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/ CATTLE RUSTLERS .

In the x80 fs and 90 ' s we experienced a g r e a t dea l of

trouble with battle rustlers in this part of the country,

and at that time i t seaaed the law was unable to cope with
i

ttie situation and the rustlers gave the set t lers much

trouble. j

I remember one case when some rust lers had stolen a

carload of^cattle and were intending to load them at Oktaha

and "skip tnem to Kansas City. They had the cattle hidden

away from the road in a corier where a fence joined the

railroad1 fence, waiting for the arrival of the car they had

ordered ana from some unknown cause the car was delayed and

while the

unattended

the brand

jar was being looked for , and the catt le left

,they grazed -away from their hiding place and

came in view of a farm house, and the farmer living there

noticed that- the cattle had been driven very hard, noticed

and did not .recognize ft, so\ he started out to



380

EVANS, W. A. FOURTH INTERVIEW 5046

not i fy someone in thie community of the strange c a t t l e . I

happened to be the / f i r s t man he met and he informed me of

"the s i tuat ion and/we returned to the catt le and as soon as

I saw the brand/"JD" I recognized i t as the brand of Joe

Davidson who Aived five miles west of Musk ogee.

\ 4 We immediately dispatched a runner to' inform Davidson
T t

<\of the matter. He got one of his neighbors and rus hed over

to ¥fo.ere jfre were. We soon laid our plans to catch whoever

came toyget the c a t t l e . We scattered out along in the edge
V / • * '

of the/brush so we could watch across the pra i r ie , and "very
\ /

soon/we saw a man riding towards the herd and as soon as he
A

started to rounding up the cat t le to drive them away we a l l

M 7-
ahed out/ of the woods and was upon him before he noticed

/s, arid Joe Davidson, the man who ovmed the ca t t l e , yelled\
\'at himi/to throw up his hands and called the mdta by name, as

he kn*fw\ him, but instead of c amply ing with Joe^s .command,

he went for his gun;. Joe beat him to the gun plsay and at

"̂  crack of Joe 's gun the fellow tumbled off his horse

jad. Itiwas a clean case o;£ self-defense for the r u s t l e r ' s

• /action juat forced Joe to k i l l him.
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Davidson and the man /Whom lie ' k i l l ed , both beixg

Creek c i t i z e n s , the case/was trifed in the Creek court
/ , \

at Lee, which was. an, old frame building Si tuated on the

\ old road between Muaktoge'e and Qkmurgee about where ,

, Baynton now stands, and i t served as a poBt off ice , stage

\ stand, s t o r e and courtho\use.

Joe Davidson,/with his witnesses including myself,

appeared at Lee £6r t r i a l , \ a n d , of course, f r i a i d s of

the dead c a t t l e - r u s t l e r appeared as witnesses for the

prosecution, but as the defense had the only eye witnesses

on h i s side and we t e s t i f i e d t o the fac t as i t was, a case

of j u s t i f i a b l e self-defense, Joe Davidson was acqui t ted ,

but that didn't settle the matter altogether, for this

gang of rustlers hadfoade the threat that they wouM get

Joe Davidson and every man who testified for him and,of

course,we al l went there to the t r i a l well prepared for

the reception. 7v'e were not afraid of them doing anything

in,the open, but expected to be shot from ambush at any '
/ | .

time. /I had often tried to imagine just how;an outlaw,
/

or any/ other man felt when he knew he was being hunted

and expected to be killed at any time without the slightest
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warning, and then I was able to rea l ize tiiat feeling, a

'nerve grinding endless suspense, expecting something

from the most unexpected spurce at no particular time.

Your greatest surprise is when i t doesn't happen and

at the sane time you are praying to God i t wil l not.

Nothing happened a t Lee on the day of Davidson's (

t r i a l , but the members of the gang that had made the '

threats against us had departed from Lee immediately J

after the t r ia l and naturally we were suspicious of« *

the i r moves. On my way home that evening af ter I had

turned off on my o?<n way and separated from the res t

of my gang.,I was by myself the res t of the way hone,

and just af ter sundown, in the dusk of the evening7l

was riding through Wolf Gap, looking for something to

happen anyway, and I saw a man get t ing on his horse ,off ,
v.

the right side of the road. He rode out into the road

and cane meeting me. I slipped my sixshooter free and

in handy posit ion an<l cocked i t , expecting to see the

flash of his gun any second as he came towards me, but

for 3Qne reason I hesitated and thought I 'd give him a

chance* and if he didn ' t get me the f i r s t shot, I would t
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never give him a chance for his second shot. I d idn ' t

mint to l e t him get top close to me, so I calited out

."hello" to him and in Response, "Hello Jaken/ came in a
• - ' / '

voice I recognized as a friend who lived .at my house., I
/

was so shocked I aat there on my horse and looked at him
/

speechless thinking how near I had come to k i l l i ng him.

He had just stopped there a t the spring to get him

a drink and was gett ing on his hearse when he saw me ride

i n t o t h e Gap and recognized my hprse and thought I knew
/ > '

him and never gave a thought of anything wrong. I don' t7
know which of us was the meat nervous, but he sa id , "Jalce,
I want you to know that aft^r th is when I an out after

/
dark I will always be .vhis/tling so you wil l know who I

7 • ' .
am? Always af ter that ^hen that boy was out after dark

he was continually whis/tling, and as time went on the

louder and be t te r he could whistle, and I know the l a s t

time I saw him he was the beat whistler in the Indian Ter---
/ •$

ritory.
/


