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Interview with Bet»ie Oakes Bearden
Hugo, Oklahoma

Bessie Oakes I s the oldest daughter of Lem W.

Oakes, of Hugo, Choctaw County, Oklahoma. She i s one

sixteenth Choctew Indian, and was born 8t the old

Thomas W. Oakes home place a t old Goodwater, in the

Choctsw Nation, about fourteen miles southeast of

Hugo, Oklahoma. Her mother wa- Lucy Smith, born in

Arkansas and* raised in the Indian Territory .Lucy's nother

died when she was young, then her step-mother died

while she was r . t i l l a young g i r l . Her father l ived

southeast of where Hugo i s now^at or near the old

Morris Fisher place* fthen he married the third time,

Lucy went to l i v e with friends over in Texas. Lem

went over and brought her back a bride to h i s fa ther ' s

home there at Goodwater, and they l ived in the house

with h i s parents unt i l the ir second chi ld , who i s

now Mrs. Louis Spring, was borni She was perhaps a

year o ld , when' Lem and Lucy se t t l ed a place that i s

about two miles eas t of the present town of Hugo,

Oklahoma.
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Bessie says she can remember the old home place

at Goodwater quite distinctly and can remember leading

her blind grandfather along the lariat ropes and wires

that they had strung from tree to tree. She being the

oldest grandchild at home he seemed to want her out

there with hi-1 every evening when he went out to take

his exercise. Though she was only about three when

they moved sway to settle the new place up on the

prairie, having be'en born November 2, 1*380, she said

it seemed to her that they were leaving all the norlfi.

So it was to that child, all the world that she knew.
' 8t

%ey did not go back often, and not/all for a long

time, as they had no way to go exeent in an ox wagon,

or log wagon.

It was about' fourteen miles from the new home

to Goodweter, end it was several years after they moved

until they got horses, teams or Huggie^..' Then this

young couple were very busy making their new home and

taking care of their growing.family, but they always

managed to. go back down there for funerals, and the

Oakea were always buried there in the family cemetery.

All seven of L«ra and Lucy's children are living.
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The house was of the usual l o g v a r i e t y . Two

pig front rooms, a h a l l and two s i d e rooms, then

l a t e r a par lor was added onto the f r o n t . The porch

4a<5e a h a l l between i t and the other part of the house .

They! had a pa l ing fence and the p a l i n g s were s p l i t

put of timber l i k e the boards that covered the house.

Also "there were p a l i n g s for th* garden and a s take

and r ider fence o f rails^around the f a r o .

We had an ash hopper and dripped our own l y e
i

end made soap, and that was the beat soap to wash

with, too. '<e used good old rain water-and home

made lye soap end a battling stick and we didnft

miss the rub-boards thst we knew nothing about/which

carae later. A battling stick was a smooth pafldle

about four fett long with the handle smoothed d.G*n

and rounded to f i t the hands: of course the paddle

was wider. We'd soak those clothes, sometimes over

night, then lay them across e puncheon bench which

was made from a log for that purpons, and paddle

away on them until they would come out clean.
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Though we were nea
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as for that matter , but raor^ often in the back

because the s tock was t h e r e . ,We had to put our hoge

and c a l v e s and any youn# stock in sheds a t n ight to

keep the wolves from carrying them o f f . %e tiawks

or e a g l e s were always a f t e r our ch ickens , and we had

to protec t them* \

Once 1 was on the front porch lodking aoross the

p r a i r i e , and saw a b i g old bald eagl^ c i r c l i n g around.

He l i t on a l i t t l e mound, and as I wjjtched^a f lock

of wild turkey8 passed between him and me. Something*

frightened the eag l e and i t f lew ewejy, but i t might

have been a f t e r young turkeys , or o|d ones e i t h e r .

Eagles would catch b i g t u r k e y s , t o o , j a s w e l l as young

p i g s and c h i c k e n s .

Deer were p l e n t i f u l . Daddy usujally k i l l e d one

every Sunday morning, a s he was n o l huay with th ings

around the farm, and that would befenough meat for

the whole week. I f any neighbors | aae along we
' P

(

divided with them, or pent meat to theai. ' Daddy never

had to go away from the house to k i l l one, as they

would come up and l i e down with the c a t t l e .
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The f i r s t church I rememberafter we lef t

Goodwater, was Shoat Springs. I don't know just how

old Shoat Springs church i s , but Mother united

with Methodist Protestant churcn there. Later Papa

joined the Methodist Church here -«nd she changer! to

that. -* ^

I went to New Hope school for girl6fefifteen

miles from Fort Smith. By the time I went there we

could catch the midnight train at Goodland end'be

there the nert morning for le-te breakfast, t t Fort

Smith. Then we would have to hire a rig and drive

out to the Academy. It we? over in the Tndir.n

Territory and for Indian girls only# I went two

terms and a half. I hed typhoid fever one f f l l and

came home s t Christmaa and never went back. I was

married the next year when I was sixteen t̂o Charles

Edward Bearden, a white man. He fas a son of John

J. Bearden, a oioneer here, \ey were from Arkansas,

but had been here many years, then.

tfhen I got up some size, we ha^ mor? neighbors

and would have*socials, candy pollings, singings,

play parties, and occasionally a dance. The ra i l -
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road coning through in about 1885 brought l o t s of

people, but Goodlandi was a town before there waa a

ra i l road t h e r e . Why ther« waa a to*n ca l led Goodland

and a mission school

I can understand, but they both had tha t name. I t

was the only place *e had to t r a d e . Joel Springs

owned a 8 tore there

named that also, is more than

and A. J . Velker waa poatonaster.

John Hastings ran the hotel. I t wns about six miles

from us, and we -would go over there for everything,

some times we could sell eggs end butter there.

After Mr. Bearden and I married we settled on a
t
\ ,

place three and a half miles south east of Hugo,

^hsrs was already a house there, but I don't know

who built i t . I t T»83 not much of 8 house, so we

built a g od one. There was a fine spring" there on

that plpce which we- my fi l ing, and so i t becaroe our

permanent home. Later Bearden Springs and a school

house builf there were named Bearden.
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Mr. Borden died In Oklahoma City, at the age of

sixty-two,March 8, 1984. He i s burled at Mount Oilyet

Cemetery at the southeast edge of Hugo Oklahoma. That

cemetery used to be. the old Burgoyne Cemetery, because

old Captain Burgoyne firat begsn burying people there.

Mr. Bearden was a vhite man, born in Arkenaes.

His mother was a Condi t t , Rhoda Conditt. She died

at Booneville,Arkansas January 14, 1372, leaving three

children.

Mr. Bearden traces his ancestry beck to John

Conditt, •« native of Great Britain who settl-d in

Newark, New Jersey, in 1678# Mrs. Baerd«n has the

history of the Condi tt family from that date, arid

the f irat family member spelled f t Cunditt.


