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Set t le Cain,
I&t»i§ig&tor,
Aug. 3 1 . 1937.

Interview With Robert Johnson,
Sp&uldlng, Oklahoma*

Robert Jo bason i s a Seailnola end was born in 1876,

southeast of Wewoka i n the Seminole Hat ion* His father and

Bother came tnm Florida i n 1858 or 1859, just two o r three

/ear* beft>re the Civi l War.

At the beginning of the Cir^l War the Seminoles l e f t
r

eTerything they bad and started north* John Chup»oo ra i

the Sealnele Chief or leader and sereral hundred of them

under h i t leadership emigrated to ths Sorth. 'In»y had

nany h&rdshlpe, one being that they had very l i t t l e to eat

after they reached Kansas* The Oorernaent then fed them*

£oss of the men came back into the Territory while

•erring in the Civ i l lar« After the c lose of the war, these

service men returned to Kansas, got their famil ies and re*

turned to I t * Gibson, staying about one year, then moving

to the Semlnole Motion.

Die United States OOYWnraent Issued food anl clothing

to the Seminole Indians af ter the c lose of the war as they
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had very l i t t l e to l ive on, no homes or anything l e f t ana

having to start l i f t a l l over*

The Seminole men out loge and built log houses,

patting d a y in the cracks between the logs to keep out

the cold*

The United States began the allotment of land to the

Greeks and Seminoles i n 1897* A treaty was made between

tbe OoTeraaent and the Five Civil ized Tribes for the a l l o t -

ment* Scî e of the Indiaas were very nad about the treaty,

thinking they had been mistreated as the Government had

giYen the Indian Territory to the Indians and they did not

want i t dirided into sections* They wanted i t so wherever

they went, they would s t i l l be hone and have the fre*

range tor their stock. They knew too under the Qoverxuasnt

plan for settlement of the Territory the wild game would

soon be gone* Some eren rebelled and refused to take the

ftllotasnte that bad been given them*

Bobert has a picture taken of the la s t Indian man*

exeouted at Wewoka under the tr ibal Qovarraaent in 1896. He

saw this taeA, Pul-«mmky, executed. Pul-cmsky and John

Taotor got drunk and got into a f ight and JohnTactor was



353

JUZHSOH, ROBERT* INTERYID?. 7451*

Pul-woeky vat given the death sentence* When

he was sentenced under the Indian, law, tit was tunxftd

IOOM to bt free unti l the day of the execution and whan

the tUost day and hour, came tbe prisoner van there among

the orowd and he walked fbrward. Be waa blindfolded, and

he sat on a rook by a tree; a white paper heart wae oat

end pXaoed orer Me heart and then two Lighthoraemen were

selected to ehooO him* Ooneey Bruner and Coaeer Payne

were the ooea and they were negroee. This picture wae '

•napped lay a l i t t l e white g i r l about twelve year* old, who

happened to be there with a kodak*


