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EVaNS, ALLIE J. INTERVIEW 4024

Field Worker's name smelia F. Harris,

This repcrt made on (date) May 11, 1937

-

— e

1. Name _allie J. Evans,

2. Pyt nffice Address Oklashoma City, Oklahoma.

3. Residence addrercs (2 lycation) 601 West 8th “treet,.

4.  DATZ oF Ty Cue July Day vear 1879

Se Place ~¥ virth __-issouri

6. ame of Fatler Benton G. disemen  Place of birt: Missouri

Other informati atoat fatanr Dead (White)

7. Name ~f * tlemdlvira tisemun . Pizne of birth -Missouri

—— vy s e et wiap v
.

Other informatinn abou! w.ther IEnglish

&
»

Totes or complet~ narritive by +he field worker dealing witl. the
life and story of tl.e nercon interviewed. Refer t¢ lianual for
suggested cubiects und gudsticns. S .ntinue on blank slieeks if
necessary und attach firmiy bto ithis furm.  Number of sneets
attached 8 . .
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| pmelia F. Harris,
- /Field vorker,
c/ May 11, 1937.

An Interview with &£llie J. Evans,
601 West 8th Street,
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.

Our family came from i.issouri overland in a covered
wagon. we brought two teams, two hogs, one milk cow and
‘& dozen hens. Ve stopped at Martha: alsmall town nine
miles north of altus. (Altus was in Texas then.) Texas
was open for homestecding, too, snd the next day we

sterted out to frind some open land. R

ve didn't have to go far until we came to & nice
“section of land on Bitter Creek; Here we stopped, put
up our tent and Father and my oldest brother plowed a

) I

furrough around our claim. They then stuck up a_ bodrd

&

with our neme on it. N

) S e b T
Strange as it may seem, Bitter Creek was a dividing

line for good and bad water. »ll wells dug esst of
sitter Creek were gyp,water,’hard and terrible to drink;
thoge wells dug west of the creek were allright to drink
from end good soft water.

when we landed at haétha we had $150.00 in moﬁey.

there were seven in our family and our stock to feed.



EVaNS, «LLIE J. INTERVIEN 4024

- Father imsedietely dug e big Lnlf cave or dugout,
) 6‘ N - .
high enough sbove the ground for one “sesh winlow,. Ve

lived her¢ for one yesr, or until Fether coulcd nmeke e

/

Crop.

-

The first year we broke out fifity acres of ground
and planted wheat, cotton, corn and feed stuff., .e had
fine crops afi/{Le best garden we ever raised. There

was plenty of finé -Tass for hay, but our first two years
r~ f '
! were very Hard.

ny
b3

Often‘we'wbuld get out of coffee end lother would

<

verch wheat «nd zrind it in the coffeefnill and meke our
. !
coffee out of it. ohe would boil the wheet for about
o~ " .
.ree u0¢f5 then the next morping she -would heat it and

s%gye 1t’with m;Lk This wes our breakfust food ,

!
e never 180k4d for meat, as there were plenty of

-
vreirie chickens, uall squirrels; rabbits, &nd antelopE.

Lat .er would clean tie antelope u%d heang it on & high post
With a Tope and pulley, and“wheizwe wanted @ piece of meet,

we would lower i3 and cut o:f what vas reeded, then hoist
i | i
! ; - .
it up egein. ‘ie/ did this to kj%p it out of the reach of
/ R
- . N , .
vermints, j /
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e heuled our farm‘prodﬁcts tc Vernan, Texss,
about fuorty-five miles from our ferm, end wgth oxen
téam; olg "Dic#iénc Bundy." Our cotton sold for 5S¢
per pguﬂd, oats at 11 ¢'per bushel, and we traded
most of our wheat for flour enough to last us a year.
- canned-aﬁd,dried everything that we could from our
verden .

| There‘was very little fruit; wild grapes, plums,
black and dewbérries were plertiful. we children had .
to gather tpgse.and ~other canned, rreserved and made
- jelly out Sf(them, Mothef,worked hard, tryifig to have
& variety. of focd to feed seven hungry pepple. e
raised piq-melonsjoﬁt o which we ;ade ples, tasting
very muech like épple pies. we would put these pie-
nelons end pumpkins.in the hayloft cznd cover with ha&
to keep them from freezing. we tied bis tunches of
cured oniens 1o the bari refters. we always hid three
cr four kegs of kraut, too,. |

Our first schoolhouse was a half dugout .hich a

Germen built on his claim as e home for his family, but
PR

28
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from some cause his family did not come until that fall.
We had three months sum.er school. Our benches were
made of cottonwood loés with the %aEK peeled off and
logs hewed flat on top. e held‘ou; books and slates

in our laps. s

Miss Martha Medlin was our first teacher. ohe had -
a8 tacle made of cottonwood for a desk. There were about
twelve or fourteen children and our perents peaid ¢1.00 :
per month fér eech child. Lverybody léved Miss Martha
and named the little town "Martha" for her.” This school
wes three miles from our farm.

Mother was so afraid we would get lost on the way
h me that Father plou;hed a furrough from our house to
the schdolhouse and cautioned us not o move out of that
furrough. - .

It was open range and ofté; wild cattle would drift
over our way. Fether was alﬁays weatching and when ;hey
came over, he wouid come after us in the wagon, a&s these
cattle would gore you to deatk.

. ext yea} Father guve the ground for s schoolhouse

end they built & box schoolhouse’ first. e used this for
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two years, unti} it was burned up in a big'prairie fife.
Then the farmers were “in very good finencial circumstances
and ‘they built & brick house.

Our community wes very religious a:d our social activ-
ities were on that order - Sunday’school, churches, pruyer
meeting, singing schools, sund protracted meetings, both
r'ethodist and Baptist.

The Circuit Rider ﬁreachérs held tleir meetings at
the schoolhouse or neighbor's house and they baptized in
Bitter Creek. . I was beptized there.

I remember of two or three times in the lete summer,
and during these protracted meetings, we ned preirie fires.
The gress w.s hiéh end dry, too, and the flames would leab
ten to twelve feet high. The meetings .ould break up end .
some of the farmers would stert "back fires". They would
hzul barrels-of weter and with wet tow sscks would start
beating out the fire while others would plough up furroughs
around the hay stackg and buildings. Yighting fire was a
problem and you had to work fast, too.

Qur first post office was in the helf dugout home of
’the liedlins' and liss kartha was our postmistress.This was

c
N N

/
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on the mail poute bvetween Vernon, Texes, und Langum, via
Frazier, a distance of seventy miles. The mail carrier
would try to make this tfip in -one’'day, sterting at four
o'clock in the morning end just stopping in different
tovms for relay horses. My father kept a pair of ﬁorses
for the chenge, "Calamity snd Buckskin"., They were called
?ack horses, as he drove them to 8 covered hack. The mail
carrier kept tie horses he drove in a lope ail the time.

In 1894 we almost had & cloud-burst &nd Salt Fork
Cregk end‘Bitter Creek went on a rampage. They over-flowed
«nd washed the town of Frazier away. The town was then
rebuilt on a high spot and named Altus which meané "high
ahﬁ dry." - e
. ®

+e never reared the Indians much. Cnce when Father
went to take a load of vheet o Vernon, Texes, it always
took five or six deys for these tripé) apout two or three
nundred Comsnche Indiens were pessing throuéh and .hey
stopped at our house. T.ree of the leaders came in and

asked for something to est. lother gave them floﬁr, meal,

énd coffee. My brother was sick with & fever, and the

3

O



286

EVANS, ALLIE J. INTERVIEW -~ 4024

7.

medicine man came in, felt pf my brother's pulse and

f

said "paleface much sick b?t po die." They left then -

f
and never came any more, |

ahen the wichita Eal{s and Northwestern surveyed
for a ruilroad from wichpfa to rorgan, in No hian's Land,
the survey ran through our house, so Father moved our
house across on the east’side of Bitter Creek to the
good water and selectedfgood lumber end added to our
rouse, raking a nice ho&e.. fie still own the farm and
the house is in a good Ftate of preservation, now occu-
pied by my grendson.

» peculiar incident happened while my mothef vie s
living on the farm (affer Father's death). V%e were
tirst in Jackson County, Texas. Then the Red River made
¢ ¢nange in the boundury line &snd the Unitei States and
Texes Lecame involved in & lawsuit over boundaries.
ohile this wes in litigetion, Nother seid she wi.s not
under the jurisdiction of any power. she lived in two

states aud one territory; Texas, Oklatoma, end Indian

serritory. .he lived in two counties, Greer and Jackson,
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and hed two county seats, lkangum in Greer Codnty, and
Altus in Jackson County., She moved with Jackson County,

out of Texas into Cklanoma but didn't move &n inch.

."'*'\‘



