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Field Worker's name Jom F, Daugherty

mig report made on (datse) June 15 193 7

. Neme Sam Mahardy

, Post Office Address Davis, Oklahora

. Residence address (or locat;ion) Route 2
, DATE OF BIRTH: Month October Day 15 Yoar 1808
Place of birtk  Tishomingo Cou.nty',' Chickasaw Irati'on. South o._fl the
mresent site of Davis.?
Namo of Father_Vett izhardy Flace of birth . [fiign Territory

O.her information about fathex  Hunbter &and Iide - Tamner,

-y

Name of Mother Betsy Steadham ) Place of birth Indian Territory.

Other information about mother

tes or complete narrative by the field worker dealing with the life and story
-L> person interviewed. Refer to Manual for suggested subjects and questions,
tisue on blank sheets if necessary amd attach firmly to this form. Numher of
-t attached 6 . o
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LIFE OF A CHIGASAW and CXESK LWDIalN izalN

Iy faéher was ‘iyatt lahardy, born in the Indian
Territory, at 0ld HHail Crossing on Elue River, in the
Chickasaw Nation (date unknowm). Ile was a fzmer, hunter,
and hide tanner. I’e rade buckskin, nrincipslly, and sold it.

lother wac Betsy 3teadham liahardy and she wes-born at
Fort Gibson in the Cherokee Hation (dcte unknown).

} was the only child of this marrisge who lived. I
was born in 0ld Tishouningo County just south of the ﬁresent
site of Davis, Cctober 15, 1868. |

We got our il at }iill Creek. I was born in a log
house with one door amd a puncheon floor.

Ve used water out of e spring. I never saw a well
wmtil I was half grSwg; sother cooked on a skillet and lig
on tle fireplace in the winter, ad out of doors in the
surmer. e bought our first cook stove in 1834, 1 saw
the first barb wire fence in this cownty in 1882, e had
rail fences. In the fall and winter wood and preairie fires
would -often burn.our fences, then we would ask the neighbof%
to eo;; and help cut some more rails, This was called

a log raising and we alwys had a big feast on these days.

Our beds were built of poles in the corner of the house on
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which we had a stréw rattress covered with a feather bed.
We pulled or cut prairie my for the mattress and used wild
turkéy feathers for the feather bed.

j

e built ouwr cribs and stables of lozse The roof
was put au with weipht poles and wooden pins instead of
neils, The doors were hung on wooden Linses which worked
on bois d'arc pins.

Nathan Price, for whom Prices' Falls is named, nad
a farm of eigh’c- hundred acres, south of the present site
of Davis about five miles, Fe put this entire farn in
grain sorghum, and rmde sorghum molasses, Ee traded this
to the Indians for cattle and thus became a very wealthy
men, His farm was called Sorghum Flat. In 1882 he built
8 cotton gin on Prices' Folls Oreek and had a ‘eneral
supply store and po:*tqffiée. The Santa Pe Reilroad was

ES

built through this noted flat in 1336, ,
In the fall and winter wien t.e veather was cold
father and I lkilled and Gressed deer ana hauled them to
Denison, Texas, to sell., We received about ten dollars
each for them. /’We gold tlie hides which we had tanned for
a smll sum, /{’Ie of ten went on hunting trips near the pre-

sent sites of. Ada and Roff end would be gone for a week or

two, Ve ro/ée horsebacke In August when the sun beamed
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down hot we would kill deer and rzng the meat on a pole in
the sun to dry. Ve brought this hume on Lorses and stored
it away for winter use, Tais dried Venispn was socked
in warm wéter, then ounded with a pestle on a mortar block
until it wcs 211 to nieces., Then it was cooled ané ¢ hash
uas made froir it. "
’ We rede tread of carn flour. The corn was pouﬁde&~--
on t2e mortar block until The husks cuare off, then it wes
soaked all night, The next moming it was put on tie mor-
* tar dock and pounded again witil it looked like flour,
This was rade into bread. e liked orit bresad, also. It
was riade of corn Wllic.h v=s in roasting ear staze, wkich was
gritted on a zrit board. In Octobef when the weather cot
cold and pole cats 2t fat, we killed cxd d&essed them and
hung them on a pole to cool over nigﬁ’c. Tee next morning
. 2 .

the cat wos pubt into 2 pot and boilec} wtil tender, Then
it was put in 2 skdllet .nd b2ind wntil brown. This was

. ~
as fine neat zs we wanted.

I vent to school in 1332 and 1293 at the Colbert o

. 0‘ -

“eighborhdpd School esst of Berw;m, During the tires I

was here Colw George Harking came’ to our school and made

a talk, He said, "it won't be lag until big iron horses
\

\
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will be runninahroujl here.f'\ T arose and asked vhat be

meant by m.f!il"on ho¥sey Fe.explained thet he meent a
train, I l=d no idea th;an'.wﬁat he reant for I hsd never

seen nor he,a_,x‘*@,.of a train, - He went an to say thet people

A -

would come in lidre from everywhere, and if we were not pre-

pared to care fo? m{rselv‘eé. they would kmock the dirt from

under' o{xr iee/t ’I“.at very thrng as nappened to meoe I

‘s,\"

have . losﬁ all ’tbe land I alloted tc tle "fhlte man, I

»»»»»
< ERSe et
D ‘ .

now 11ve 1ﬁ ano oﬁd 100 hcmse rmch my fatier built in 188’7,

” ~
l‘\‘. ™

but. it belongs to oOY‘lG negroes at present.
Fatner hunted S0 much that he made me quit school and
stay at home‘to fam.- "'We rajised corn and cotton., Ve

had our'cotbon ginned at Prices' Gin,

to a neighbor and asked for the amount he wanted. If the
neighbor had it he losmed it willingly without a note or a
mor tgage. When: the crops were harvested or cattle sold the
money was returned without interest.

Fathel; ffished with a bov{v and arrow. Fish were plentiw
ful then, and each évening they came near the bank of the
river to fee’&.: Father stood an the bank and shot an arrow
into the fish he wanted. \ These arrows did not have feathers

on the endy While those he hunted squirrels with did have,
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‘I}he pointa gere made of old brass kettles,

We made fire With sp’unk, gun powder, end flint rock.

I cen remember the big camp meetings we had in
Auguste Everybody dondted mmney to buy supplies such as
sugar and éalt, and the'q brought his ova food from home, .
These méetings lagted for ten days or two weeks and people
oame forty or fifty miles to attend thems We had & cire
cuit rider preacher who preached once a mamthe Sometimes
people mould camp mmf Soturdey night witil Monday morning
l when we had the mon’chlf servi/ces

We bought lurber ‘and mde our o coffins when a meme
ber of our tribe dieds.* We covered it with black sateen and
1ined 1t with bleached muslin, |

I can renanber( xx;y.:first suﬁ; of clothes, It was
bought in 1887, - Until then I Wore jeans vhich mother bought
by ke yard and. made Mp into>clo‘thes. Sbe mid about thirty
or'forty cents per yefd for it., She kmitted our socks.
She belped a néighborj s,hear nis sheep for wool which she
,sp@ into yarn snd laxitted into socks.

" I was married to Mettie James, s fullblood Chickasaw,

in 1897, Ve @du't,lave & license, The preacher who
mrried us put bw‘marﬁage on record at Ti’shomingo.-

Ky parenta are burie& in & neighborhood cametery south

¢f Davis, There are about thirty graves here,.

I ave lived m tiis county continuously 8ll my life,
, . : , .



