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-

/! Interview with G. P. Endicott /
Hewkirk, Oklahoma

i 1)

I was dorn on June 9th, 1862, in Illinois, and was
seven years of age when my father moved to Kansas, settling
near the presnt site of Arkansas Oity, in 1869 _

When my father settled on Walnut River about four
.éilea from the Indian Territory line in 1869, there wers
" but fow ssttlers in the country. The Osage Indisns had
been located temporarily on a six mile strip of land along
the south line of Kansas. They ocogpiod but a small domain
on this strip of land and were walting for the. Government
to 1oc;te them permanently on some reservation in the
Indian Territory or give them e pormanant‘location on this
six mile strip.

My father and a few others of the early ssttlers cut
logs and built houses on their lands which was also inoluded
.1nAth1| aix mile strip of land and near the colony of Osgges
who at that time were living on the aite now oocupi;d by
Arkansas City. ,

she :
In the early part of /Wintar of 1869 my father and
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ﬁhroo other mén set out in a wagon to go on a !?urtalo ‘hnnt
.Iabogxt‘eo miles southwest. They traveled until they x;oachod
N the buffalo country, when they suddenly discoversd a h;rd in
/ the distance and all were lying down. The men stopped their
/ 'con' and discussed the matter of waiting ¢ill nerlg morning
to attempt their kill, or to go that evening. Tboy‘ decided

* 40 k117 what they could that evening and the result was

65

three buffalo. which they dressed and put away in the wagon. '

. In a day or 4wo after their hunt, they Qtarted back homo;
"at which time 1; was turning very cold and they faced the
00ld wind and snow all that 4ay. During the t;ight it ;snowod
about eight inches and the temperature was around zero.
They stoppsd their wagon at the head of a canyon where they
" out a'small dead tree and took part of the side b“t;ards 30
the wagon to make a fire, and they got through the night
with much cold and discomfort. Kext morning they set out
again with tha sold mcr.ﬁing anli they roiachod. home about
ten o"c’lock at night, itopying at our house where my mother
preparsd their suppers from buffalo meat. The men discov-
ored that some of lm had frozen limbs, hands and ears.

Mr. Jim Huey, who later became a banker at Arkansas Oity,
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had both feet frozen which had to be taken off. Some of the
others lo-t e hand or a foot. w

About this time the Osage Indim became very hostno
toﬁtd the whits settlers, olaiming that tho sottlorl wore
uaing_tlnhor and killing off games that they had no right to
do. A Captain Norton and his brq,th';ar, l;nown as Profesaor N
Norton, were well acquainted with the Osages and could
speak their language some, and they provailed upon the Osages
to remsin quiet until Spring, and the Government would pay
them for thoi:r land. they had left or make soms satisfactory
settlement with them. This satisfied them for a while.’
One day the Nortons left that part and none kx;ow ‘-here they
had gome, and for scme reason the Indiens beceme hgétilo again
end told the white settlers hey had better all leave {mmedi-
ately. The sottlers became alarmed at this sudden outburst
of the Osages and since the Hortons were gone my fathen "s
chosen as spokesman to offer something that wlr'ou.l:a pacify the
indians. The Indians w'anéad to know whar'o the Nortons had
gone: My father 4id not kn‘ov but m'?rde} to avoid a threat-
ened massacre of the 'éi'tos he told tﬁo interpreter for the
Indians that the Nortons had gone ﬁ'o Washington to get some

money for them. This quieted them for a few days. .

;
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Thea the Nortons returned with a load of merchandise from
Emporia where they had been gone for soveral days, and they
unloaded their goods in a log house and set up a store in
the community. The Osage Chief got very angry because
matters had been ’niartoprountod to him and he and several

of his warriors came down upon my father and some others to
sleughter them. Father pled. with the Chief to go with him
to see othe Nortons and the Chief finally agreed to go; Pather
told the Nortons what he)had %014 the Chief during their adb-
sence to Bmporie. Tho§ all gathered in a big tent belonging
to the Chief and Neld a comultation. The Indians told the
Whites that they had been 11ed to a&Q mistyseted in verious
ways, doprhod of their hunting grounito and were not deing
given & reservation or paid money that‘iu due them. Tl}c
Nortons then told the Indians that the %nvnrnmant had a
reservation for them in the Indien ‘hrriéery. and that they
had not been mistreated and if they would \\Pe quiet until
Spring, they would be paid for their landa .\\ .rinally. the
Chief sent for his big pips and filled it with tobacco and
offered to smoke the pipe of peacé with my r;ynor at whom
he had been very bitter. The result of this }&?lt Eeting at
which the Nortons sav-d‘tho others rrom.bofng>§,.iaqrod
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setmnd to paoity the 014 Chief, Hard Rops, and hia warriors
and no further threats were mads on the whitea of tho conmun-
ity. The Osages were moved to their present reservation in
1871.. . , ’!
-1 made the Rﬁn at the Opening of the Cherokee Strip
and filed upon a quarter section, one half mile north and
one mile west of Newkirk. This land h&d besn staked or
claimed by a claimant who made the Run from Chilocco and I
thouéht he ocould not hold the claim because Chilocco was
situatdd in the Cherckes Strip and that msn had no legal
right ﬁo make the Run from that place. This contest beceme
the ggcia for several similar contests and Qae carried to
the-éqbrame Oourt where Hoke Smith's decision that people;
had a viéht to run from Chilococo, reaulted‘in my losing the
oiaim.
. I came to Newkirk in the early days and built the

Endicott Hotel and for the past twenty~seven years 1 have

run the hotel myself. <



