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Fizld Worker's name Augusta H, Custer.
bmhis report made on (date) July 19, ' 193 7.

Neme Vary B, England.
Post Office Address Optima, Oklahoma.

Recidence address (or location) Five miles south of Optina.

DATE OF BIRTH: Month Aprid Day 13  ® year 1054,
Place of birth Genterville, 'issouri. '

_ -

 Name of Father ¥, B, Fore Place of birth __ NW Mssouri.

0sher information about father Died 1917.

ame of Mother Mary Fore " Place of birfh North West lfissouri.

ther infomation about mother Died 1912.

W

tes or\complete narrative by the field worker dealing with the life\and story
{ L2 parson interviewed. Refer to Manual for suggested subjects and\ questione
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Augusta H, Custer,

Intexrvi ewer, .
Mary B, England of Optima, Oklahoma, ,
Five miles south of Optima, Qkla,

I oceme frou Liberal, Kersas,to Cimarron, in a

© eovered wagon with my husband and children on July 1, 1887,

Ath
On the/day af July we went on e cleim two miles east of

Tyrone. There were no improvements in any psrt of this
country exaept ; well for etock which had been drilled )
by the railroad coampany. They were surveyiné a railroad }
and this proved an inducement to get settlers from Qak k

City, Kensas, - LT

We had many privations and every -one weas in

. sympathy vith his neighbor as each one understood just

what the othaer fellow had %o endure, These people wanted

their aehildren to have some\education and I volunteered to

teach a subseription school ‘They wented to pay me $1,00

per mon&h per pupii‘but I dig\pop see how they wers to get
the cash, . I realized their ocondition and said I would
tea;h for ;50 cents per month per child, as I thought that
I would come nearer colledting .50 gents than 21.00 per

child. had about twenty-five oupils and nearly as many

varities f school books as pupils. They brought just

.'any kind of text bos<s thay they might happen to have,
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There were ng adopted text books in those days. wL

a

a great ascortment since I come to think of 1%, But qg/

gourse writing and figures are the same alweys, 9ﬁ%

< / .
18 no change in/éhess subjects except in the methdd of

toaching, 11, when 1t was tlme to colleot P r my woxk,
: /

the setilers had no money and I had taught four months,

-{ 1 reqeived one pig, six chickens, s bﬁéf from one \

)

family snd a quarter from another, a;g/all the esdh I K
ever received frow that school was/éé.OO. \
I also taught the first scbbbl ever taught at Green\\
Valley., It was not for the gﬁﬁgy we worked in those daya\
but from the joy of dolng/gé;e thiug for our fellow man.
I have scen some of tho§é boys and girls grow t0 manhood
and womanhood and realize that if it had not been for my
effarts they would perhaps no; have been ablg to reed or
write, I d; not begrudge the time and effort, Many of

them have proved to be a friend 4in time of need.

Indians,

" #hen we lived down southeast of haere, in the early
days in the early spring there wmld be great caravans of
Indians ffom the Cherokee Nation who would pass by our

house on their way to Colorado to'spénd the summer. For
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dayi\s they would strsggle along, every one on horseback,

one “\\two and three in a group. Somtinna‘t‘ﬁey would
stOp\\at the house and trads or ’oé‘g some coffce, flour,
or s \ar. We never thought of being afraid of them,

“3 the fall ;:hey would come straggling back, passing
along 1;& a string as they had in the spring, on their

way back to the Oherokes Nati n to spend the winier,
\
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