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Msurice R. Anderson, /
Interviewer., /
December 31, 1937. N
/
y Interviefx/wlth John %. Beard.
da, Oklahoma.

/

/

Jdﬁn W. Beard, pioneer, 4da citizen egd '89eg’was
worn in Sweet Springs, Missouri, May 1, 1868. He moved
with his parents,ﬂ;. and Mrs. A. B. Beard)end femily in
1369 to Fredonia, #ilson Céunty, Kansas,where he resided,

attending public schools in that county until 1889, when

- <

upon the opening of Oklehoma Territory to settlement, he

mede the race into the town of Guthrie on April 22. Three

or four daye later, he moved to Oklahoma City, where he

later engaged in various public enterprises with his

brother, H, G. Beard. -
On_September 22, 1891, he todk a claim upon the pres-

ent town site of Shawnee, where he resided until April,

1900, at which time he moved to the site of the present

town of Ada, where he eﬁgaged in the reral estate business

for & number of years, On October 21, B 20, he was united

in marriage to Miss Leone Bailey of Shawnee, &nd immediately

moved to Ada where they have meintained their residence ever since:
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Mr. Beard has been closely identified with the
progress of Ada during the past thirty-seven yeers. In
1893, he volunteered as a-soldier in the Spanish-American
#ar and was honorebly discherged from the service. He

was the first Noble Grand of the I1.0.0.F. Lodge in Ada,

/

elected on November 31,_1901. %He is a member of the First
Methodist Church in Ade and has af%iliated throughout his-‘
life with the Pepublican party, heving been a deleghte to
the Republican National'  Convention in Chicago, in June,
1932. In time he wes m member of the County Election
Board of Pontotoc County and et the prepent time, is engaged
in the.Real Estete business in Ada, &nd predictis a r;sy
futuré for this city es hes -bheen his practice and belief for
the past thirty-seven yeers. He lived for thirty-one years
on the site now occupied bty the Post Office end Federal
Building in Ada. He sold the land where the Fedefel Building
‘now stands to the Upited States in 1931,

Mr. Beard has served his city faitbfully upon many
occasions as delegate or representative in metters that had

tO«db'with‘acquiring industries end institutions for this city.
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legislature ang also at the first special session of [the

/
State Legislature. /
Personal ﬁeferences for John W. Beard.
Introductory vage of History of Pontotoc County, Oklahoma
elso pages 64, 67,65, 69, 70, 71, 72, 77, 98, 99, 100,

101, 102, end 151.




