tane firsy tricg sc! 0»1 houge )
L. be bullit. Jsntraei esnd Jebster werg tuilv'tne s:une yel
P : , .

i;x :leu_g .
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Her husband, Mr. Harry T. Farris, was on the first grand

jury ever held in the Canadian County Court House. He was one of

¢

.
| . '

" the men who inspected the court house from basement to domels -

=

J

"One of the old time charaoteristic eventas was the 0ld camp meet- -

1ngs which were held from 1894 tlll 1907 . One Mrs. Farris

?ttended was on Grand Philllgs' place where the Red Rock churbh

used to be, Mr Phillips donated the ground to the church and

‘cemetery and it is located ten_mlles #est and a half mile north

of Foreman Stréet. This was also called the Stand Pipe Road

.. , . 1 , .

<after-£he vater works stand pipe was put up on Choctaw and

N D ' - f
Foreman Street. This stand pipe belonged to the E1 Reno Water

(S
g

~

Supply-Company.

They had 8 ery large tent for the meetlng to be held in

\

and people came from fer and near to attend. They brought
tents, wagbns, and other camping equipment; and they would -

camp out during the meeting, which /would last “two weeks snd some-
. : . L

»

times longer. These ministers gould alwayé\ﬁe either»MstQﬁ@ists'

or Hoiiness.peopie. Feople would come from 911‘0ver OVlshoms to

! * .
these mepetings to hesar the first preachers in Oklahoma who. were

]

circuit. preachers. They would- have sever&ltplaees to preach

Ve

7

_within their circuit. : ﬂ N

The farmers would raise watarmalons to sTll to the Ind1§:s

PneJ would take them to the campé sometlme and also bring th
) 7
. 7

-
.
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to town. Wherever tuere were Indians the|melons would sell -
- e

-

like hot cakes.' laey sold wagon load after wagon load. |

< . 3

SALOONS

K
(3]

~

s
s

Saloons were open and at almost. every other daor-on the

\

business section, they were ‘thicker than fleas.

-

Henry Schafer's Saloon \ Paulson's Saloon ¢

N

Hoffman;s Saloon ' ) %dam's Saloon.

There was another one by tie namé' of

Buehweylor's Saloon,

. Schafer's saloon was located wﬁe:e‘the Safeway ér%cery q?w stands

at 201 South Bickford,.Fg;isons saloon was

-

located “where the

Jones drygoods and notion store is now logated at 121 South

Bickford. These two were the only onés sife could locate for

Al

{

P
d . KISCELLANEOUS

. \;;:,:- - 4 . .
me; and sne said there were others whose names she had.forgotten.

-

/  There used to be a stone livery stable on the corner -~

n fth o? the prssent post office. A big red livery stable /

called The Big Red Barn was located aq}qgs the street north -

[4

of the Catholic Church. &~ ‘€™

The first Star mail route out of'E; Reno,.that we.t west

was called thé Cameo., The office was l/cqted ei tyt miles west

or;;own in & store run by A.A.-Cowden;/all

S

. - 4.
o~
R » -
. r

tiie neighbors -called

-



| PARRIS, OLMSTEAD ALIGE B (MRS.). INTERVIEW - - - - -

~ N
s »

11

-
¢ °

at this place to get their mail but this route was disoontinued
around 1900, arter the calumet R.E. D. came”in. :
"‘&

Her huaband ,Mr Harry T.. Farris who first came here in

18@9\ hauled freight between Oklahoma Gity and Reno City

’ in 1890 for a Mra‘A.B. Davis. She ran s general store in Reno

row

"

o 401ty and also kept the post office at Reno, at that timc.

s

e S NATIONALITY ~ ?

English on her motheré side, Sbotch, Irish, and French

on her father's side. Her husband's father's people came from

Kentucky and his mother's people came from Ohip. He 6amz with

+ bis folks from Higward county ;anses, in 1889, driving down in

‘a coyered wagop.

‘a
1 4



