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Field Worker's namc _Johnson He Hampton,

Tis }eport made on (date) April 26¢h, 193 8 -

T o
Le /Na:ne __g_)',_: We M, ma.i A Pioneer White ’wi

o 208t 0ftice Address Antlers, Oklahouma,

/ 3. Residcnce address (or location)

4. DATE OF BIRTH: Nonth __ July Day 31 Year 1868

5, Place of birth Arkensas

]

L3

6,‘ Name of Father Iy Place of birth Arkanses
o :

Other information about father

7. Nams of Mother ) Place of birth Arkansas

Other information about mother

Notes or complcute narrative by the ield worker dealing with the life and
story of the .erson interviewed., Rofir_to Manual for suz.:csted subjects
and questions, Continue on blank shects if ncccssary and attach firmly to
tpis forme Number of shcels attsched b .
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Johnson,H, Hempton,
Investigator,
April 25th, 1938,

An Interview with Mr. W. M., Bass, 4 Pionéer,
Autlers, Uklahomae

I was born July 3lst, 1882, in Arkensas, came to the
Indien ‘l‘ez;ritory, in 1898, and located neer Mariette in the
Chickasaw lation. I was aboﬁt sixteen years old whqn 1
caeme to the Indiaﬁ Territory. Father and Mother camé over
in a covered wagon from Arkensas, Fether wanted to sse
the neu‘cdtmtry énd to see if he could meke any money and
make g living for his family. When we got located we lived
in a box houée built out of cottonwood lumber; we had no
furniture only what we ‘Imd‘ in our wagon sc when we renie@
the farm we had to get some more fumiture but not enough
tor‘ housekeeping for we did not know whether we were going
to stay tiwre for any length of time. Ve went to ferming

_on some land tha t *I}e rented fyom an Iniian, we raised lots
of corn and cotton - and we had our cotton ginned at this
"1ittlc town wmhich mas ‘nothling more then s village then.
Cotton was very cheép at thet time, bul we s01d it anywsy,
and made some monéy ont of the cotton even a£ its low price

for it did not take much ‘work to mmke the crope The ecrn

™ / !
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we fed to our hoge and killed the hogs for winter use,
and sold same of them a8 the corn was 110t worth enything

at that time, for evbry farmes in the country mede lots of
corn,and they used to pile the( ocrn in windrows out in the
field 86 we could not seil any corn,but we did very well
with it by feeding it to the hogs. Whem we first settled
in this country it was open with very few'farma cultivated
erd there were lots of cattle there owned by intermarried
white people and some Indians who shipped some cattle frorfn‘
Mayietia the litile s o bat most of the cedtle were
ghipped from 4Apdmore which was the shipping point in that
country; Ardmore was at that tinme a smsll railrosd st;ation.

Not many white people lived in that part of the coun~

try at that time,but when they began to come in and commenced

bresking the lard,snd putting it in w}.tgvation’and fencing
up the land, we left Mariette ard came to Oakland on.the
brench line of the Friaco near Madill. We lived there for
about one ysar and Father ran a hote;l thers , it was in |
Mershall County in 1899 end we then moved from there to
fleleotka and whan we got to this little vnlago. [ roupd

the town in tents, there were no houses there tren; they had

B
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Just laid the tovna,(te out ut had not built
/s <

i *
& -
o

eny houses yet, Tﬁe post office was in a tent and eo;ne
of the men had thoir stores in temts but 1% didn't take
. long to build hou’zea and they built a town and it turned
out -to be a pret/ty good sized tom 4fter alle I married
in this town in 1904 snd worked sround there unﬁl nw wite
. died in 1908, I then moved to Booneville, Arkgnsas? ghe_re

I lived with my uncle for about one year; there I mm'éd
the second time, 1 then left Arkanses and went to Salliaaw
in Seqnoyah County in the Cherokee Nationwhm'a I mmed

" until 1920, 1 then moved to Meeker in Lihcoln Coxmty and ‘
Ilived there for abodt one yeer, I than mmreé n'om 'dxoi-e
to a place in Pushma taha County near Antleru. I 1ived out
in the. country and Iarmd twe tmtil 1925 and I than lmved

'Rl

to van'ika, in Jerferson Comty whsra I nved foz; a while
W@ T
, and rarmed ‘and 1 then moved from there hack to Pushnataha )

C(mnty,

A
-

- I vaa a Deputfr Sheriff under an Indian Sheritf in "

J‘efrerson Connty, and I was .a Doputy Sherifr in Soqnoyah
‘ Oounty \mﬂar another Imuan Sherirr and was nnder ano ther

/
Indian Sheriff as Deput:y Sheriff: Ma nam ‘-aa 3& lmllcerr, '
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I bhave beén an officer in tmn‘ country for the last fifteen

years and was a Prohibitiori officer for a long time and

in all my career as al orﬁeer I never had any trouble with

the Ipdten pec:ple. 1t I nappaned to get @ werrant for one

of the Indians all I had to do wes to send him word that I

n had a warrant for him and ha would come in and mrke his bond

and go beck h:)me. e dﬁd not have to go after Indians at

arw time ‘ I IBVB lived among the Irdiens es8 a private

_nitizen and they always treated me with 8ll the respect

-.that a man could wish, I nsver did have cny trouble with

' any of th‘an end I have raiged my children and they have

 attonded schiool with the Indisr children)thoy never did

bave any trouble with them, 2nd they are honest and law -

" abiding 1 nd ere good people ard they ere ny friends. There

are very few Irdians who won’t take t drink By whiakew.

\

When they get under the influence of the"ﬁ.re water” they

fight among themselves but do not bother anyone else end &s

"1ong, as\- was a Prohibition officer I never éid crtch'a foll

Jxlood Ixﬁian making whiakey or running & still, I ‘have

ceught some Lalf-breeds making n; but not many of them. The

" Indfens \jusu‘t don't get irto ¢rouble like the white people

e
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and they are nesrly all law-abiding citize i8¢ °

i

I have attendod some Indien camp

officer, that is, to see thet no ons co g5 to the church

tingsl a8 a Peace '

" drunk; the Inﬂiaxgs did not do’ that ‘very mach bnt the white ~

boys vpuld go to the chu;cl; drunk and raise a disﬁurbgnce '

* &t $he church, "I heve often beén celled to atlerd’ the . -
church and keer order. 'I never di: ettend my of t,heir

cries although nave ma*u of them uvnd I W¥e aav

!’!
3

an. Indian ball geme which I have heard they play with 'sticks.

I'am living ebout six miles southet st of Antl_ers’.‘ ) ‘ ,'~ ,

é



