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Ethel D, Pfeiffer
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Interview with Mrs. W, S. Maples
Duke, Oklaehoma., Routeffl
Father-Joshph Guess
Mother-Julia Margaret Croley
My parents were born in Georgia. They reared a

family of six boys 2nd four girls. Ly four brothers,
Jagkson, Abram, Henry and Thomas, were all CGivil ver
veterans, Abram died dnring the war, of pneumonia,
My parents died in Texas, Father was sixty-five,and

mother was fifty-eight at the time of her death. They

were both buried at Omaha, Morris County, Texas.
My Marriage.

I met and marfied ¥illiam Starnes liaples et Glen
Rose, Texas., We reared four ohildren. We came to
Greer County, Texas, on the 5th day of Lay 1892, Ve
came here in w0 covered, wagons, snd drove & bunech of
cattle. We had to ford the rivers, apd vhen we crossed
deep Red River, the water ran into the wagon boxes and
damaged some of our groceries, éome of the men in our&
crowd rode horses.and went ahead of the weon 0 show
the way and t0 see how deep the water was; alsoc to see

that we didn't drive into any water holes that had
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guick sand., fhese were very dangerous to the trav-
elers from the Bast as t-ey didn't know anything
about quick sand. . -

VWe saw plenty of deevr, wild turkeys ard prairie
chicrers, There were lots of buffalo bones over the
prairies, but few lived and were left. This had been
a good stock country. The Government sent some in-
spectors over Western Oklahoma and decided to open
it up to sertlement, This forced the ca-*lemen to
go out of business, or to go to other states where
they could have t7e open range. This pert of the
State was then ocut up into 160-acre tracts for
settlers, =znd this was open to setilement gy 4th,
1896, We saw lots of big herds dof cettle when they
were rounding them up, amd taking them to market,
Sometimes the¥y were a moving mass as far as gpe could
see,

On Mardh 16th, 1896, my husband filed on the

NE of Section 9, T-2 North . ' .ange 23 W, located

two and one-half miles west of the present town of
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Duke, Oklahoma, which consisted of one general store
and Post Office. Our land was only & claim befcre

we filed, and had a one-room house on it.

Water and Fuel Supply

There was & well of gyp water on the place, We
used it for stock water, and we had to haul our drink-
ing weter from & srring on Turkey Creek, same three
miles away. e had a cook stove that we used t?
cock on and for heating purposes. #de burned mesguite
grubs;

I remember one year we raiced s.ch a big corn
crop that we pouldn't sell it for enough to buy coal,
80 we ourned the corn for fuel that winter.

School

Tﬁe nei ghbors went toget er <nd “uilt a one.room
s;hool house. They called thi® "Cottonwood", and 15
was one &nd half miles from cur house. This wes where
e sent‘Zur etildren to school, Sunday School, &anu

Chusch. We had blg meetings here in the am er time,

The school terms were held in the fall and spring to
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avoid the blizzards of the winter. ihis school
district was later consolidated with the Luke

‘District, snd the building moved away.

Clothing

tthen I was a girl I spun and wave the cloth for
our clotheSfAdyed it with tne dyes we made from barks
and sumac berries, I mede the cloth into garments by
hand. I conrntinued to make our clothes by hand until
1900, then I bought my first sewigé ma chine., I knitted
ell the stockings, giloves, capss and caps for my fami.v.
fle wore s~awls with fri.ge all around thex for wraps
and always wore  flannel underwear in wiater. Ly
sister and I knitted for the Hnited ifates soldier

boys during the Worid War., Ly sister died since, at

the age of ninety [ears.

Travel
%e traveled in wagons, hacks end bug ies in the
early days. These were drawn by one or two h.rses,

¥hen we came from Georgia we had two ox wasons and
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a two-horse carriaze for the family %0 ride in,
but I have ridden many times in an ox cart, c¢nd

0X Wagon.
Food

We hauled our supplies from (uanah at first,
e mede about three or four trips a year. e
raised our meat, lard, 2and from the trimmings I
made my own soap with lye. I made lye in an ash-
hopper from wood ashes., Ve made our svrup f-om
sorghum csnee. we would haul the c.ne to the sorghum
mill and have it made into syrup. e picked wild
plums or the rivers; =nd we alwa;s had pienty of
milk and buttegaggjggohad lots of chickens aad
plenty of eggs.. I also rzised ducks and msde my

own feather beds, snd pillows. - .

Indians
The Indians came throuzh the couniry on several
oacasions, but I never saw them except in parades.

oA
They would be dressed in their very best clothes, with
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bright eolored shawls, their hair in long braids
tied with bright colored strings or ribbons. ° The
men would also have their hair in long bfaids.

My husband died in 1917, and was buried at,
Rock ‘Cemetery, three miles north of Duke, Oklahoma,
We continued to live on the farm and carry on, as
my two dusghters are still at home with me. My two

sons died many years ago and are also buried in the
Rock Cemstery.

I went through so many hardships, that I can't
say I enjoyed the pioneer days or life, but I came
to get & home, and about the only plesasure I got out
of it was the fact that I had a good home. Despite
the many, many difficulties that confront a pioneer
father end mother, we had the pleasurs of seeing %ur
children get & good education., Our two daughters
have each taught school, first in the one-room
school, then in the Union Graded five or six reom
achools, and then in the larger, more modern type of
school. 1 bave realized a greap deal of pleasure out

of their success.



