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Begsie Thomas,
Juvestigntor,
-April 21, 19384

KIOWA IMDIAN LEGEND.

There llived in southvestern Oklahoms Territory and
éovgn near tha"%exas border close to the Rio Grarde
Valley, a family of Kiowas Indiens. The hustend and
fathér, ¥hite Feather, had been for meny rers chief of
the %ribe in thig particular Klowe villagewhere hundrs?t_s
of his kinfolk lived. They necw‘s & very peaceful bend,
gping on yeide only when wanting food o when buffals
end éntelcpé becams soarce, in their own part of the
countyy. )

White Feather had a little girl, Almira, meaning
Prineess, wib as a c¢hiild was (pretty with coal-blesk
bair and LALT And when she grew up, was very beautiful
with ai olive complexion, pretty white teeth. She d,évalép«
ed m, atzs do girls of the Indian and Letin, or Semi-
fropteal oountries, Sho was tall and stately; with @
full mmefi bust, and walked like a Queen.  She was
boloved by fmsryene in the tribe as she always had a

pleesant exiile for everyone who spoke to her,

|
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When Almira becams fifteen, she fell nadly in love
with a young brave 111 the tribe end aaked hexr father if
thoy oould wed. Hazr father liked this young men, but
told his deughter sihe was too young to marry end for
her tc wait zmother year and then he would give his con-
gent. So this beautiful girl waited patiently witil the
year #as up with:happiness and love in her heart for the
.boy 420 loved ha:d.

Then again ¢he approached her father in regard o
hey marrying bu‘b thig time the father told hepr she cou/m
not rBrry the b'by of her choice until he had performed
some deed, whigh, in the eyes of the fathar would mke
Bix warthy of his daughter. This dome, together the
two young folk went to this ckief, White Feather, snd
asked permission to marry. Again he refusad, ssking the
ybung man to perform another deed of valor.

The young I;eople. thought they had wuited long enough,
80 that night they left camp each ridicg ospotted pinto
pony and ;¢t out across the prairie o go to another

Kiowa camp iz northwest Oklshoms Territory, They rode
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21l night for fesr their absence might be discovered
before morning. ‘
The white cattlmnén of south f:entral Oklahoma'Terri—-
tory had bea‘n leaing stock for some tim‘e and thought
the Indians hed been siealing the éows and young calves
from their hards, but could never catch 'them-in the
acts For days, a young cowboy had bean sent’ cut each
day % ridé the range and look for possible {ndian
thisves in the fact of stealing cattle with in‘stmctions
tc ride back to the ranch ard glve fhe alarm if he spied
an,"Indian anywhere near the herd. Cm this particular
“dey the cowboy saw two horseback riders afar off coming
his way, but could not at first distingnish if they were
white people or Indiens. He hid behind & mesquite ush .
and watohed until the riders ceme close emmgh 89 that )
he conld tell snd saw thgt they weve Indlens. "
He gtayed lylddcn and watched to sue what thev vore
going to do. They rode’ ou paying mno attention to the
tho,‘ght
herd but the cowboy, that this mu.‘lﬁ be a good chance to
got revenge for some of thg missing cattle‘so -he m;—sgd

[
!

hie ritle,aizd fireds The Indisn youth toppled from his
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horss and/not ged up and the boyse also lay still. At

ths orack ot;{ the gun the pony an was riding bolted
;;md being overcome with fear at qlea:lng her lover killed,
ghe did net W to stop her horae\ Txt let him run as
fast as he would goe She was scon out of sight of the |
cowboy, but he had not fired at hm.-\\r |

After ruming about a mile, Almira decided to check
her harse-and \t,ry’and decids what %0 do. mglit Vas COMw’
iné on end she gneu there were no ch;aps neaxr where aho
was and she wes afraid of the vastness of the plains.
Just before ahe 'could stop her h‘nrsﬁe,i h.a atmnﬁfea in e '
pmirid ;%og hols, breaking his ieg: end throwing Amira
dlear where she lay for several hopPa unconscd ous. ¥hen
she come to, n.':ga"a"haa fallen but by the light of the
mooh ghe sew a clump of mesquite bushes for which she made
. boping to got shelter under them for the ight. Takizg
her Wankst from the horse ehe reked together o few dry
leaves for & bed and rolied wp in tle lianket, with a
preyer on hey 11ps that the u;d(_)anim;”is would not barm
her during the night. -

L

111
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Here she was out here alond on the great prairie,
her lover and his horse desd, her horse with a broken 7

| leg and miles from any humen habitation, Indian orwhite.
At ﬁrot\m could not go %o sleep, rrgm mourning over ‘
the loss of her lover em her own predicumsnt but finelly
i‘ran won'y and exhauistio‘g she fell aéleép. Sometine
during the night she wes awak;md by she knew not what
end sitting bolt wpright she saw in the darknees before
dama, two big, Tound eyes glaring at her. In terror, she
" eried 0;11;, and the ey?‘s d,iaap‘pnaro'!., 80§n it was dawn
and ghe B.aw- the trachs of somes wild animal nearuhez , she
had mmde her bed for fhe nighte |

She eroge, folded up her blanket end started out on
foot tovard e northwest in the direction of the Kiowa
Gamp, wideh she end her lover had been meking for. Yor
days this gir) travaled on foot, sesing no living huwmn,
and m‘akgng her ha& at cight on the grouni wder what little
ehelter. she could find, Each mowning #he would £1:d the
game kind of tracks, near where she slept thai ahe had
seen the firet night, Sbe had no feod during the dey
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except what few berries and cactus fruit she could 'ﬁkfﬁ
end very 1ittle water, as most of the cresks were dryi.\

Soon her moccasing were worn out and she walked béro- _
foot over the hot, dry gx'dund, rocks and grass rootis, _u@p—
$11 her feet were sore and bleedipg, énd she could go nxl( L
farthar, So she lay down that night and prayed that she
zdght die, feeling that she hed mothing mare to live for.
The bravo young boy she had loved so dearly was dead am'
she had disodeyed her rathar enm thonght she would not
‘dave to .return hous, ‘

| gDnr‘iw the night Mra saw again the two round,

glexing eyes staring at her, but wes too weak amd too ex}
hausfod to ery cut 80 she lay very still. Soon the eyes
b to movc. omntng closer to ars In tmor ghe watém-o
od m? soon aomothing icouchad the solo of ons foot, scm/e-
thmg‘nt 11ks & tongus, moved amu ons foot then wb ‘
othar pnd she knew soms wild anﬁinal was licking the qoto
of her \nro foote Soon the animml was g:ne 2nd she x‘»ell
it & acoml'sloop,‘ dresming of her lover, '

lhnmoming came, she was toomk togetup mt

as she ued hu- hesad sho round Iylng by her sida, " a

, PEE *
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ylece of raw moat. Sho bogém to éat ravenously, butg
decided :ho had botter save aomn for enother real,
Boing an Indian. ahe knew, of course, how to pre-.
pare mnt fqr drying s_bahe tore this small pisce of
meat into strips and hung § % on some low 'bu;hes near
har heads - She had no water to drink all day and \by
night was delirious from thirst and fever. Her feet
mrt and her fever m.ra'ging. §he waé awakened aioné ;‘
" in the night by soft foot pads mear by and looking up
she again sew the eyes aid this tine was 2ot afyaid. The
animal again licked the ao;.e‘a of her feet, as it had been
doing every night and when she began to talk to 1t, caie
up to her head and she reachbd out and pasicd .11;.. It
_was a big, grey timber wolf, or lobos ;
v It went away, soon retwrning with another ple;ce of
meat, which 1t dropped close to the girl's hoad end tiis
" night 1t reined, Almira capped her hands, catching in  *
them as much water as she, could, amd drank froely. Then
alept soundly the latter part of the might. Tach night
the wolf would lick hu' foet and brﬁ;g her 'food until she
was strong tnough to got ﬁp. Thax; one day. éf’cex: hor: Teet

toa
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were healisd, sha seb out once more for the camp in B0 the \
west OWa ,'I'u'x-itary, the bié; grey wplt following hex \

i
t

at.a diatancn. ua 11 to protcct hdr and uow she wag nbt
‘ Almira kept traveling nntil she reached tlm Kiows

camp safety, and ihers she 1ived many years until her.-

: fa rcmnﬂ hey and *book her baok home s
» ‘I‘hc mlf is wor;hipped by tho Inﬁiana as & evert ot

Dol ty, for they 88y it talka to them and ’b*dnge then gocd
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