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Carl H. Mayfield
Kieldworker
July 8 , 1987

Interview with
Jim England

i Oklahoma «

lay f i r s t s i g h t of No Man's land was i n the Spring

of 1686 whi le pass ing through i t with a t r a i l herd

fron Odessa, Texas, to Dodge C i t y , Kansas. I got work

down on the border with a man known as "Gotch" Cal l ens f

a nickname,of course , g iven because o»e of h i s ear*

had been shot which caused the r e s t of i t to turn down

i n a p e c u l i a r manner* I don*t think I e r e r knew h i s

r e a l name, as I was only with him about two weeks down

i n Tex*.* and about four or f ivo days a f t e r we reached

Dodgs C i t y , when he came out t o r e c e i v e h i s herd and to

ship them e a s t from Dodge c i t y .

We l e f t the Double Mountain country about February

80th t coming north across the Texas p l a i n s * We struck

the South Canadian River some place near Canadian Oity

and fol lowed i t up-stream t o a po in t near vhere Merger

i s BOW, t o a c r o s s i n g known a s ulxon*8 Point about twen-

t y - f i v e m i l e s west of Adobe Walle, In those days knows a

as DOby wa l l s* 3e fo l lowed up stream on account of high
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water, hoping tiereby to cross the swollen stream.

We finally became discouraged. We pat our horses

iBto the strews and swam them out to the first aand

where they could stand! using them as decoys for the

cattle* We started the herd in then moved the horses

on far enough in the lead to give the cattle-room*

We landed the remuda on the north bank, but were not

so lucky with the cattle. About fifteen hundred head

of Mexican cattle,- the leaders of the herd, swam like

ducks while the others turned back, which left the

horse wrangler and me on the north side with a hundred

head of horses and about fifteen hundred head of cattle

while the balance of the men and about fifteen hundred
t

cattle and the wagon were on the south bank.

Night caiae on and the horse wranglor and I had no

choice, as we could not turn the stock loose, so he

held the horses and 1 herded the cattle until morning.

$». s&ter had receded some during the night, although

still deep enough to swim in the main ohannel. The

asm on the south side were afraid to try the river on

their tired horses. So I drove the remuda back, leaving
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wraaglsr to herd the ca t t l e . We changed horses

and pushed into the water, leading with the horses

to pack the quicksand for the catt le . We made i t

by nine o'clock with the horses and cat t le . The

cook pulled in and got about three hundred feet from

the north Bank and lot his lead mules tangle up and

bog down. We got them loos© and by tying a l l the

ropes we had on to the wagon, we managed to float the

old bread basket'ashore just as another head rise came

down. Our chuok was badly sanded but i t was surely

good when we got sons of i t cooked.

We had no more trouble from there on but had lots

of rain; the lakes were a l l fu l l of waiter and grass was

fine. W9 crossed the north line of Texas about fifteen

miles east of whore Hitchland now stands. Knowing we

were somewhere near what was commonly called the "Neu-

tral Strip," we spread our herd and quit the trai l and

loose herded for about ten days before starting on for

Dodge. I t was then that 1 learned to love "Old No*

Mam's Land." At that time I had never seen as good

grass any place.
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We bad four Jferlcan r i d e r s and a Mexican cook*

These boys had heard of wi ld h o r s e s but had never seem

any.

While we were r e s t i n g and graz ing our herd we

had a l o t of l e i s u r e time and no place t o go* One day

two of thfffee boys decided they would go i n t o the horse

business . , t h e y found a bunch of mustangs about f i v e

m i l e s south o f the Beaver "River and s t a r t e d t r y i n g to

.walk them down. After the t h i r d day of i t they got

t i r e d of euch a slow way and a f t e r shoving the bunch

i n t o a smal l deep canyon, then made a run on them.

Kech roped a h o r s e , both s t a l l i o n s about four years /

o l d , and of a l l the fun they had i n ty ing and aider l i n -

ing those p o n i e s . Before we reached th© end .or our

journey they were we l l enough broken t h a j / t h e wrangler

could handle them without aide l i n e s ,

We crossed the Beaver a t th^ mouth of Sharp creek

and headed north for the Cimarron and on t o Dodge Ci ty

where we were met by the/owner of the herd. We h e l d
/

A /

the herd on the Arkansas River for a few days, waiting

for oars. After load lag the cattle we made the trip
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baok with the wagon and horses, ae they had been hired

from an old Spanish ramoher down on the border by

Collins* tie had purchased this herd from an old Span*

iard to be delivered at a ranch at least f i f ty miloe

from ike Mexican border, as about one half of them had

been run across the border by rustlers and sold on this

side at prices ranging from $3.00 to $5.00 a head for

grown cattle*

After delivering the outfit back to the Troquitto

Ranch on the Texas side 1 crossed back into Mexico

where I had been making my headquarters far a short

time, and stayed there moat of the time for the follow-

ing year* I came out in the Tall of 1887 and wintered

in Aiaarillo, Texas, driving stage for T* B. Clisbee,

from Amarillo to Plainview, a distance of a hundred

miles* 1 drove this stage from September unti l March,

then returned to Kexico*

I have seen a l l the cattle country there i s be-

tween the Klo Grande and the Yellowstone <and have

never seen as good a l l around cow country as No-Man's

Land was f i f ty years ago*
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I returned to the Panhandle in the Spring of

1690 but did not file unt i l 1894.

In the late tuianer of 1890 I hired out to ?• C.

Shoemaker and stayed there unt i l the late Spring of

1892 when I TT turned to Mexico to work for the Bell

Cattle Company. I stayed, there unti l 1893 when I

, - ceaei baok to the Strip and fiied on a claim in 1894,

' , '. - I was "married in 1894 at Beaver City, the only

'bounty'seat in th*> entire Str ip. I worked on various

rlsoches unt i l 1900 when I moved to my present hon»

1' * -near Optima where 1 have farmed and Isept a small herd

• ' of cattle since that time.


