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‘Fleld Worker's name - : Y, ~We Jo \3. Bigby
. v ' ' )
This report made op (da’c‘e")‘ - Augus® 18, . 1939
,t'iﬂ 2 " . P »f\ J
S VoL ' ' . . .
1, - Name L #yXy Beaveras .
o : . * . . . ] ‘ s . .
3. Post Offico Address > Watts, Oklshoma, Rt. 1.

3. Resulence address (or locatlon)

4, 'DATE’ OF RIRTH:  Momth April  pay 8 vear 1877

5, Place of birth ” " Goingsnmke Distriét, Cherokse Naticd.
’ : ) : . ' . o .

6, Name of ;i:‘ather . Gsorge Beayers Place of birth Oeorsia

Other informat ion about father . : T R

— "Othel' informetion about mother e : . Ce

4

L\Iotes or corrplx.te narraulvc by the field worker dealmp with the 1life and-
story of the verson interviewed, Rofer to Manual for sugrestod subjécts
.and queqtlpns. Continue on blank sheets if nccessary and- attach firmly to a
this form, Numbér of shcets attached ‘ o
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. BEAVERS, WYLY  INTRRVIER S 7241
L =
WeJsBe Bigdy. ‘ ‘/ . o . ' ‘
Interviewer . / '

August 18, 1937, /

1y
{ g

‘Ivztorview with ®yly Beavers
tis, Oklahoma, Route 1.

\ J

oty Begvel\"’e, a three-eightha Cherokee ,was born
\; Goinsanake mstrict, Cherokee Nation. in April 2, .

v

D 187'7. His mronts were. Geo:;ge Beavers and Rosanna Eelly

‘a Cheroke/e woman ¢ Mra ﬁeuy’s folks came from Georgia

as old y setnera sabout 1829, 'l‘he Beaver family consisted

v of ryur chudren, namely .Toel, Wyly, Tom and Lllia

( \M7£03Apalf~brothers. i :
TN : | (Early'f;if?e) ' I

k4

.,

\’k‘ B

f . .
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Most of his early l:lre was spent on a rarm that

the father. ope ted near the o0ld New\ Hope Chirch on Tynera
’creet)in what s nax ‘north Adair county. The ‘farm oonsiat-
| _ ed -of .about thi acres. Joel Kelly,the grandfather of
Boavers ,olaimd the lend when. they moved on the place.

- COrn was the pc cipaz. erop at that time. The farms wera.
small. Ir’ a man|had a ten acre tract he was considered 'a’
large tamer in 'hia part or the country. 'fherbﬁ was no
machinery at tha time. Almost every fam implement that

. ms uaed was hanﬁl-rmdo. Ox tem were cohmon. ¢
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preachors at that time, although énny fullblood iived ear-
. \F K}
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111 Winton \
an [ John Relly. I think Kelly was one of the men
bui d. txis 0ld church,

. ofw
’ -

(Scﬁool)

AN

Neu'pre was. the aarlipst achool in this part‘bf

the Gpiggsnakg District,

It wes 1oéa§§d on the hill of
~ the present New Hope Church now. . Jim

lland and Iula
St1ll ware the early day teachera ét this place,

Aho%her\
K sehool he attended was on OO-Nec»Skook Prairie.

This was
about tour miles east of the present New Hope Church.

A
man by the name of Tpoznton taught school at this place,

(Churdh)

4 -»

The New Hope Baptist was the earliest church 1n this
rt of what 1is now adair connty.

He does not know éxactly
the date when this church was started, nor any\old time
E)
preachers of thia church. But he does remembe

j ‘that 1t was
: .
\ not any or ‘the other ehurches. This/ﬁigﬂ;IQIZQ by whﬂt

The aarly day ohurch workers at this place were the
rowns and the. Bapers. A oemetery was alao atar%ed.
\ L (om Timers )

The old timars or perie !;o‘;ived near tt

is old pia e
John, Morris and Jimmie brown, Tobe Parris, H

.3

g

B “\
¥ho helped

aewr s . M \
-
. . Ny
. - N
L

’
7

‘
1
1‘-‘
1
3
1
3
3
i
o 3
7 ’ Y

\

/

BEAVERS, WYLY °INTERVIEW



\

. Bm,knd Bob By

\aThiﬂ waa thg nearest blaekamith to the Cherokaes who
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L (Trading an,d ‘Milling Points) .

-

cineinnati, Axkanaaa, was the early day trading

point for- the Gherokaea 1n this part of the Goingsnbke

‘Distiict. The early day merchants there weré Dr. Barnes,

J

Mr. ‘Qates was %ho’ early time blaokamith at Cine

cinnati. He did more business than any man of his time,

lived in the northern part of the Goingsnake District.

The msr@hants mantioned bouglit ‘all kinds of produoe. But

the people at thet time did pot have much to sell. Most

of the products. raised were conauméd by’thaagamily,'

|

{Gattle and Cattlemen)

There ware hundreds of cattle to be found in the

Gharokse Nation althaugh everyons did not own tn the hnndreds.

—

some cattle to aell every fall,. An early day cattle dealer

A\

was George Willtams. He uaually bought all the live-atock

hin the Goingsnake Dlatrict, that ia the north part of itg Ho
_sold all of his guffito’ the Arkanaaa bnye,va. ) |

(Gourtx!bnla)

L4 3

The Court House was located at that time on what is

: ?PQ!BNEELEQQQhaaxanfﬁragpdahcut seven miles west of Wbstvillo;

>

\‘\\

-

But they did ovn seversl heads tc~a family. They usuarly had -



=Rq§\u§g;l§ are about thirty or forty miles to the north™of this

BRAVERS, WYLY. _ INTERVIEW., . <

Oklahoma, Mr. Beavers diad ndt attonh oourt much dt t‘at e
time. It was an ‘annual affair nith jpany of ‘the Cherokess.

Hangingp were not held at. this pl e, Thgy usually took

‘the prisonera to Tahlequah
'rho voting precinct wes ay the 0ld Shiloh Sehool

Houao, about a mile and a h east of Weatvillo. He

was eightnnnfyeara old who“ he firat voted, but he does

. +
® 1

(Milit Post Sites)

" Phe only milit pog€ site in tho‘Goinganaka Dis~
N * 4

trict was the old Pbrt wayne Fost, whioch .was located east

LI i
- -

of whorédwétts. klahoma, is now. Part of the town is on

the site of F Wayne, but Oklihéma ﬁistorioakgivo ﬁpq

lobation of’this fort on the Spavinaw Hills-. The -Spavinaw

. place,

. _(Posfwbifioo) ' :

The first poat‘ottioa was Baptist, Indian Tgrritory. :

Th .8 was at the old Baptist Mission, Carrie Qualls was ‘

th7 rirat postmaltor at thin placo. The next post office .
was at 011 Springs. whioh 1a now Cherokea Oounty, Junt

20 pn the river about four milca rrom wheie Mr. Beaver

'I - - . “
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nou?}i'agg The Ohorokoos'dtd not “sorraspond wfth'oaﬁﬁf>’

other, much. The only lettorg the Cherokees wrote ere

, %o their old folks back in the old’ country. ?heir

oarlieat poat orrica wap cinoinnaxi.

v

(N;wupapora)

-

Thore were not any newapapors in the Oherokoe

ey

‘ Nation. The Cherokee Advocato was the ohly paper

*priutad ror a long timo. Thia was printed in both

English and’ Cherokee languages. Some copies may be - \&‘
found in som; of. the 0ld timers' homes today, -
. " . {Pionesr Towns) ‘ : L

\\
WeatvilIb\u\\ the pioneer town in thé Cherokee

o

Nation. This towggziithg\iTéediately after the aurvey T
was mado to extend the Kansas Oity Southern linoa aouth-

ward from Siloam, Arkanaaa. Tho ,epot wes tho rirat-v*~*“””“"“”
building at Westville. Thon a storo building was ongpted

by the Alberty boys, Tueck ang Ell. They also started a. -

‘ lumber yard at this place. Bates Hotel\was §h0~hsx§

building to be built at Weatvillo. The - btol is still
there, but tho Albarty Jumber yard burned down Jngt a

Tow yoars qgo.
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" (Revenue) . >
A4 ‘) , . . o : .
Tho Ohonokeo Nation ﬁaid:hor orrioialq with.tho

monoy collocted rrom revenuoa on timber, pormitp and

i, allowing land in th thggk ) Nat

public domai The chqro oes woRe not in t

Y

thoir appro }h n Fl& ch\
e— \ \ N i
E th- coun 1 who untidd the vote. ey \

i

deadlooxod for aoy R ey ' -
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law. that s tho bl s, but t was paa
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- setilement by the whites lmown as "The Cherokee Out-

e

i: iot,"; fﬁis.nél«a prisce of land left after the Cherogeeﬁgx
% "' T T .' . ; ':," . . ,

\x\ﬁ had laid olaim to all -the land after coming to the’Chero-
\

koo'Nation.' I% ﬁas’called an outlot because they wanted -

4

an outlet’ to their western hunting grounds left in the

-

treatiea whioch were made .with thqm. The moqey received

" per capita at tha salo of eaid land was $265.00.

.

4

Beavers bought a -¢laim with his payment money.

A

,,Almosg all of @he Cherdkebs Fuilt good homes for themselves.

co (Résids)/ |
' Thers were Tio good roads in those times. In the
winter time, the roadf wore/almost Ampasaable ror éevoral
' wegke pt a timo, The main {oad was the "Tahlequah Road"

——

he‘hill‘to the "Bi11 Boudinot -

'\' 'From th?ro it ran across |
p{aco, thpn on fi;e mileqﬁweet to Tahlequah. ‘
oo S :(_B‘;rry) . |
‘There was a ferry at|

\\Beavers does not know ih?,operated the‘rgpry.

4
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B (Transportation), -'\v :

re

Transportation of that day was by horasback and -
ox teans. Horses werae used later, Most df_tho'old )

timers went ta the milil on foot, pomptimaé_t}aveling
aoveral.mg;e;.:.Walking wag enother way of t:ansportatidi,'

~but all of the icaco officers went on horseback.

e~ . . * 3 - A [y "’




