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Neme Mrs. Christine Bates
A ﬁ?.oéreﬁhic Sketeh
Frozp personal interviaws with the subjeat,

|
214 North Sth St., Durant, uvklshoma,
‘\ i

Brs.;lula austin, iteld .orker,
Indian-Pioneer Histary, S-149
.: Nareh 27, 1907,

Vate of “irth-cwe-e Oatober 10, 1849
: {
Place of Birth----- Mineral Dayou, near "olbers

Fathorevmeemenca- ~-Isrgsel Folsom
Plade .of Birth----~Choctaw ilation Mississippt.

Yother~—~—=eevw--~~,ouisa Nail rolsom

(%

& . ~

"Plage of 3irthe----hoetaw Wation Mississippi.
Israel 7olsom sand Louisa KNail Folsom burfed in

Jemotery at Poggy roint,

. .- Note bLE‘leid QY. 0T,

o ~urs, Botes ‘has been married twioce, her first

husband ¥T. : adison Conton wes killed and her

second husband,.ir. v.'H. Detes died, July 19,
1901. This story #hiich I have tried to put
together has been géthared fram various telks

\ .

that I have had with her from time to time,

30
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My Father, Reverend ‘Israel Folsom, amd Louisa Nail
Folsom were married in Mississippi, april 11, 1842. y
They had no\ihing when married, 'and started life (1n é
ona room, lofg, house ¥ th no furnitwe except two plllows
" end 8 fow qufilts. Their first hoe-cskss were dooked on
an old hoe, vhich had been found in the gerden.
| *hen the Chootaws were t0 be moved from Mississ-
ippl to tisir new home in Inmiian Territ a'-’y, ny rathu‘, ‘
then & young men, wes appointed to aeais"t {n moving them
on this journey to their new ham, It was in the sinter
time vhen the long jourmey was started, ‘Therg was ‘ oh
suffering and xinny deaths along the way. He started
preaching on this journey to the new land end the people
hed mush faith {n him. He would ask them to "Keep the
Sabbath pay Holy" or they need not expec: to get over the
road safe, The trip was made in wagons with oxen, 1ead._£ng
their horses and cattle. | _

They, W th timir three children, errived at !‘ountain
Fork and from there immigrated to Doaksville.. The first
school was the old vheelock School., Missourians from
the North cams anmi built the school,

My ratl;er farmd and my mothey spun anl weeved, //’

f
making all the clothes far the family.

1
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My .fatl/mr continued prea-~hing and bapti{sing mny people. ,
As tims pasaeé, he adcumulated a little of the world's
goods amd was the mngr of £ifty slaves.

/,DuLing the Mivil War the Nortiern men wera so mean
to the "hoctaw women, they would jerk their ear rings

from their ears, and lgak them in one stuffy room together,

7 ‘ ‘
keeping them there fur daya. ‘The W auen warld ride homse-

bagk into Fort '/ th, oarrying e 838ges at night end 1’
t they would be tartured }‘erribly. Fathey
and Mother/mould sit up at/night baking potatoes 1n the
ashes anAatehinp: over the family, as the nem'o boys were

,bad to steal the vhit;e drls amd take them away.

Four of my brothers served in the "ivil Yar. I

Yemomber one coming ,home~1ate one night very sioek; he
/ had walled so far that his feet were smollen end blesding
/ and h§ vas half Btarved. .o had nothing {10 eat in thosﬁ
éaye but'-giual vhich was made out of wipat. _ Ve would
dry‘ ;kxa and parch it for coffee. Lincolr -wffee (mm&d
after ibe Lineoln) cost $100.00 a pound. "alico for
dresses wgs 310G .. por yard. ;

i Wy mcouwss woauld mke clothes from the loom am
Adye them ani sahe also would spin and weave far Southern

‘boys. She made all the dlothes fa our eounty (Blue).
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“"The negroos let'c some going with the Northern Army ,
and smm with the Southern Army. Father cmxed one old”
‘.’alave who was aalled Aunt Lindy Butler. GShe was the
| mother of ﬁ;wenty-—one children, or¢ of vhom {8 now living.
s nams s B Jutler md ho iivos.in ‘ushlm, As &
sigmer .of the L'reaty of" 1855 my rather -was & leader in )
the Cound.l of Indian affairs, both-in the "hoqtmv Hation -
) ‘and,'i-ashing@on.. ‘
’ Durlig the "ivil -ar my father, who was a‘;’folonel,
would di‘iil the Indians all day“greparing therm far ‘war.

" the ~uam;ren mn were mither for the South or
North anf* they would go from plaee to place brea*ciag up
home Se .

Treeks and “herckees ;vere ealled "Pin Tndians.® ¥y
father was direotor among them. ‘ie’ar'xd tte colony would
‘€0 On horsémback with fheir bo';m a@ arr;ma acress thelir -
backs anl hatchstsst;‘qpped‘ around their waists to visit
the Northsrn Indians and for»-day‘s-they.would sit around, °
and smoke the “pipe of reace;™ pxayiné e diamaaing )

what coula be c¢ons, then, he would give his ordere as what

they wer'e to d‘é. ﬁis wird was law emong the‘m. ’
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An 0ld Engushman, by the mme of %parrow builé
the building for f‘hoetaw boys near f“'mstrong, thet weas
ured for e hospital 10 care for 8ol '.icr/s. Over two
hundred died t!%.gre and ware '_b_gried there. Dozs mﬁld
dig up the hodles end ‘car:r’y them away. |
vhen & member of en Indian femily died, they would
put ths body in a cow-hide that they had dried, and
hang 1t in a tree o'nd leave it. ‘“hen they doegan to make e

coffins they were hexfod out of trees apl the body ph& /

in & shallow grave u’ﬁder the house. Then they :

-

- move to another place they 'vould kneal their dead

and ory and ary. . ' -

Orime in those days was punished bdy 4
were found guilty, you were twned logBe without beond

until thaﬂé of your execution. They were not ﬁung,

giot.
6ur shoss were nede from Buf-hides, shich my father
" would put in troughs end tan; making pins for the shoes
out of hickory. Lasts would be mde to fit the shoes.
Cur gloves were mede of buckskin and sold fa $£100.00

2 palr. “saps were mede from coon skin, Ropes to make

into bridles, lart ., were md}frém hair from ;
= h};u"a'm cattls, / S
e N — ’ K ¥y
T e
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Their hairvwould be straightened&A amd put in rain -
water before using. Bridles would \Fell for .50.00,

-1 old sustom amd belief was to \plnco a rope arcunmd
your pallet when.aleeping out in the open axri no
insects or snakes would crawl over it %0 bothor yog.

Hots wexe woven from wheat am. oat straw. Baakets
were made froxzi’willow. "the social life in my young
days consisted of cuiltiug-l?ees, ¢ arn-husking and fish-
fries. If it was to be a quiltinz-bee party, we all
went early amd quilted all day, stoppix;g at noon for
a lovely néa.i‘then agein in the eveninz. After the
eveninz meal we would dance until late at night., "If

K »

it was a fish-fry, the men 'wuld go to the placé the
night before and gsther a weed with lonz roots whieh
vas ¢alled "“Devils Shoe Strings.” Thess were bruised
with stones, then swished through the water until the
‘water wes permeated with tae taste. This stupefied
the fish. For a short tit;:s they became as if dmunk and
rose to the top of the watar. The men wonld'take .
sacks o1 swiz in and £111 them with £ish, ani the ones

~

that wers2 not gatrered ﬁp would revide ’and swin awaye..
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The fish would be placed where the party wes 10 be a@d
early next dcy same would cut tlféir heads off end some
would dress them am then the women folks would take
charge snd the big fry would begin,
\ Bageball was a favoritel gace with the Indien boys.

"I em one fourth Thoetaw, ani was born four miles

from Dursnt in the 0ld Mineral Bayou neighborhood of
| f

‘October 10, 1849, My pavents moved t0 old Fort Washita,

My early sciool 1gys ware spent hear home. There qﬁt

no sch ool during the "ivil *ar, After the war my/"

Tather took me to iebax;on, Tennessee, and placed Zne in

school as he wes anxious for his children to re/czeive

an éducetion. unfortum tely, his funds becaneh,/short

and I ceme home after seven};ean months at sdx//\ol. When

I returned to the Natfon I warked at ?’apanuy‘t;a Agqademy,
: /

& Nhickessw achool, as mtron. after my f,éthar'a

death in 1870,we experienccd :aay harddl}/pa.( “hen

24 years old I mt Madison Souton, of "Atskill, M. Y.

| . Ve were mrried December 25, 1874, My husband wes

killed by an i-%.-1gated Indian shen my three children

were sxall; 2y mother Wd also masced away. Several
yéars later I married %. H, Bates, a railroad mgn, who

d{ed July 19, 1901,

~
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I moved tb Durant and bduilt a small‘hoteILOn‘Hain
Streeét. It was e help to the town end tra&é was
good. Yy health friled s0 I sold out and moved te
Stoke but I onl§ steyed there & short times and moved
béck,to urant. My'éhildren had married, so ;

found' employment in the "elvin Inetitute as matron.
I spent meny happy deys thare. asfter I left there I
movéﬁ on the east side 0° town in Durant and tock up
church work. “The people were sager to be taught,
and I feel that I aiE muc¢h po00d ameng them.

¥y three children are living: |

t

itr8. annie Yarborough, ‘uremt, Vklahome,
drs. Nell Ingrem, Ada) Oklghoma.

“illiam 3outon, .ulse, Cklahoma.

Ny grandfather was an English trader and my grand-
mother was a fullblood Chostaw., My parents had 13

chil@ron anl raised 10 to be grown.

¥

37
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" INDIAN- DISHES
(Bohar)

Bohar was a delegtive gondiment. It was made by
‘beatlng hickory nuts and walnuts M; a pu}p in s ﬁffv’:’@)
or wodden morter'. To tlixis .S aéded crackad. parched

"“eorn flour. This was sifted to take away ‘the husks,
Sugar wac adde: .and thoroughly nixed. "61(3 water
vas added until the wass became“t;he ~onciatency of
tnick dough. It was aei'ved'in horn or shell spaons
and was consiuered the "Piace Ge resintance” of a meal.
{abunche)

sbuncha was the hard tack of the Slatio.n. It was
used to take on lons hunts,am ;vus made by the quantity
of carn desired being‘\x soaked over night in just enough
watar to cover it to ioas;:n the huss. ishes of dried
bean hulls were sifted,amd the ashos Wl th dried beens
were :.soil\ed until the l;?aﬁs were (}One. A séiff d ough

was snde of the corn afﬁer it had been teaten while

4 ~

the beans remeined wholel These wete mixed in about
equel quantities of mevl and beens amr;w/rappeﬂ in corn
shucké,‘tied #{th hickorylaml put in e pot of watey
and bolled oue hour. | ,

This bresd remained in\the shucks until ready t0 -
be eaten. It kept {ndefinitely, being as good a year

t
‘after ag the day it was cooked.

. \
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THE INDIAN SONG
By Isr=sel Folson.

/

_ Land where thy brighest wateré flow,

Land where the loveliest farests grow
Yhere warriors draw the bow,
Netive land, farewsll.

He who made both astresm and treie,
Made ‘the white and red man free,

Gave the Indian home to be, ‘
Mid the forest wild.

Have the waters ceased to flow’
Have the forests asssed to grow?

Yhy do our brothers bid us go 5
From our native hams ? '

e

¥Where in infanoy we played,
¥here our happy wigwams. nade
fhore our father's graves are laid
M1t we leave them ally :

¥hite man, tell us, Sod on high,
;30 pure and just in yonder sky

#ill not then His searching eye
See the Inifan's wrong?
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LULA AUSTIN
- Fleld worker,
May 17, 1937,

"WHAT SHE REVEMBERS ABOUT SALT WORKS"., = @
#
O'Netta Thompson, Giles Thompson's.o es¥
daughter, married Julias Folsom, my .brother.

Giles Thompson's salt works werg the'w

only s8alt works I knew . There were the several

=

. - :
big pots there to boil your salt and some people

took their own pots with them. They would boil
\ Lk

all night and take the salt out|in the morning
) A4
d put on wagon'aheets to dry. It would take two

r three days to dry out. .Had do

to keep the
» A ’

cgttle away.
Dr. liﬁdsey'lived lear the 8%}{ works
\ .
wai vhé only Doctor.
| While I was matrom at Roék Academy,
Chickasa\ school at wapan&a. ¥illiam\Bird was’
Superint dent, Mr. btephansgn teacher, Mias
Eddy bf New York was manager. There werp twenty-
wne students. |
‘Ch rles Lombardy, a lawyer, came from .
Washington with Israel Folsom to attend the grand

council of the Indiens. All tribes were represented
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there and the members remained six weeks. Father
émployed him to talk to the tribes about organizing
schools. There were ‘thirteen interpreters.there.

| ¥Mrs. Bates has a letter from Israel
~ Folsonts wkitten from ﬁasﬁidéfon to his son }
Emerson Folsom,.in regard to Net ProLeéd Claim,
dated March 27,(18082 A ' L

Peter Pitchlynn married Rudy Wolsom,

aister of Israel Folasom, my father,



