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An interview with Bd Johnson,
nephew of John E,Jobndon.

John F. Johnson was born near juldrow, Indiun
Territory, Mareh 21, 1381, Ed.Johnson, sheri“f,of
Sequoyah County, is of Cherokea sud Saoleh blood, and
seemg to have inherited a tendengy toward the office
whioh he 80 well f{lls. 4t leist fnie anoestors on
both sides - f the famlly for two generations have§Seen
peage officors of his nation. George Jchnsog, granq- :
father of the sheriff, was born in arkansus., lle was

oune of the first white men to locete in the “herokee

Nation. He settled ir the vieinity o7 Fort Smith, "
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Arkenses,as a trader. He merriec Susen Sunter, e "hero-"

kee woman, and t¢ this union were Gorr .lberi epi Rerry.
Albert was the father of Johnu E., who wae 8 larmer and
& stogk mun, und who entered Cherokee politics in early
life, He had conmenced his second term as sherif{ when
at the sge of thirty, he was sho¢ from ambush at the
Fort Smith river landing. Hs baud married Delilah Rald

ridge, dsughter of Blue Baldridge, once sheriff of the
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Sequoyah Diastrict and whose son also held the offiee,
The Baldridges were Cherokees, and some\time. after her
busband's death, lrs. Johnson married Calvin Fargo. She
1s agalu a wldow, and living at Vian.

John E, Jehnson passed his boyhood days on his
raths;'a farm und recelved his education at the Cherakee
Male Seminary at Iahleguah., When he sssumed theo duties
of citizenship he pecame a former nimself, cultivating
his land and raisiag staek until he became twenty-one
years Of age in 1907, He wus uae {irst msn to hald that
- (sheriff)
of f1 ce/undar the state government,

In the contest for the Jemocratic nomiustion for
sheriff there were six cendidates, among whom were Mr.
Johneon and his uncle by the same rame, John £. Johnson
won by 2 fair margin and was electea over his Republican
opponent by fifty-ons votes, lesding the entire sounty
t1oket,.

Sheri{ ff Johnson was one of the youngest officers in

the state, On December 295, 1906, iir, Johnson married Miss

Ide MoKinney, dasughter of Alexander McKinney, a “herokee
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and $0 this union were born two shildren,Albert and
Sidney. The father took his famly alloiments near

Geno, Oklehome, where he has & nige home losated on

his farm,



