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Field Worker 's name ^melia F . Harr i s ,

This r e p o r t made on (da t e ) May 1 1 , 1957

1. Name All ie J . Evans%

S. P)8t nfftoe Acldresf Oklahoma City, Oklahoma• ,

3. Residence a-idr^ra ( ^ location) 601 vVest 8th ° treet , .

4. DATS 0? >T:<nH: ' :;ti July Day Year 1879

5. Place -f I'irth ..daaourl . . ri

6. 'rame of Fat) .er Benton G. tVi^eman P laco of blrf : ; h'

Other inforaiatiii uto-it fathor £>ead (fthite)

7» Name <->f f .theiElvira Wiseman • Place of birth -.Missouri

Other information about, rr.jthor English

Totes or complete n^rr ttivc by -tlie field worker doalin^ with the
life and story of tl.e perron interviewed. Refer tc !;.anual for
suggested cubjeots and qu^Pticns. 0 ntinue on blank sheets if
necessary and attach flrnjly t,o t,his f^rm. Number of sneets
attached 8
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Amelia F . H a r r i s ,
•'/Field Worker,
/ t o y 11 , 1937.

An Interview wi th A l l i e J . Evans,
601 West 8th S t r e e t ,

Oklahoma Ci ty , Oklahoma.

Our family came from Ldssouri overland in a covered

wagon. We brought two teams, two hogs, one milk cow and

a dozen hens . We stopped a t Martha, a, small town nine

miles north of ^ l t u s . (Altus was i n Texas then . ) Texas

was open for homesteading, t oo , end the next day we

started out to find some open land.

we didn ' t have to go far un t i l we came to a nice

' se'ction of land 'on Bitter Creek. Here we stopped, put

up our tent and. Father and my oldest brother plowed a

furrough around our claim. They then stuck up aboard
it '

with our name on i t .

Strange as i t may seem, B i t t e r Creek was a d i v i d i n g

l ine for good and bad wa te r . *11 we l l s dug eas t of

f i t t e r Creek were gyp. water , hard and t e r r i b l e to dr ink ;

thos^e wel ls dug west of the creek were a l l i r igh t to d r ink

from b.ud good soft wa te r .

rihen we landed a t Lar tha we had #150.00 in money.

There were seven in our family and our stock to feed .
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Fa ther iiaaecLia te ly uu& R bit; iir.lf cave or dugout,

high enough above the ground for one 'sash window. Yt'e

l ived here for one y e a r , or u n t i l Father could iLtke a

crop.

The f i r s t year we broke out fif»ty a c r e s of ground

and planted whea.t, co t ton , corn and feed s t u f f . .">e had

fine crops and if he bes t garden we ever raised."" There

was plenty pf f ine r a s s for hay, but our f i r s t two years

/ were very Hard.

yv Often we'would get out of coffee and Mother would

parch wheat t.i;d gr ind i t in the coffeefciill and make our
i

coffee out of i t . 6he would boil the wheat for about

' .ocee no^rs, then the nex t̂ morning she-would heat i t and

se^ve i t 'wi th rail^c. This was our breakfast food.

/ / / '

i'/e,never lacked for meat, as there were plenty of

pr&irie chickens, ouail , squirrels / rabbi ts , and antelope.

Father woujld clean the antelope and hang i t on a high post

with a rope and pulley," sndVneniwe wanted a piece of meat,

we would lower i t and cut o:f wh/at was r.eeded, then hoist

4t up,again. '..e| did th is to kepp i t out of the reach of

vtrmints. ,
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We hauled our farm products to Vernan, Texas,

about -forty-five miles from our farm, and w^tb, oxen

teamj old "Dick and Bandy," Our cotton sold for 5#
0 f

per pound, oats at 11 <f per bushel, and we traded

most of our wheat for flour enough to las t us a year.

..e canned and, dried everything that we could from our

garden. , "

There was very l i t t l e . f r u i t ; wild grapes, plums,

black ^nd dewberries were p len t i fu l . We children had .

to ^ t h e r th.ese.and ..mother canned, preserved and made

jelly out of them, ibther .worked hard, trying to have

z variety, of food to feed seven hungry people, i.'e

raised pie-melons out of which we :sde pies , tas,ting

very much l ike apple pies . i<e v/ould put these pie-

rielons and pumpkins in the hayloft end cover with hay

to keep them from freezing. >«e tied bit: bunches of

cured onions 10 the barn . ra f te rs . «ie always tu.d three

cr four kegs of kraut, too.

Our f i r s t schoolhouse was a half dugout ..hich a

German buil t on his claim as a home for his family, but
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from some cause h i s family did not come u n t i l t h a t f a l l .

We had th ree months simmer schoo l . Our benches were

made of cottonwood logs wi th the btrk* peeled off and

logs hewed f l a t on t o p . Vie held our books and s l a t e s

in our l a p s . ^

Miss Martha Medlin was our f i r s t t e a c h e r , d>he had •

a t e u l e made of cottonwood for a desk . There were about

twelve or fourteen children and our parents paid vl.00

per month for each child. JLverybody loved Miss Martha

and named the . l i t t l e town "Martha" for her." This school

was three miles from our farm.

Mother was so afraid we would get los t on the way

h me that Father ploughed a furrough from our house to

the schoolhouse and cautioned us not -o move out of that

furrough.

I t was open range and often wild ca t t l e would dr i f t

over our way. father was always v/atching and when they

came over, he would come after us in the wagon, as these

catt le would gore you to death.

! ext year Father gave the ground for a schoolhoilse

and they bui l t a box schoolhouse' f i r s t . .Ye used th is for
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tv/o years, until it was burned up in a bi^ prairie fire.

Then the farmers were "In very good financial circumstances

and "they built a brick house.

Our community was very religious aid our social activ-

ities were on that order - Sunday school, churches, pr&yer

meeting, singing schools, and protracted meetings, both

Methodist and Baptist.

The Circuit Rider preachers held tbeir meetings at

the schoolhouse or neighbor's house and they baptized in

Bitter Creek. , I was baptized there.

I remember of two or three times in the late summer,

and during these protracted meetings, we hed prairie fires.

The grass. v.\ s high and dry, too, and the flames would leap

ten to twelve feet high. The meetings ..ould break up and _,

some of the farmers would start "back fires". They would

haul barrels-of water and with wet tow seeks would start

beating out the fire while others would plough up furroughs

around the hay stacks and buildings. Fighting fire was a

problem and you had to work fast, too.

Our first post office was in the half dugout home of

the Lledlins* and I.Iiss Lartha was our postmistress.This was
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on the mail r,oute between Vernon, Texas, and Langum, via

Crazier, a distance of seventy miles. The mail carr ier

y/ould try to make this t r ip in-one'day, s tar t ing a t four

o'clock in the morning and just stopping in different

to.ms for relay horses. My father kept a pair of horses

for the change, "Calamity and Buckskin"• They were called

hack horses, as he drove tnem to a covered hack. The mail

carrier kept the horses he drove in a lope a l l the time.

In 1894 we almost had a cloud-burst and oalt Fork

Creek end Bitter Creek went on a rampage. They over-flowed

tnd washed the town of Frazier av?ay. The town was then

rebuilt on a high spot and named Altus which means "high

and dry." • —

•<e never feared the Indians much. Once when Father

-.vent to take a load of wheat to Vernon, Texas, i>t always

took five or six days for these t r ips \ aoout two or three

hundred Comanche Indians were passing through and .hey

stopped at our house. T..ree of the leaders came in and

asked for something to ea t . IJother gave them flour, meel,

and coffee. Ivty brother was sick with a fever, and the
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medicine man came i n , f e l t of my b r o t h e r ' s pulse and

said "paleface much s ick b\it no d i e . " They l e f t then
/

and never came any more. <

iVhen the wichita F a l l s and Northwestern surveyed

for a r a i l r o a d from wichita t o r organ, in No klan's Land,

the survey ran through our house, so Father moved our

house across on the eas t s ide of B i t t e r Creek to the

good water and selected 'good lumber and added to our
i

house, making a nice home, tie s t i l l own the farm and

the house is in a good jstate of preservation, now occu-

pied by my grandson.

«. peculiar incident happened while my mother v;as

living on the farm (after Father 's death) . V,e were

f i r s t in Jackson County, Texas. Then the Red River made

& cnange iu the boundary l ine hnd the Unite-.! States and

Texas became involved in a lawsuit over boundaries,

'rthile this wts in l i t i g a t i o n , Mother said she w;.s not

under the jurisdiction of any power, ohe lived in two

states and one t e r r i to ry ; Texas, Oklahoma, and Indian

^he lived in two counties, Greer and Jackson,
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and had two county seats , kangum in Greer County, and

Altus in Jackson County. She moved with Jackson County,

out of Texas into Oklahoma but didn ' t move an inch.


