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Indian-Pioneer History Project for Oklahoma

Fi3ld Worker's name Augusta H. Ouster.

This report made on (date)_ July 19. 193 V.

:

Vary E. England.

Post Office Address Optima, Oklahoma.

5, Residence address (or location) Five miles south of Optiraa.

DATE OF BIRTH: Month Apriji Day 13 * Year IT 54.

Place of birth Genterville, ".issouri.

,\ Name of gather H. B. Fore

O':her information about father

âme of Mother Mary Fore

Place of b i r th NW Missouri.

Died 1917.

' Place of bi r th North West Missouri

information about mother Died 1912.

)tes or\ complete narrative by the fie.ld worker dealing with the life\and story
t -cho person interviewed. Refer to Manual for suggested subjects and\ quests on
D.itmue Vn blank sheets i f necessary and attach firmly to this form* Wumber OJ

to attached 3 « • \
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Augusta H» Ouster,
In ta rv i ewer.

Mary S. England of Optima, Oklahoma,
Five miles south of Optima, Okla.

I come from l i b e r a l , Kansas,to Cimarron, in a

covered wagon with my husband and chi ldren on July 1, 1837*
Qth

On thc/daj Qf July we went on a claim two mile3 e a s t of

Tyrone. There were no improvements i n any p a r t of th l»

country except a well for stock which had been d r i l l e d

by the ra i l road company. Tfaey were surveying a r a i l r o a d

and t h i s proved an inducement to get s e t t l e r s fron Oak

City , Kansas.

We had many p r iva t ions and every one was in

sympathy with h i s neighbor a s each one understood ju s t

what the other fellow had \o endure. These people wanted

the i r chi ldren to have some\education and I volunteered to

teach a subsc r ip t ion school \They wanted t o pay me $1*00

per month per pupi l ~but I d ld \no t see how they were to get

the cash* . I r e a l i z e d t h e i r oondit ion and said I would

teach for .50 cents per month p'er ch i ld , as I thought t h a t

I would aome nearer co l l ee t ing .50 cents than $1.00 per

chi ld . 1 had about twenty-»five ouplls and nearly as many

v e r i t i e s ' o f school books as p u p i l s . They brought Just

any kind of t e x t booss thay they might happen to have .
! \\\
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There were no adopted t e x t books In those days . I t wf8

a great assortment s ince I come to think of i t . But

course writing- and f igures are the same always,

i s no change i n thess subjects except i n the method oi

teaching* $ e i l , when i t was t ine to co l l ec t for rcy wo^k,

the s e t t l e r s had no money and I had taught four months.

I reofeived one p ig , s ix chickens, soi.ie bpef fror.i one

family and a quarter froiu another , a.»dr a l l the cash I \
/ \

ever received froo. that school was 12.00. \

I also taught the first school ever taught at Green \

Valley, I t was not for the fl^ouey we worked in those days

but froni the joy of doing eaue thiag for our fellow oian.

I have seen somo of those boys and gir ls grow to manhood

and woxanhood sod realise that if i t bA& uot been for ray

efforts they would perhaps not have been able to reed or

write* I do not begrudge the tin^e aoi effort, Many of

then have proved to be a friend in time of need.

Indians*

* When we lived down southeast of here, in the early

days in the early spring there would be great caravans of

Indians ftfom the Cherokee Nation who would pass by our

house on their way to Colorado to spend the summer* For
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days they would straggle along, erery one on horseback,

one Vfcwo and three in a group, SomBtinBB they would

stop\at the house and trade or beg some coffee, flour,

or sugar. We never thought of being afraid of them*

In, the f a l l they would come straggling baok, passing

along in a s t r ing as they had in the spring, on their

fray book \to the Cherokee Nail n to spend the winter*
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