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Qaorgia

, ' '' -

Place of b i r th 0*«*°*««"Nation
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W.J.B. Bigby
Interviewer
August 18, 1037.

Interview with Wyly Beavers
Watts, Oklahoma, Route l e

\ Wjrly Beavers, a three-eighths Cherokee^was bom

ih Golngsnake District, Cherokee Nation, in April 2,

1877. His parents were George Beavers and Rosanna Kel^y,

a Cherokee woman* Mrs. Kelly's folks came from Georgia

2as old settlera ,about 1829« The Beaver family consisted

of four children, namely: Joel, Wyly, Tom and Ellis
v

" ' \ • ' / ' - ' ' ' ' • • ' •' \Mcnmce^jialf-brothers.

(Karly life)

Host of M a early life was spent on a farin that

I I '
the fathejr. operated near the old New Hope Church on Tyners

Creekjln what ia now north Adalr bounty. The farm consist-

ed of about thirty acres. Joel Kelly^the grandfather of

Beavers^,olaimsdl the land when they moved on the place*

Corn was the prlpcipal crop at that time* The farms were

small* If a aanlhad a ten acre tract he was considered a

large fanner in this part of the country. There was no

machinery at that» time* Almost every farm implement that
was used was homsMBade* Ox teams were cotaoon*

\
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(School) '.'•*'"

New Hope was the earliest school in this part of

the Ctoingsnake Diet riot. It was located on the hill of

the present flew Hope Church now... Jim Holland and Lola

Still ware.the early day teachers at this place. Another
' • . ' • ' ?

school he attended was on 00-Nee-Skook,Prairie. This was

about four miles east of the present New Hope Church. A

man by the name of Thornton taught school at this place* '

» . . (Churdh)

The New Hope Baptist was the earliest church in this

part of what is now ẑ dair County* He does not know exactly

the date when this church was started, nor any old tinx?
• •

preachers of this church* . But he does remember, J»hat it was .

not any of the other churches. Thia was visited by white

preacher8 at that tiine, although many fuUbloods lived near-

by* The early day church workers at this place Were the
\ • . •

Jrowns and the. Bapers. A\C6raetery was also starred.

\ ., (01(1 Tiiaers)
\ ' ' ' - \ '

i The old timers or people who lived near trtfis old place

L J v- \

John, iiorriB and Jiramie IJrown, Tobe Parrie, Bi l l Winton

John J^elly. I think Kelly was one of the men; who helped

buiid.this old church* \
f
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. ' ' .*' (Trading eh£^Milling Points) . : %

Cincinnati, Arkansas, was the early day trading

point for the Chorokeea in this part of the Golngsnake

DistTiat. This early day merchants there were' Dr« Barnes,

, Bllljand Bob Bay. , , .

Mr. Oatesf was %He early time blacksmith at Cln»

olnnatl* He did more business than any man of his time*

\* This wea the nearest blacksmith to jthe bherokees who

lived in the northern part of the Goinganake District*

The merchants mentioned bought all kinds of produce* But

the poopie at that time did not have much to sell. Most
* ^ *

of the products, raised were consumed by the;JJamily» .
i • ' • • ' .

(Qattle and Cattlemen)
There were hundreds of cattle to be found in the

Cherokee Nation although everyone did not own in the hundreds*
. — ^ _ " . . * •

But they did own several heads to a family* They uemally had

some cattle, to sell every fall* An early day cattle dealer

was George Williams. He usually bought all the live-stock

In the Qolng8nake District, tdiat is the north part of it^ . lie

sold all of hi* « W & to* the Arkansas buyers*

The Court House was, located at that time on what is .

known as.leeohe^ter Croek about seven, miles west of Weetville,
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Oklahoma. Mr. Baavera did not attend court much at that

320

time. It waa an annual affair with many of the Oherokees.

Hanging* ware not held at. this place. They usually took

the prisoners to Tahlsquah.

The Toting precinct, was at' the Old Shiloh School

Bouae, about.a mile and a hair east of Westville. He

waa eighteen years old when/he first voted, but ho does

not remember who ran for ihief the first time he voted*

• * - • / . - * '

(Milita^ Post Sites)

Tha only military post site in the Goingsnake Dis-
J " •trlot was the old Fort Wayne Post, which .was located eaat.

of where Watts, 0Klahoma, is now. Fart of the town is on

tha sit* of I'ort Wayne, but Oklahoma Histories*.give tha

location of/this fort on the Spavinaw Hillr, Tha Spavinaw

J|ills are about thirty qr^forty milaa to tho north"*bf thia

plaoa, ^ ---.'.
•t ~* *

'" . (Post Office)

The first post office was Baptist, Indian Territory.

Th:.s was at the old Baptist Mission. Carrie Quails was

the first postmaster at this place. The next post office ,
• *

wan at Oil Springs, whloh is now Cherokee County, just

across.tha river about four miles from where Mr. Bearer

: ; •
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now lirejB. The Cherokee* did not 'correspond with, each

other, much. The only letters the Cherokee a wrote W e

to their old folks back in the old country. Their

earliest post office was Cincinnati;
* '. • ' - •

: (Newspapers)

. There were not any newspapers in.the Cherokee .

Nation. The Cherokee AdTooate was the only paper

printed for a long time. This was printed in both

English and*Cherokee languages. Some copies may be

found in some of the old timers* homes today.

~^-^ '. - . (Pioneer Towns) <

Weatrille waa the pioneer town in the Cherokee

Nation. This town started immediately after the surrey

was made to extend the Kansas City Southern lines south-

ward from Siloam, Arkansas. The depot was the fin

building at WestTille. Then a storeX building was erected

by the Alberty boys, Tuok and Sll. Tney also started a

lumber yard at this place. Bates Hotel\was the next

building to be built at Wastvilie. The iotel .is still

there, but^the Alberty lumber yard burned\down just a

.few years ago.
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(Reventiej , ;

The Cherokee Nation paid: her offloials with the

money collected from revenues on timber, permita and

the,intereat on money that waa given

(Allotment)

A law waa passed b;

allowing land in\thV.Gh«rokee Nat

the people and abolishing tri

public domain*

law,, that is the

waa^Jiot-mttoh-|ndlatti—jju»t ;l»uoh people votung for the

allotment law waa the jreason the President \Lss^ed

proclamation calling another .election. The-^ight

did. not vote at this election and the allotment law

again passed.
/ '

(Strip Settlers)

This waa a payment made t\ the Cherokee people, by
\

the United States Government for the /land sold forUnited
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settlement by the whites known aa '•The Cherokee Out-
•<• - ' •

• *

l»t." This, was-a pieoe of land left after th« Chorokeoa,

had laid claim to all -the land after ooraing to the'Chero-

koo Nation. It. wMs called an outlet beoause they wanted

an outlet'to their wostorn hunting grounds left in the
i •" •

treaties whloh were, made .tfith them. The monkey received
• 4 . * * •

per capita at the sale of said land was $265.00.

Bearers bought a claim with his payment money.
|- •

.Almost a,ll of the Cherokee a built good homeB for themselves.
^ 1 •

\ (Roadslj .
. * ^ I

There were no good roads in those times* In the

winter time., the roads were .almost impassable for Several

weeks at a time. The main poad was the "Tahlequah,Road11

as we called it then. It started at New Hope, on TynersCreek across^the flats to jpumpkin Hollow, from Pumpkin

follow e.orosB~-S^4($ei' Flat it to near where El^don' is now.

From thejje it ran across tpeTbill^to the "Bill Soudinot

place, then on five miles west to Tahlequahi

(Ferry)

'There was a ferry at the Boudinbt place but Mr.

* Bearers does not know who .operated the f e'rry.

\



BEAVBRS, WYLY. - INTEITCIKW. ' 7 2 4 1
• • - * • . " '> "

• - - - 8 - ' '' • ,

(Transportation)^ • ' . '
• " '- ' • * " • " '

Transportation of that, day was by horseback and

ox toama. Horses ware used later* Most of the old

timers went to the mill .on foot, sometimes traveling
J • -iV

seTeral miles. Walking was another way of transportation,
i

but all of the peace officers went on horseback. . .

324

\.
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