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1. Name Bessis Oakas Rearden
5, Fost Office Address Hugo, Cklahoma
3. Residence address (or locution)
4, DATE OF BIRTH: Month ___ Nov. Day 2 Year 1880
5« Place of birth __ goodwater , Ckleghoma,
6, Neme of Father jem 4, Cakes Place of birth ¢ld Goodwater

Othcr informat ion about father one eighth Choctaw Indian --living

7+ Name of Mother Lucy .mith Place of birth Arkansas
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Interview with Bessis Oskes Bearden
Hugo, Oklehoma

Al A ORI o o e o R o o o K e i o o ot e K N g A e e o e o ol e e ok Aok

bosaie Oakes is the old est daughter Ar Lem V.
Oskes, of Hugo, Choctaw County, Oklahoma. She is one
sixteenth Chooctaw Indian, and was born at the old
Thomms ¥. Oakes home place at old Goodwater, in the
Choctaw Yation, sbout fourteen miles soqtheast of
Hugo,.leahoﬁa. Her mother wa- Lucy Smith, borq in
Ar@ansaa end raised in the Indien Territory.Lucy's mother
died when she wes young, then her step-mother died /
while she was ~till a young girl. Her father livéd
southeast of where Hugo is nowsat or near the old
Morris Fisher place, ihen he marriqd the third time,
Luey sent to live mith friends over in Texas. lLem
weﬁt over and brought ner back a bride to his father's
home there at Goodwater, and they lived i& the h;use
with his parents until thei; secon? child, who is
now Mrs.-Louis Spring, was born. She was perhaps a

. T .
year old, when Lem and Luey settled & place that is

about two miles east éf thé ﬁfaaent town of Hugo,‘

- -

Oklahoma.
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_ Bessaie saysﬂsho can remember the -0ld hémo plaéc
at Goodwater quite distinctly and can rem&mber leading
her blind grandfather along the lgriat ropes and wires
that they had strung from tree to tree. She being the
oldest(grandchild et home he seemed to want her out
there with hi- every evening when he wment out to take
his exercise. Though she »as only about three when
they moved away to settle the‘now plece up oq the
prairie, ha%ing Sden born November 2,'1980, spe said
it seemed to her tha¥ they ware ieaving all th;:world.
So it was to that child, eli the qorld that she knew.
They did hot go back oftén,'and nota:li for & long
time, as they had no way to go excent in an ox wagon,
or log wagon,

It was about fourteen miles from the new home

to Goodwater, and it was several years sfter they moved
until they got horseg, teams or ;uggdeﬁ.' Then this
young coiple ¥erevery dusy meking tﬁeir new homs and
tsking care of their growing family, p‘ut'they always

managed to. go back down there for fdnerals, and the

Oakes were always buried there in the family cemetery.

All seven of Lem and Lucy's children are living.
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The house was of the usual log variety. Two

éig front rooms, a hall and two side rooms, then

ater 8 parlor wes added onto the front. The porch
j;de a hell hetween it and the othar part of the houee.
‘ Thej;had a paling fence and th; palings were split ~
out of timber.like‘the boards that covered the housa.
Also “there were palings for the garden and a stake
énd rider fence of rails dround the fam.

#e had an ash hopper and dripped our own lye

End made soep, and that was the best soap to wash
with, too. %e used good o0ld rain water snd home
mede lys séap end a vettling stick and we didn'ﬁ ‘
miss the rubeboards thet we knew nothing aboutfgiich
came later. 4 battling stick was 8 smooth paddle .
about four fectllong with thé handle smoothed dgwn
and rounded to fit fﬁe hands: of course the paddle

was wider. ie'd sosk those clothes, sometimes over
night, then lay them scross e puncheon bench which

was made from 8 log for that purpose, and paddle

away on them until they would come out cleen,



- we could not go 8ll of
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ly white, we had our Tom

Mller dlock, because we liked a mess of Tom Fuller

or'hominy occasionally.
skin the corn with the
it had a ifferent taat

in that old tom fuller

Some times we would'juat
iya and cock it that wey; dbut
p when pounded with a pestle

block, and a0 did the meel.

After a few years “mpa got some nonies for us

to ride, and some to wo

to Spring Chepel to achkol, which was my first school-

ing. Then I attended R
was about twelve I s tax

close to Fort Smith., 1

terms were short, and g
not pernit us to go, an
out, ide geldom ever wg

There were %ild horses)

children, wild hogs, an

rk. %e rode three miles

oeck H{1ll school angd when'I

ted to New Hope, which wes up

got very little schonling as

the time to Spring Chapel. The
ome times th; weather would

d again the ponies ﬁould get
lked as it was too damgerous.

that sould run over littie

0

d wild cattle, and we were

afraid of wolves. I b

our back door every ni

lieve they would howl around

ht, and the front one)too,'

=)
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i
as for that mat%er, but mor; often in the back
beceuse the stock waes there; We'had to put our hogs
and calves and eny young stock in sheds at night to
keep the wolves from éarr§ing them off. The hawks
or eagles were always after our chickens, aﬁd we had
to protect them, f

Once T wes on the front porch lodking scross the
prairie, and san a big old bald eaglé cireling around.
He 11t on & little mound, and as I n‘tchod,a flock
of wild tgrkoyg passeé between him and me. Some%ﬁlng*
frightened the eagle and it flew aw%y, but 1% might
have been sfter young turkeys, or old ones either.
Eagles would catoh bigz turkeys, too,las wgll as young

pigs and chickens.

Deer were plentiful. Ddddy usuplly killed one

svery Sunday morning, as he wes notff husy with things

around the farm, and that would be ienough meat for

the whole wmek. If any neighborsf%ame slong we
divided with them, or sent mest toTthem.‘ Daddy never
had to go away from the hoqse to ki1l one, as they
would come up and 1ie down with the cattle.
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The first church I remember.after we left
Gnodwatgr, was Shoat Springs. I don't know just how
014 Shoat Springs church is, but Mother united
witﬁ Mathodist Rrot;stant cburég)there. Iater Papa
joined the Methodist Church here =nd she changed to
that. ' - o |

I went to New Hope schéq& foi girlsh £ fteen
miles from“?ort Smith. By‘th;\tim;ml went thers we
could catch the midnight train at Goodland ané°8§
there the nert morning for %ggghﬁ;eakfest, i; Fort
Smith. Then we would have to hire 2 rig and drive
out to the Acsdemy. It wes over in the Indicn
Territory and for Indisn girls only, 1 went éwo
terms and 8 half. I hed tynhnid fever one fr1l and
came home &t Chrictmas and never went back. T was
married the next year when I was sixteenzio Chquos
Eiward Besrden, a whi}e man. He rvss a son of John
J. Bear5§n, a8 pioneer here. Tﬁey were from Arkensas,
but had been here many years, then.

vhen I got up some size, %® ha” more neighbors

and would have.socisls, candy pullings, singiﬁgs,

play parties, and occasionslly a dance. The reil-
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'road coming through in about 1985 brought lots of
people, but Goodland was a town before there was a

|
jrailrood there. Why there was a tomn called Goodland
and a mission achonl named that elso, is more then

' I can understand, but~they both hed that name, It

was the only pnlace ®e had to trade. Joel Springs
owned & store there and 4, J. ialker was poattmaster.
John Hestings ran the hotel. "It was sbout six miles

from us, and we would go over there for everything,

gome times we could sell eggs end butter there.
Aéter vr. égardén and I married weiﬁpttled on a
vlace three and a half miles south east éf Hugﬁ.
¢ wes already a house there, but I don’t know
vho built {t., It was not much of s house, so we
\,buil¥ a g od one.. There was s fine spfing'there on
.thet plece which we- my filing, and so it becams our
per~anent home. Ister Bearden Springs and a school

4

heuse built there were nemed Bearden.
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Mr. Bearden died in Oklahomes City, at the age of
sixty-two Merch 8, 1834. He is huried at Maunt Olivet
dematery at the southesst edge of Hugo Oklahoma. Thet
cemetery used to be;the old Burgoyne Cemetery, because
old Captain Burgoyne first begsn burying people there.

Mr., Bearden was a white man, born in Arkensas,

His mother was a Conditt, Rhoda Conditt. She died
at Booneville,Arkansas)Jénubry 14, 1372, leaving three
children.

Mr. Besrden trsces his sncestry beck to John
Conditt, & native of Great Britsin who settlsd in
‘Newark, New Jersey, in 1678, Mrs. Besrden has- the
history of the Conditt famjily from that date, and

the first femily member spelled {'t Cunditt.

219



