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AR Interview with Mra. Lena Barnett, Xufeuls,

By ~ Nargaret MoGuire - Investigator.
Ostober 15, 1037,

My mother was a alavo‘ of Mr. Lee Stidham's father
'bafore the Oivil War. When the Wer began Mr. Stidham
moved to Texas and sarried all. of ﬁ;s slayes with him,

mn ur. 8tidham moved to Texas m(“ ther !én;
with him and about the same time llr. Ise Stidham was
borm. Mrs. Stidhem died when Lee was an infant and my
mother mrsed hi; and ny/brothor too, and raiced lese
until he was grown. Mr. Stidham moved back to the
ferritory after the Fun tndt ny ﬁ cams back to the
’!bn-ttowy with hiu. My tathar was a cm:.'okoo Indian
by birth but rogiworod in Muskogee with the Greekl.

Be was a relative of James Ross of Muskogee.

Y ihe $ime with the crnk Indians,
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no Snaks Iwm were callod "Snakes® bccauu

they Aid not ‘want %0 register or file with the other



a lot of otheys, They were his followers and Would d

he 'ould never file, but he was filed/ ;6: P

/
'bi \t cmmissioners. : / //
Sneke was oppose/& to making the ferri;or/y
'(a stdte. We had rather u6t have made the 'fouitoa-y a //

|
»qt?y but we filed..

vhich means *'dark night*, Some ma/n/ from Bufaula teugm‘

there thon, bnt there ie no schoql Tre now,
/

. been abandoneA for years, . / p ’
‘Opr stomp ground is gqn/e/ ,too. We used too/go' %o
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.| the Hickory Stomp Ground for stomp dances and there
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an old Indien church there too, but it is all torn down
and gons.
| Tho first white man I knew in the Territory was

Mro Co E. Foley who had a store at Fufaula and we would
come in to buy our goods from him.

:Mr. Burdett hed a store too and Mr. Ce He Tully.

‘There were few stores over the -country, but we
had better times before Btittoh;;od because \-e wvers free
to do what we nnted to. We could tmin some hogs or
cows eut in the woods and we would om\ a part of all
that ran out and we could go and drivo\up a fat hog or
a milch cow and kill it, We could gat“all the wild
tn:hyezzln wanted and no one would say 'a word about ﬁ.
Ve did"m;t hau to work so hard for a liiving ther and
had phnty of meat and wild frnit and wL raised corn
for onr brud. 3 @
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