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KIOWA

There lived in southwestern Oklahoma Territory and

do??n near the Texas border dose to the Rio Grande

Valley, a family of Kiowa Indians* The husband and

father, VMte Feather, had been for many r n r s chief of

the tribe i& thio particular Kiowa village where hundreds

of hi« kinfo>Uc lived. They weare a very peaceful bend,

going on raids only when ranting j&od oifl when buffalo

and antelope became scarce, in their own pert of the

oountay*

White Feather had a l i t t l e g i r l , Almira, meaning

Princess, who as a child was pretty with coal-bl&ek

hair end «yaa« And when she grew up, waa very beautiful

with an olife,complexion, pretty white teeth* She develop*

ed young, afl do gir ls of the Indian and Latin, or Hemi-

tropical oouritriea. She vas t a l l and stately; with a

full rounded bust, aod walked like a Que«n. She was

beloved by everyone in the tribe as she always had a

pleaiant emlla for arreryone who spoke to her*
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When Almira became fifteen, she fell madly in love

with a young brave in the til be end aaked her father if
i

they oould wed. Hep father liked this young men, but

told his daughter eihe was too young to marry eqd for
i

/

her tc wait another year and then he would give his con-

sent So this beautiful gir l waited patiently Uiitil the

year ?ras up with happiness and love in her heart for the

boy .,ao loved he*.

Then again £he approached her father in regard to

hey marrying but this time the father told her she couJA
I ' I

not marry the boy of her choice u n t i l he had performed

some deed, whicli, in the eyes of the father would nbke

bin. worthy of h i s daughter* This done, j&ogether the

two young -folfy went to t h i s chief, White Feather, and

asked permission to marry. Again he refused, asking the

young roan to par^rm another deed of v a l o r .

The young people thought they had waited long enough,

so ^hat night they l e f t camp each r id ing z> spotted pinto

pony and se t out across the prairi© to go to another

Kiowa camp i n northwest Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y . They rode
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al l night for fesr their absence might be discovered

before morning.

Tha white cattlemen of south central Oklahoma Torri-

tory bad been losing stock fbr eotae time and thought

the Indiana had been stealing the cowa and young calves

from their herds., but could never catch them*-in the

act. For days, a young cowboy had been sent out each

day to ride the rai>ge and look for possible I^udian

thieves in the .act of stealing cattle with instructions

to ride back to the ranch and give the alarm if he spied

an Indian anywhere near the herd. Qn this particular •

"day the cowboy saw two horseback rldera afar off coming

his way, but could not at f i r s t distinguish if they w.eare

«hite people or Indians. He' hid behind a mesquite bush

and watched until the riders carie close enough so that

he could te l l and saw that they were Inditns.

He stayed hidden and watched to s*e what iHusy VBTB
* - • , ' - • '

gping to do« 'Qiey rctde/ou paying no attention to the
thougjht

herd but the cowboy/tb4t this wauld" be a good-chance to

get revenge for aom© of the miss ing c a t t l e . s o >he r a i s ed

hi a r i f l e and f i r e d . , The Indian youth toppled from h i s
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tors* and/nit get up end the borao also lay s t i l l * At

the crack of the gun the pony flintfya was riding bolted

and being overcome with fear at feeing her lover ki l led,

she did net try to stop her horse ki t l e t him ran as

fast as he would go* She was sooa out of sight of the

cowboy, but he had not firod at hetri* •

After running about a mile, Ajukra decided to check

her horse and try and decide what to do* {Tight was com-

ing on and she knew there were no camps near where she

was and she was afraid of the vastnoss of the plains*

Just before she could stop her nor so , he stumbled in c

prairie dog hole, breaking his l eg , and throwing Almira

dear where she lay for several hop's unconscious* When

•he caiae to , night had fal len but by the l ight of the

oooa she sew a clump of mesquit* bushes for which she made

hoping to get shelter under them for the night* TaidBg

her blanket from the horse she raised together a few dry

leaves for a bed and roJied up in -&» loanket, with a

prayer on her l i p s that the wild animals would not harm
o

her during the night* :
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she was out here alone on the great prairie,

her lover and his ho roe dead, her horse with a broken

leg and miles from any human habitation, Indian orwhlte*

At first sh* amid not go to sleep, from mourning over

the loss of her lover end her own predicament but finally

Aram worry and exhaustion she fe l l asleep* Sometime

during $h» night she was awakened by ahe knew not what

and sitting bolt upright, she saw in the darkness before

dawa, two b i^ round eyes glaring at her* In terror, she

cried out, and the eyes disappeared* Soon It was dawn

and she aaw the tracks of some wild animal near whey ^9

had made her bed for the night*

She arose, folded up her blanket and started out on

foot toward the northwest in the direction of the Kiowe

camp, which she and her iorer had been making for. For

days this girl traveled on foot, seeing no living humanf

and looking her bed at night on the ground under what l i t t l e

shelter, sho could find* Each morning sh* would find the

same kind of tracks, near where she slept that she had

seen the first night. Sh* had no food during the day
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exoept what few berries ana cactus fruit she could find

and r«ry l i t t l e water, ae most of the creeks were dry.

Soon her iaoo casing were worn out and she walked bare-

foot over the hot, dry ground, rocks and grass roots, û i-

t l l her feet were sore and bleeding, and she could go no

farther* So she lay down that night and preyed that she

sight die, feeling that she had nothing more to l ive for*

The brave young boy she had loved so dearly was dead ard

she had disobeyed her father end thought she would not \
» ' i

dare t o return home*

Durisg the night Almira saw again the two round,

glaring eyes fftaxisg a t her , but was too weak and too e x -

hausted to cry out so she l a y vary s t i l l * Soon the eyes

began t o move, coming c l o s e r t e k»r» In terror she watch-

ed and soon something Waahed the s o l e of one f o o t , eome-

thing >W9t l i k e a tongue. moT«d across one foot then the

other and she knew some wi ld animal was l i c k i n g the eo l«

Of her sore foot* Soon the animal was gone end she f e l l

into a peaceful s l s o p , dreading of her l o v e r .

When norning came, she was too weak to g e t up but

as snt s e i s e d her head she found l y i n g by her s i d e , a
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piece of raw meat* SU* began to oat; raYenously* but

decided she had better Bare son* ibr another isaal*

Being an Indian, she knew, of odurse, bow to pr©-.

pare meit Ibr drying so die torts th i s sna i l piece of

meat into s t r i p s and bung 11 on some low bushes near

her bead* - She had no water to drink a l l day and by

night was de l ir ious from th l re t and ferer* Her foet

hurt and her fe ter was raging* $fhe was awakened along :

in the night by so f t foot pads near by and looking up

she again saw the eyes and t h i s time was not afraid* The

animal again l icked the s o l e s of her f e e t , as i t had been

doing every night and when she began to talk to i t , CQFC

up to her head and she reached out and parted i t * I t

was a big, grey timber wolf) OF lobo .

>* I t went away, soon returning with another piece of

meat, which i t dropped c lose to the g i r l 1 a head and t h i s

night i t rained* Almlra cupped her hands, catching in

than as much water ae she, could, &s& drack freely* Then

slept soundly the l a t t e r part of the night* Each night

the wolf would U c k her foet and bring her food u n t i l she

was strong enough to get up* Then on© day. a f ter her, f e e t
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war* , ah* set out once more for th» camp in north*

west Oklahoma Territory, the big, grey wolf following her

at. a distance, a* i f to protect her and now sh& wa? not

-afraid of it* < . . ' . • ' '

Aimlra kept traveling until ehe reached the Kiowa

camp y£ safety, and there she lived many years until her-'

father found ner and took her hack horns*

r The «Qlf i* worshipped by the Indians as a sort of

Deity, for they say i t talks to them, craft brings then good

iucki ,

t

' •" v


