Notice of Copyright

Published and unpublished materials may be protected by Copyright Law (Title 17, U.S.
Code). Any copies of published and unpublished materials provided by the Western
History Collections are for research, scholarship, and study purposes only.

Use of certain published materials and manuscripts is restricted by law, by reason of their
origin, or by donor agreement. For the protection of its holdings, the Western History
Collections also reserves the right to restrict the use of unprocessed materials, or books
and documents of exceptional value and fragility. Use of any material is subject to the
approval of the Curator.

Citing Resources from the Western History Collections

For citations in published or unpublished papers, this repository should be listed as the
Western History Collections, University of Oklahoma, Norman, Oklahoma.

An example of a proper citation:

Oklahoma Federation of Labor Collection, M452, Box 5, Folder 2. Western History
Collections, University of Oklahoma, Norman, Oklahoma.



1

RATMGARDNER, W, R. (MRS.) INTEAVIRW

& .

8405

77



Ficld Workcrts name Bunice M. Mayar

" INTERVIEW . ~
e Form A-(S-149) ~ 5
BAUMGARDNER, MRS. W. Reroonapiy FaRM , 84057~
WORKS FROGRESS ADMINISTRATION
Indian-Pioneer History Project for Oklahoma

This rcport made on (date) August 24 : 193 7
1. Nemo Mra, W, R. Baymzardner
2. Post Offico Address MSRZUR.

3. Residence address (or location)

4. DATE OF BIRTH: Month Mareh -~ Day _}3 _ Year _1877

5, DPlace of birth “axahaghie, Texas

6s Name of Father John R. Byers - | Place df birth North Carol j‘g. -
Other information about féther |

7. Name of Mother Jmanda Grissom | Place of birth Texas

Other information about mother

¥

Votes or complete narrative by the field workcer dealin~ 1i%» the life and
story of the ncrson interviewed, Roufer to Manual for sug-.-tecd subjeets
ind questions, Continue on blank shects if nccessary ond attach firmly to
this forme Number of shoets attached o
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BAUMGARDNER, MRS. W. R. IN (ERVIEW 8405

Interview with ¥rs. W. R. Baumgardner
Mangum, Oklahoma.
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Mrs. W. R. Baumgardner, of Mangum first saw this section
when she was eight years old. She made the tfip to Creerxr ’gx\
couﬁty with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. John R. Byers,in 1885.

The trip frém Cleburne, Texaa,wae made ia a_covered wagon.
Mr. Byers had traded fo; a herd of sixty five borses, which
h%brsught to the new country. After arriving here, the family
camped two months on the present site of the R. b. Hannah
residence on North Pe;neylvania avsnue.

The family made caxp for awhile on Turkey Creek, 8o
the stock could be favtenwed fo; the market. Horses became
thin on a lohg trip,the emigrants discovered.

The family then built a one roomed house nea; the site
of the %dison school building on North Oklashoma Avenue. ol
'reaching services were held in the house befure the occupants
moved in it was recalled. Lumber for the dwelling was freighted
from fiohita Fails, Texas.

Later, the fanily lived on the present site of the Baptist

church. Professor Nigh taught the first school in Mangum in
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a dugout south of the present Lovett building. ILgter

a one room school was built on the "“dison schgpl“é}ounds.

—

In 1897 Miss Byers was marrieq;je/Wf/ﬁ. Baumgardner,
also a ploneer citizen of this section. !r. Baumgardner
operated a stage coach line from ..angum to Boggy Texas,
waaTre another stage carried mail, express and passengers to
‘uannah, Teias.

¥r. éaumgarder brought the news_of the decision of the

Supreme Court of the Unlted .tates, awardiag Greer County (0

Oklahoma in 1898,

There wers no newspapers with wire or telegraph service

-,

in those days, and news was slys in traveling.

Although the Indians were sometimes raported as going
on the warpath most of the settlers maintained a f}iengly
attitude toward them. Visiting Kiowas swapped blankets ang

mocassins with the settlers.

The advent of a band of Indians into the conmunity»always

induced some settler to kill a beef.
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Mr. and Mre. Baumgarder are numberad among the
representative pioneers of o0ld Greer county. Byers

Avenue, extending from the o0il mill té Jest Lincoln streey)

~

was named after Mrs. Baumgarder's father John R. Byers.
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