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\
_ .. . TFeld Worker, Nannie Lee Burys, \
S April 14, 1938, \

‘Interview with J. ¥W. Barbdee,
Afton, Oklahoms.

My fether was W/illiem Barbee,by birth a Shavmee‘,
whi:‘«ua born in Ohio and came with his tribe to Kanses
wh\ﬂz & young man. He was educated in the mission schools
ia Kansas. 'Ar.te.r he was érovn'.ho,tand soms other young .
Sh; o'q; u:ado up & ugoﬁ trein and went ss rar south and
west as Senta Fe, New llexico‘.h After his‘return\he married
‘end by the time that the Givil Wer broke cut he hsd thres
girls. 1 ther joined the Union Ammy end left his \u'ro

snd three \ 1 déughtora with their people, ' puridg

- the War, they were subject to guerilla attecks but {t

vas not until after an, atta;k by the men under Price that
they were driven from their homes and then they went to
v',ro‘x:t i.eaé?n-orth where they Temsined untii the wer closed
and ny father rejoined h,i- family. ' ‘

They had i?st foryt,hing aiu; l;aci been fed and cared

for at the Fort but Wher they returnsd to their home they

*
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found that their ‘house was st11l strnding so they began

over again €nd here in the home of the Shavnees 1 was
b ' L

vorn November 23, 1867. _
+  Mother died when I was b.ut & very small boy and 1:'9,,”
vuried in the old Indien cemetery at Kansas City. m
I was about four years old my father veme with other
Shewnees to the*lcherok’ee Nation snd settled on Grand
River east of Ketchtin ﬁfter we Ceme hore my father
married & white women _and we children gres uv in a sm}l
box ‘house nesr t e river. My life here was that of the
average boy of thet day. de iived in the woods and I liked
to b? out of doors, to ﬁé;.,' hunt, end to watch the birds
end sverything around ms.™#e fished with hcok and line
bui sqnetimes when sever&i' {ﬁedple vould \get together we -
would g&t 8 big seine and ({.hen when we brouvht‘tie seine
owt, we would pick out the fish thet we wante'* snl take
('the gsrs end erack their necks end then we would throw
the rest bael; into the rij,rer. In the early moraing youv
cogld hesr the wild turkeys ead they were ersy to kiil.é,q

I have sesn wild deer aa /meny ss twenty-five in a bunch,

here south-of Afton. One day, a cousin and I were hunt- >

g
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ing and we both shot at the seme deer at the ssme time

and killed the deer but I do not know hose shot killed

{t. In the summer-%e went berefoot snd our clothes

Y]
were bought,

‘My father purchzsed the ferry nesr us froxﬁ
Mr Landrum and while he ren 1t it was ealled the
Barbee Ferry. e did not have a cable but the ferry ran
with oars and poles with hboks on the end of  the poles.
These hooks ellowed the men to patch‘hold of things and
to hold the boat. It never got away as they w!.sre able

~

to catch to trees snd things with ‘these hooks. Father

'sold the ferry to Joe Bolen vho sold it to Tom Brown

and after Brown bought the ferry he was bringing s load

of spikes from Vinite to huild a new ferry bost and

"drove on the haat with the loed snd forgot to drop the

neck yoke of his tesm which grew frightened and in the

middle of the river they plunged of f the Boet with the *
load of ’Spikes and both of the horses were drowned.

I wes st;arted to school when about six years old, .
to @ dey school (furnished by the Cherckee Nation)which (

was 4’ little box building, one and & hslf miles west
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of where Ketchum is now. Latér I was sant to the Quapaw

Mission to the ‘boarding school eerst of Quapaw and this

was out on the preirie end we had to stry heype and éome'.

of us grew homesick and decidéd to run awey and go home.
tie wers middle-sized boys snd they dressed us in

3

brown duck trimmed with bress buttons. The larger boys
had blue elotheg with e req strip down the outside of
the leg of the trousers which were nede something like
the uniforms worn by the soldiers #ho had been stationed
near there. My job was thet of bell-ringer end we boys,
t¥o of us who had decided to leave,arranged thet we

~ would stay &t the barn uﬁtil after I had rupe the bell
;:l;at e;rening or rether night and then we were to étart.

[

.t | ¥
e sterted out south und we hed gone but & little ray

mhen we ssw a light coming over the hill 80 we qut
A
into the neerby corn field end hid in 2 shock of corn
. until the light passed. This light was from\é lante\?x
cerried in 2 wagon. After thet we traveled by \mght
and hid during the dry time. ILater, my rm)%r sent me \
5/ . x
o ¢ ! N
to Chilocco end hare agein I ran away end mde it home Y
in four deys,trsveling at night. I last attended

school at x‘?illova Springs, one mile ee st of Ketchmn.



BARBEE, J. W. INTFRVIEW. 13880 168

~5-

AMpESTS e -
Vinita was our treding point and here we went for

‘,6ur things that we bought. The trip was made in & wagon
’ and to make Eﬁ;rt%ip in 2 dey you had to start esrly.
Ae smaller children were not elwsys taken when the
folks went but msybde fhey wou}d teke us three or four
'timaé a yeer. They would go every three. or four weeks.
After I wes gfown, I worked for Mr. Stephenson for
seven yesrs. I liked,when I was in Vinita  to sit on
my horse and wetch the train go by cnd>then I would
come on pome. ’ |

| hfter the seven yeurs I‘decided‘that 1 would‘go
Wost so another man 2nd 1 started and we ‘got as fer
es Tulsa and stayed here & while and then I decided
that I had ‘gone for enough and so I returned hémaz
I have never done much traveliug:oubside of our state
but once I did go back to viait our 014 home in Kansss,
the place where they said L was %orn and my mother's

greve in Kansas City. Ohe was a ¥yandotte. I was gone
\

\

six months this .time. ﬂ
\ |
ie did not have-nice nggies then snd when we

went snywhere it was in the wegon or horseback. 1 would
¢ \
.
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often on Sat:rday. There were always others waiting

to get their ¢orn ground and then we could telk while

they were griné;ng our corn and we hed to wait and
! } i3 ‘ ' u
take our turn so if we were late in getting there

]

sometiées it would be late in the day before we would
get our mesl but there was another thing that was as

1mportapt as the meel and that was that we would buy
N

our Star tobacco. I liked while'vetch%ng and weiting

% :
for my meai\to look 2t and w»etch the machinery and
viould sometimds &0 up-stairs and look at it. The

machinery we s moé@ly hade of wood. JShen the mill was

first bull} they 'ground flour but in leter yemes they

\ ‘
al and &p the Fall ginned some cottod.
\

In the deys when I\aas working for Singieton we

ground only

would turm our horses out to grrze and there were few

fences end those were ‘reil fgnces around tbe fields,

80 the horses‘co 14 get quite 2 way from home during

the night. So, sdqon after daylight, I rould ride up
. \

on & high bluff sojth of Ketchum &nd from there try

go to Epavinaw to the mill. I would teke a sack of -

corn on the horse with me and take 1t to mill,
N '
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to {loerte my horses.
In- those deys the frains were running’through
Vinite but people werstild-—trsveling the o0ld Military-

Roed.” There were no brildges but ferries and fords.

e

Ihey did not work, the rJad and when it would get too

¥

by the side of the first|road. Most, if not ali of

the ?ravel along the Military Road then was done by

peopie treve}ing‘through‘the country and most of them

Jom

in téosé daysrwere going to Texes but during the late
smnex'and‘fall you would see 2 few wegons headed north,
those who had been to Tevas and were'going back novth,
Usuelly there we;e'szggral wagons together Qe they felt
sefer treveling ;hrough our %i1d lndien country in this-
way. They seemesd to. expect togfihdnus still daﬁggfous.
The green fly #as so bad in the summer that sometimes
%o couﬁd not h;e but had' to plough gtvnighf_as the

green flies would kill the horsés, however, these flies

were not;bad,along the ver as they were on the prairie. ‘.

I ~

The lend on this side of Grand Kiver was prairis

country and there the blue stem grew ss high as a one -
l . . -

rd
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story house and in the Fall when the grrss would be
dry, was 8 dengerous time for the people s pr§irie fires
were numerous and almoéi impossible ?o check and we
tried to protect our homes and fields by ploughingﬁ
eround them. But if a fire did get started the only
way to check it Ygfore it would reach a strerm wss to
back-fire ageinst {t.
I never tried to leern to speek the Cherokee l=nguage
' but when I was young, I could understand the Cherokees
end could talk to them gnd cen even yet understand what
£hey a;e talking”about.‘ I have‘attepded their churches
and_was raised among them but I have never atténded a
Stomp ﬁ@nce. ‘e had our picnles and singings, ete. -
When we éame to this countgy fhere were two brick
houses both built jus* alike’wh;ch hed five }noms e;ch,
with & hrick kitchen in the recr thet was not atteched
to the mrin house. Tpe houses were beth one story end
a~re built one on eitber side of the river facing esch
"other on Grand River below Ketchum. I never knew who

built these houses or énythLQg about them but I heve

passed thém many times snd wondered abont them and to

~ s
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me the strenge thing was that both of them were dé&troyad_

¢t the seme time by_g_gyglbne\jgst after noon one
“sindey 1in May in 1904.
\ In 1891 I mérried Della Boyd, & white woman, and
we settled eight miles west of Afton on Cabin Creek
where we raised our femily of three boys‘aﬁd‘a girl. '
Ip 1918, feeling the need of higher schools,re moved to
Alton to give the children the advanfage of the High School,

end here some ysers‘esgo my wife died. Since then I make

my home with my children here.



