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BARNES, JO^TT ( f 'R) . . SiiCOND INTERVIEW. 9 7 3 8 .

Ophelia D. V e s t a l ,
Interviewer.

'T:* 3,

Interview w£th Mrs. John Barnes,
Lawton, Oklahoma*

Having Just received your l e t t e r v-iil s t a t e j Ky stop-

father hvA leased the erase ^oid from the -overiyaent having

hie cat t le and horses there, v.here the town of La«rtor, nov

stands. The f i r s t people here waiting for t!n upQ^in.'; <t"te

had to caiap off the present tonnaitet '~'he oponlng d- te very

ond ruahe<? to the townsite, causing father^a- ce t t l e end horses

to get scattered and soja© he did not rind*

The trouble Bpoker. ofp , hsn the soldier.- were trken >jv/ay

to the Spsnish*American ar , maybe i t was "George Rattan"• He

waa en in terpreter at F t . S i l l , paid by the ^overn<nent in the

early days a t Ft» S i l l* Mr# Hatten was woiking there. Beceiv-

ing mail et the fort »«a another of hia du t ies . H© overheurd

the IndijEiis talking (the onea that nere held aa priaoners of

war) s&en the soldiers neve on chair way to ifciah Sprin^B, going

to asrre in the war. Ha heard Geronimo say "Th3y hrve s l l ^one

away but juat a few, we c rx over powor them and r^n away \nd hot

be kept aa priaonors of war,"
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\
, trie soldiers *6iit by horssDack oo Kasa - y i i n ^ ,

then on by t r a in , ae no t ra ins were through tt» Si l l*

x^_^' 1 have attended it»acy Indian funerals. Joiae time after

attending taeae fuaer-^Is 1 have GOD^ l»o the cec^tery aad seen

saddles and sewing aacnineo beside tne graves of the person

«hose funarel I had a t t cded.

I t wfis s t r i c t l y against che ovorn^nont v.l^s to booties

during the ear l ie r d.iya h."ro, bJt ^ i i t e uusn crir.e to the s r t t l e -

nent ne«r the hed Stcras uidiup; m het:vy ti^'Joer M:C bru^i, ••©11

ing iiquoi1 to Ii*ditins (ioudag Iron t.hs eastern pi.rt of vk


