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Alene D, MoDowell,
Field Warker, 6180 g

THE CADDO AND COMQNCHE INﬁIANS
Given by Henry Beaty,
Okesa, Oklahoma.
Henry Beaty was born in 1874, in Tennessee.
Father~Jake Beaty; born and died in Tennessee.
Mother~Polly Ann Garrett-beaty, born and died in Tenn.

I came to the Indian Territory on the train in
1894, and settled on a farm about four miles north of
Chickasha, in the Thickasaw Nation. We raised corn,
wheat, and oats, dbut n. melons.

The seaond year I leased a plnce near Anadarko,
‘eighteen miles west of Chickasha, on the Washite river.
This place belonged to 3 Taddo squaw man, named Shirley,
who had been adopted into the tribe, Our home was a
-half dugout of one large room.

The cholera epidemic @#as severe among the Indians,
and hundreds of them died. Trey would azcme to my plage
far help, for they thought the white man could ocure them.
Tpere would be five or six Indians sitting arocund the door
every morning, waiting for helpe, Sometimss they would =ll
be deade It was pitiful for they did not know how to doc-
tor this disease, I would have left the place until the
epidemic was over, but they would have stolen sverything
off the place. |

-

There was a reservation near Anadarko and {t was
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at this place I knew (uanah Parker, "hief of the Come
anche Indians, His mother was a white woman and the
Comanches had kidnaped her 'n Texas, vwhen she was a
cﬁild. She grew up among the Indians and merried Chief
Peta Nocona, It was Juansh who sncoursgrd the foman-
ches to abandon their Indian customs and become oivile
ized.

I was living cn Caghe Oreek, four miles east
of Carathers Mission, near what is now Apache, Oklahoma
This plaee was near the reservation and if the white man
wished to travel or drive his gattle through the reser-
vation, he had to secure a permit from the Indian polioce,
or he was arresied or made to leave tho reservation.
White .vople were ﬁot allowed to cut wood or posts off the
reservation without a permit.

I knew an ipache Chief named Geroni o, who lived
on the reservation near Fort Sill. He wore a robe made~
of scalps, that dragged on the grounde. e would kill a
dog, singe the hair off each side, scrape off the remain~
ing hair, cut in small pleces, and cook in a pot and
make soupe He ate both the soup and meate

Tom "oodard had a two year 0ld steer that was

diedo‘

bitten by a snake ana The Comanche and Apache

Indians skinned it, cooked it, and ate {t, If the cat-



BEATY, HENRY, INTFRVIE¥,

3=
tle of a traveling herd died\from weakness, whigh was
often the case, the Indians would cook and eat them.
While the men ocleaned one end of the ontfaila of a hog
or beef, a child would often be eating the other end.
The Caddoes and Comanches would catch terrapins and roast

I

and eat theﬁ.

-
The Caddoes and "omanches made a perfume with a

very strong odor that could be smelled for fifty yards.
The older ones wore & silver ring in their noses and had
holes pierced esompletely around their ears, with a ring
in each hole.

Tom Woodard was a white msn, married to a Ki owva
woran and wes adopted int) the tribe. Le had been a‘
seout in his younger life., He became veory wealthy and
was a banker. I rented a nlace froui him and we became
fast friends, I attended a Kfowa funerrl with him onae
and this wasvery intefasting. They drove all the stock
belonging to the dead man, to the k-ave, shot them, and
buried ‘them with the man. ‘

I remember a fullblood Comanche lndian naméd_ Arco,
who died wi-h consumption. a«fter he was buried, e ca@e

F‘iﬁ‘paok for foods He was riding an o0ld horse and they sup-

>

i plied him with food and a fresh horse, They cooked the

]
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food and gave it to him on the end of a long tepee pole,
They were superstitious éﬁﬁ were afraid to get elose to
him. After he received the food and horse he never came
backe When Arco died his wife tried to shoot his buck-
skin pony and blue roan horse, but they got aways She
burned all of his blankets and saddle nesar his grave and
cut deep places in her arms to show the pain of death.

‘The Caddoes buried the;r’dead west of the oamp,for
they claimed the spirit would not go eact toward the sun-
rise.

The'Delauares wrapped their dead in a bhuffalo hide
and placed them in a tree.

The Caddoes and "omansches drew their rations every
two months {n the summer and onee & month ig the winter.
They wodld tie two poles together with rawhide so they
would hang on each side of the horse, and make a rawhide
bag to swing from ;ole to pole under the horsq‘ to carry ‘
the children &nd supplies in, They traveled in large |
groups and when they camped, it was'similar to a tepee
tom. They did not wear blankets., The government issued
white shégta with thé}r ratians, and they wore them ine
stead of blankets. The government tasued them live beef

and the Indian poliee ususlly did the killing. They

5
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would run and shoot the cattle until they were killed,
sometimes shooting a beef & hundred times.

A My, Fant, a cownan from Texas, was given & gon-
tract by the government to furnish sorn fed beef to the
ghndianse Instead he shipped in poor Texas cattle and un-
loaded them at Comanche, These cattie were 8o poor‘and
starved the meat was blue, ¢hen an investigation was
made, Fant lost his contract and the boss Jim Myer;, a
half breed negro, who had given the eontract, lost his
jobe .
The Caddoces eand Comanches made a liguor by soak-
.,ing mescal beans in water. Once a month they would cele-

brate and get drunk on this liquor. They called it "Jesus
Talk" for they claimgd when they drank it they could hear
Jesus talk, A

July 4 was always 2 time of celebration amo.g the
naddo and Comanche tribes and the Indians and white people
came to Anadarko for miles to attend this celebration.-
Every occasion was celebrated with a dance and a feast;
after the parade the feast started and in the evening they
dangced, In 1901 I attended thg celebration %gd one N0=-
manche ocovered himself and his horse with mud and rode in

the paredes I do not know what this custom represented
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and they celebrated it only oceasiocnzlly. The Comanche
men d1d not wear trousers but wore long white shirts
reaching their knees,

There was a Mexiocan settlement at Ansdarko that . -
held a picnie in September each year. I do ﬂét know whap
this celebration w-s for but they held roping and ric{zngmr
;ontests. The Indians and Mexicans were the gontestants
and the Indians usually lost in the roping for they were

poor r0pora..
s I ¥Gméhher hearing of a white scout who always r
rode a8 mules The mule would go at a steady lope all day
and the Indians hed tried in vain to catch gtm. One day
a8 lone Indian spied him and tried to take him single
hand;d. The sgout shot at him for a whilg and s&ddenly
stopped his fire and the Indian thought the scout was

out of ammunition and decided toc rope him an? take him
alive so they could burn him, and this would put a feath-
or in his cap. The sgout let him get near him, then shot
ovér his shoulder and shot the indian'g ;yo out, I have
heard this 0ld Indian ¢ell 3his story and laugh st his
‘ignorancs. He was known as "0ld One Eyge"

The Indians are gocd ball players and are hard to

deat, I remember one time at the Fourth of July Cele-
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bration, a team of white boys were pleytig a team of Chick-
asaws and the white boys were gheating, causing a great ar-

g, 3
gument, One of the Chickasaw boys went on a "sit down

strike"” and sat on first Sésé until the white boys promieed
_ fair. The I§d1an team refuséd to pley with them
eny moTe.

Chsarlie Werner, a farm hand who worksd for me near
Ana@arko, had been busy in the aerop and aould not get £o
town to the barber shop to haye his hair ocut. Ve were a-
bout twent) :1lles from Anadarko. One day he asked John
Whiteman, an Indian, i{f he could cut his bhair, He an-
swered, "Me heap savee,” and took the scissors and began.
He cut it off in bunches until he was about half finiahed,'
vhen two squaws ocame in, each with a pair .of scissors, and
the three of them nearly ruined Charlie. He had to let his
hair grow for the rest of the summer beforelit gould b? ocut
even, i

The old Chisholm Trail srossed the Canadian river,
northeast of 6h1ckasha, vhere the Frisco railroad dridge is
now located, st & iittle tomn, Tuttle, We G. Williams, a

Caddo squaw man, lived on the north side of the Washita

river near Chickasha, The Chisholm Trall passed his plaoce,
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He becams wealthy tradi%; cattle to the cattleman on the
traile He got his first start trading 0ld men Chisholm
dry cows for cows and /calves that could not travel.

Sometimes a orsw of céﬁboys would start from Texas
in the spring with a/herd o" ten thousnnd an’® Arive them
through the Territory to Kansas City, arriving there in
the fall. They woyld eemp along the way and fatten the
herd; They would éometimes be camped at one place for two
weekse

of o

In August the Indiane celebrated what they calle:

T

~

the Green Corn 7fnoe. I understand this dange is given
at this time to /show their thanks for being taéen care of
through the winger. They danced around the camp fire,
smoked the peage pipe madé of corn cobs, and played games,
The women plaﬂﬁd a game similér to our present geme of
shinny. |

The Iﬁélan women built their houses ;;d did al:
of the work while the men hunted, The houses were cover
ed with bark. They would peel the red oak bark from the
tres, let it dry,eand cover the house with the bark side
upe ihey usually traveled in wagsns and sometimes the

line would be five miles longe ‘hen they camped, the men
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spread a blanket under the wagon snd went to sleep, and
the squew would teke care of the team, gather fire wood
and coock the mesals.

The stage coech traveled from Anaderko to Fort Sill
and cerried the mail. Our post office was 0ld Pensey, @
little town north of Chickasha. This town is no longer
in existences,

TE? hogs were mule footed. Tha; were scrubdby, and
black with white spots.

I knew a Mexican named Kinney near Chickasha., He
and his sister were captured by the Indians when he wes |
about ten years old, He told me asbout his capture and
seid they rode in s gallop day end night until they were
nearly cead for water. Then they camped it had begun to
rein and & squeaw spread a hide and caught a 11t§ie water
and gave them esch a little of it to drink. He lay on
his back and let the reia drops fall into his mouth,
They ro@e on for about twenty miles before they came to
a creek whe e they ceamped for a fow days. They killed a
pony»gnd cooked it. The squaw gave him a sign to eat and
when he refused she wiipped him sround the legs until he

ate. He said it was good and he ste until they would not

let him have any more. His little sister soon grieved her-

248
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self to death, After he was grown he returned to Texas to
his people,
FERRIES

The Mustang Ferry was locested four miles west of Mus-
tang, Oklahoma,on the South Canadien river. I operated this
ferry for three years and never lost a wagon. This river is
very treasherous, for the bottom is quicksand and if a small
place is washed out it chenges the channel. Nne day a man
drove up with a loed of hogs end while I was repaiing the
cable of thé ferry, he decided to drive across and drove
his team into the river and was stuck in the quicksandf The
bed was not tied to the wagon ard soon floated off. The cur-
rent of the stream uncoupled the wagon and the man waes thrown
clear. He finslly c¢limbed into the wagon box and the bed
flosted down stream and returned to shore. It took us a
helf day to-get one of the horses out. Ve would get one foot
out of the send and put hay or straw under it while we pried
anothe® foot out,

1 remember a Chickasaw Indian walked along the bank of
the river one day, steppe’ into the quicksand and bogged down,
and nearly died before he wus rescued. ne evening s cer
drove into the river and wss stuck in the quicksand. A boy

dived down and tied a rope to the bu per dut when the team
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tried to pull it out they pulled the bumper off. The next
morning the car wes out of sight.

MISSI N SCH"OLS

‘@

Father Isacore, a Catholic priest, conduc£ed sn Indian
aschool southwest of Anadarko, where the "addoes and Comanches
attended. There was also en Indian school for the Caddoes
north of Lnaderko, conducted by a Baptist missionary nemer
Crane.

Fate's Mission was locastec nesr Anadarko and operated
by the Presbyterien missionaries. These schools are no long-
er in existence. After the Indians finished their educetion,
the nejority otuthem returned to the reservation and continued
%o live the free life of th ir ancestors.

OUTLAWS

1 remember whan George Isasc expressed 3506.00 (in $1.00
bills to meke the weight the sasme as $5,000.00) to himself,
and marked the money as $5,000.00, then robbed the train. He
expected the money to be put in the express car, but it wes
put in a box car. He wes recognized and later confessed what
he had done., He was given five years for this robbdery.

Jim Bolen, & deputy sheriff, who had been sn outlew and
his partnsr, Bert Casey, had committed a crime but I do not

remember what this crime wes., Bert furned state's evidence

and Jim killed him, Charley Robison was the sheriff and when
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Bolen was arrested Robison took his gun, and sent & body-
gusrd with him. The bodyguard soon dissppeered and Bolen
secured 8 gun and we?t to the sheriff's house. When Robison
yent’ﬁo the door he drew his gun and they toth shot at the
seme time. T.e sheriff was aﬁot in the abdomen and died in-
stantly. Bolen was shot in the leg, breaking the bone. The
doctors wanted to amputete his leg but Bolen refused. He
said, "I would rather go to hell with both legs, than to live
with one leg." He lived eight desys and blood poison set in)'
csusing his desth.

In 1900 I married Lillie Elder at Chickasha., Her father
wes k¥illed by John Ellis, s neighbor. They had a dispute over
Ellis driving his cattle through Mr. Elder's land and Ellis
went to his house and returned with his Winchester., His wife
, followed him with a gun‘and a buggy whip. Mrs. Elder saw
whet they were doing and took Mr. Flder*s gun ¢o him. When
Mrs. Ellis tried to hold s gun on Mr. Elder and whip him with
the buggy whip, Mrs. Elder took a hand and she eand Mrs. Ellis
had & fight. Fllis killed Mr. Elder and was sentenced to

life 4imprisonment, - o



