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J. S. Clé;k, Supervisor, -
Indian Pioneer History S5-149
Muskogee, Oklahoma.
" Ethel B. Tackitt, Interviewer,
An interview with
Elias Elsworth Bay,
Lone W&rf, Oklahoma.

I was bo*n in Franklin County, Missouri, October 23,
.1877, and moved with my pqrents)Williaﬁ Bay and Plina Royd
Q ﬁax,and the family of my grandfather K Elias Boyd, mother's
father, from Missouri to a place near the present town of
Madill in Marshall County,in 1886. |

My father and grandfather leased land from Cliff
Lovesa Chickasaw Indian, who lived at Durant.

They cleared the land and built log houses. The
shinéles were bought at Oakland.where there were two
! Jumber mills at ﬁhat time. One mill was operated by Ed
Dillengeg and the other by.a2 man named Cornelison. The
floors wer; ﬁéwn puncheons and the—doors wers also hewn
out of logs with an adze.

There was noth{ng'of t e present town of &aéill
at that time; I remember that my grandfather killed a deer
where the ;treets of yadill are now.

! We farmed some and the produce which we did not

use st home was hauled by wagon to Denison, Texas,and sold
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for money or traded for things we needed.

There weres no worked roads, only a wagon track through
swamps and brusﬁ and we crossed Red River on a ferry.

¥We did not have to work much as any thing we planted
grew well and we could have all the turkey, déer meat or any
other kind of meat we wanted by going to t .e ﬁoods and:getting
it. Grapes and plums grew wild as well as wainuts, hickory
nuté and pecans. i

e kept a pack of hounds and much of our time was
spent in hunting panthers, wilacats, wolveg)déer and bear.
The hides of these animals were sold for money to men who
went through the country buying them for the market.

Every—body rode horse—back agd followed trails
through the woods.

There were numbers of wild horses in the country
and it was quite common for tame horses belonging to
settlers or to travelers through the 1country to get
away and run off withithese wild horses. It was almost
impossible to find a hgrse, once if go£ with these wild

horses so éeéple would set a time and some one would
locate the place where a band of these wild horses came
to zet water. There were =everal watering places on the

7ashita River but the one I especially remember was near
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‘ Tishoming&, now {n Johnson County. -

A éreat number of these horses were only little
Spanish ponies but the strain of many were mixed with the
strain of good horses which had run away and joined these
wild horses.

After a water hole was located and it was learned how
many horses were in the band, the men who were going to
catch these wild horses would cut posts, rails and brush
and bqild a trap . This trap was a pen with the openin;
towerd the river with wings out on ench side. This had
to be far enough back from ths water-hole so that the
horses would not be frightened by it and stay away.

vhen ﬁhe’horges came to water, the men on horse-

back would he ready to start them toward the open mouth
of this snare, thn the horses were inside the men
would Elose it scross the open side and each man would
try to capture a horse by roping. The‘tame horases would
usually stop and it would be emsy to handle them, but the
wild horses would fight as long aé the& were able.

Sometimes men would try to run these wild horses
down. Numbers of riders would follow these wild horses
and keep them on the move ﬁntil they were tired down

when & new rider would take the place of the one with
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a tired horse. The strayed tame horses'could be caught ‘
in this way for the; would stop traveliné when they grew
tired and would allow themsBelves to be caught, te w@ld
horses would run as loné as they could.

Y have lived in Oklahoma continuously since 1986,
and during the paét twéﬁty~three years have lived in Kiowa
County,

I have spent most of that time farming but it has
not been profitable to me for the pest few years.

I am now nearing my sixtieth year; fifty of them

have been spent in Oklahoma.



