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JOHNSON, SD. • IHTERYIKK. 7668.

Oarl B. Sherwood,
Intwrriever ,
Septeafcer 9, 1937.

An interview with Ed Johnaon,
nephew of John £,Johnson.

John S« Johnaon was born noar Atuldrow, Indian

Terr i tory , March 21, 1381. Ed.Johnson, a h e r i T , o f

Sequoyah County, Is of Cherokee cud Gootoh blood, and

seems to have Inherited a tendency toward the office

whioh he BO ve i l f i l l s . At let-st rds anoe&tor* on

both sides f the family for two generations have been

peaoe off icers of his nat ion. George Johnson, grand- -

father of the sheriff , was born in nrkanshs. I.'e was

one of the f i r s t white men to locate in the Cherokee

Nation, fio se t t led i r the v i c in i ty ot Fort Smith,

Arkansas^as a t r ade r . He mcrriuc Susan hunter, a ^hero-"

kee wotoan, and tc t h i s union were born i ibcr ' l end Ferry .

Albert was the father of John E«, who wss a Tarmer and

a stock man, and who entered Cherokee p o l i t i c s in ear ly

l i fe* He had oomenced his seoond term at sheriff when

a t the age of t h i r t y^ he was shot from ambush ^ t the

Fort Smith r iver landing. He hau married Delilah ^ 1 4

r idge, deughter of Blue Baldridge, onoe sheriff of the
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Sequoyah District and *hos« con alao held the office*

The Baldridges were Cherokeea, and soaepiin^ after her

buskand'a death, UXB» Johneon married Calvia Fargo*, She

Is agalu a widow, and iiving at Viaa.

John E» Johnaon passed his boyhood days on his

father's rarm and received his eduaation at tne Oherolce«

Male Seminayy at Tahlequah. ?fhea he assumed th^ duties

of citieenahip he became a former aitaself, oultirating

hie land and raising stock until he became twenty-one

years of age in 190?, He vines «ae f i rs t men to hold that
(sheriff)

office/under the state government*

In the contest for the Democratic nomiaatiou for

sheriff there »ere six candidates, among whom were Mr«

Johnson and hie uncle by the same name. John £. Johneofo

won by a fair margin and was electea over his Republican

opponent by fifty-one voteB, leading the entire oounty

ticket.

Sheriff Johnson isas one of the youngest officers in

the s tate . On December 25, 1906, Mr, Johnaon married Miss

Ida McKinnay, daughter of Alexander MoKinney, a Cherokee
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aad to thli union were born two children,Albert and

Sldaty* Th« father took his faidlly allotments near

Q*no, Oklahomfi, where he has B nice home looatcS on

big farm.


