
 

 

 

Notice of Copyright 

Published and unpublished materials may be protected by Copyright Law (Title 17, U.S. 
Code). Any copies of published and unpublished materials provided by the Western 
History Collections are for research, scholarship, and study purposes only.  

Use of certain published materials and manuscripts is restricted by law, by reason of their 
origin, or by donor agreement. For the protection of its holdings, the Western History 
Collections also reserves the right to restrict the use of unprocessed materials, or books 
and documents of exceptional value and fragility. Use of any material is subject to the 
approval of the Curator. 

 

Citing Resources from the Western History Collections 

For citations in published or unpublished papers, this repository should be listed as the 
Western History Collections, University of Oklahoma, Norman, Oklahoma. 

An example of a proper citation:  

Oklahoma Federation of Labor Collection, M452, Box 5, Folder 2. Western History 
Collections, University of Oklahoma, Norman, Oklahoma. 

 



/ BiRBISOtJSK, HORA. ' INTERTIBW -; 1 3 1 2 6
/ • /

185

•'ft* , .



BIOGRAPHY. FORM
XRKS PROGRESS

Indian-Picuaer His tory -Pr»Ject for Oklahoma

NORA.

Fie ld Worker ' s name

13125.

VfM

This report mad* oT̂  (date)

1. ^ a m e Kara Earbercmsf f

2.. Post Office Address -Antlera,

3» Residence address (or lo.-.aticn)

4. DATE OF BIRTH: Month Dftoanbar Day

5 . , place cf bir th gear Wapanaoka, ;.k

^SX. Y e a r

6. Name of Father Will 1 an H. loforth Place cf

?. Name of Mother Sanaa Oofartfr Place ">f bir th

Other information about mother

Notes or complete .narrative by the field worker d«a3ing with the
life and story nf tho person interviewed. Refer to Manual fcr
suggested cubjbcts e.~~£ questions. Continue on blank sheets if

and attach fir.nly to this foim. Number of sheets
5 4 ' .



BARBEROUSE, NORA, INTEHyiEif?* 13L85.

Johnson H. Hampton*
Invest igator ,
March 2 , 1938.

Interview with Nora Barbarouse.
Antlera, Oklahoma*

I was born near Wopanucka, Indian Terri tory ,

ber 10 , 1893* My father*s name was i i i l l iam E* Ooforth

and my mother's name WMS Emma Greenwood} they were both

Chickasaw Indians and are both dead now*

That p r t of the country where I was ra i sed was a

prairie country* Whan I grew up to where I cculd no t i ce

everything there were not many people l i v i n g in the com-

munity where I was born* There were a few Chi cka saws but

not many white people* The country was not fenced nor

were th re any farms. The grass on the pra ir i e and In

the creek bottom wns Just f i n e , and there we're l o t s of

c a t t l e out there on the range* The c a t t l e r u s t l e r s gave

a good deal of trouble at that time* They would come In

and s t e a l c a t t l e and a l s o pick out the best horses In t h e

country*

There was not much game ir t h a t part of the country

except on the h i l l s and i n the hollows* There were a good

many deer and turkeys and some f i s h in the r iver* A pret ty
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good sized creek ran through th t country called

Buffalo Greek where we used to go fishing tend we

would oat oh all the fish .we wanted in a little while

and my father would go out and kill a deer at any time

he wanted oils* There were no bears that I heard of

in the country but there were lots of wive* and ooyotet*

wolves lived on the hills mostly and they would
oatch our pigs and catch some grown ho'3 that were run*

ning out on the range* The. Indians would make a drive

for wolves and kill all they could find, but lots of them

would get away from them.

My father did hot go out on a hunting trip that I

know of; he just had to get out away from home and kill

a deer or a turkey at any time he wanted*

My father had a small farm; the Indians of that time

had only very small farms and the men did not work' very

much at any time on the farm* The women folks did most

of che farming in the fields; they would raise corn for

their' bread but did not raise any cotton at all , they had

no use for it* They would put corn in a mortar and make

corn meal and from that they would make sour bread or a
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regular corn bread*

We had a good many cattle and hogs but did not

have many ponies* Other Indians had lots of ponies

out on the prairie and they were a l l wild ponies*

I never heard of an Indian Agency at a l l until

after the allotment* I was put on the rol ls as a,

Chlckasaw Indian and was alloted land and drew the

payments after our allotments;*' we then learned that *

we had an Indian Agency at Muskogee*

Cur trading point at that time was at 3oggy Depot;

we traded there for a long while, I don't know where '

Father traded before I was born but after i was big

enough to know anything he traded at Boggy Depot* He

then traded at Wapanucka after the town was bui l t , sev*

eral years after the Rock Island Railroad was put through

that part of the country*
/

My father was a kind of a leader among the/ Chickasaws

at that time and he was up until his death, and they a l l

depended on him for everything* We used to have a house

full of Indians a l l the tine;they would just l i e around

for their feed and would not turn 6 hand to help do any*
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thing. But it was all right with my father; he seemed

to like having the Indians coma and lie around our

plaoe that way.

I don*t remember of any of the Chiokasaws having -

,any trouble with any other Indians, and I don't know of

any Indians having troufeio~~wTth any white people. They

always treated the whites with respect whether they were

entitled to it or not. At that time there were not many

white people living in our community and there was but

very little farming done.

My mother had no spinning wheel, or weaver; I have

heard of them but never saw one.

I was raised by a \Chriatian mother and she would
\

not let me go to any danoe\ if she could keep me from it.
\ /

I don't know anything about the War Dance for Mother never
i ,

told us children about it.

.1 went to school at .Bloomfield, an Indian school, for

several years.^ This school has been since moved away from

there and a school put at Ardmo.ro, that is called Bloomfield.

*so I guess the school is still running as an Indian school.
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I oan't speak my own language nor read i t ; I speak

English end can rend English* I don't know Tory much,

but I got enough education to put me through any way*

I am a Chickasa* Indian and I married a Frenchman.

We now live at Antlers, where we operate a small store*

I never did attend but very few Indian camp meet*

ings and very few of their cries* What meetings I did

attend were fine ones ana they kept order at those

meetings* They didn't le t the men and boys s i t with

the r -3irls, they separated them when they got inside

the churdh hou-e* All of those Indian churches ire about

gone for there are few Chickasaws t- attend them any more*

At the time I was living around Wapanucka the: people

used to ship their cattle from jurant or Atoka; that was

their shipping point at th . t time and there used to be lots

of cattle in that coimtry*


