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CALLAFAY, LOUELLA JAKS (MRS.)  INTERVIEW. 8561

Ethel B. Teckitt,

. Interviewér. -
September 11, 1937.

Interview with Mra. Louella Jacks Callaway.,
Macomb, Oklahoma.

I was born in Mississippi July 1¢ ,1869, but I
was quite a béby., My parentslfémea R, and Belms Jacke,'
moved tuv Texas where I grew to yomahhbod’and married
William M. Callaway.

after the opening.of Uklshoma @y husband and my
three broﬁhers,Chriatopher Columbus, Lon and Corneljus
Jacks,decided that we ahoulé move to the new csuntry.
I did not want to move for I did mot waat to bring my
childfen to the mew Oklahoma, but khe four of them over-
ruled me and:in 1896 thay loaded a cump outfit 1ﬂto a

covered wagon and leaving Erath County,Texas,étarted to-

-
~ et

Jkighoma.

They were gone several w-eks and &% last they wiote

me t> get ready to bring the children and come on th:

train t) Shawnee where they would meet ne,_ They had

secured a five year lease on some sctool land and, were-

gning t0 make a home.l I did no% want'no‘céme but they

¥
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assured me that we would only'atay,there a few years.

R A et A A i £ ks aomtrmre

and -improve the land, then we would sell out ‘and &0
back to Texas. I came and we went 1o work to glear.

the land put it fa cultivation and build -a house.
4 N .

s

‘There was a saw mill at .sher two miles south pn _

' the Canadian River and they built a two roon log hut

and covered half of it with boards and bsfore they .
could cover tha other half they had to quit woTk onu o

the house and g5 %o work on the faram or ha%é ne crops

A

that year,and we needed the crop as we Rad mothing %o

live upon without it.

hJ -
L 2 "

They covered the other half of ihs house-with a

vagor sheet and when it rained it wes hard to tell

J
which side lesked the worst. |

That .year fuey_cleare& and ;ut in twenty-ond acres \
. of coétag and about three acres of corn. {

To dbreak the(}and they used what:tney‘called a
runh?ng coulter,a round cutter which t;ey made thém—
selves by rasteniné\ihe cutter ontc an axle between

thg poles whiich came to & point and fastening = tongue

.
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in front of it to whicn they would work a span of mules
go drag the coultex muxklng off & line which they fol-
lowad with a bpqaking plow. They had brought a cotton

plantier witi them from‘Iexas. -

Tha corn was,planted by using a atipk.f\uné of

¢

the wmen would go 8, head and Jab a hole in the ground

while another followed and dropped the corn in ithe hole,

and stiii another followed and cbyered.the seed by hand
or by foot. .
The nien said thetu they would put\the crop in and

~tasn tney wouldebo back to Texad and pick cotton enough

Vo sup;ort us thraugh the ainuer while the ‘hildren

\

and I could gather our crop, but thsy aever. fQuna time
\

to go back to Texas as I dever have seen a hatt@g crop . ;

- thpn"wa rajded that year. The cotlon made a bale\¥o the

«

_adre aad the cora had .any ears more than & foot long;

We sold the cotton at fair and one-~half cents per poundb\\

)

-

‘The corn me used at hoxc,

The next year tBe msn clesred more land, cutting
the trees as clase to the ground as possible . Soon ' \\
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after the tfeés had. bgan cut there carne a very h;rd rain ’
which washed this new cut laand sc bahly that the liee
roots stood in many places 8 foct above the xround, 8o
that therej was e bed loss in soil.

ny oldest broiher decided to sell qgt and wy husbangd
and w5 younger trothers boughthis share of ever}thin@;

‘Qe lived in thie two zoofi house for six.years ana I
did &ll my own wo.k and ﬁqokicare of m’ s¥; children., I
" had .to mahe down beds on tue floor f.r lue fznily to. sleep,
every nlght‘of tLose six ‘ysars. That dragging my bedding

a-ound .ulned it .snd I dide not like tha country or erything

] e

about it. : ~ , i
. X - i
Qur nsarest neiyhbor ‘wa. a’:ile ascy on the south™and. ™
gust, whils on thg north it nes gix miles to a housc. our
wers ' Lt
neiphbors/taz fanilies of John and Will ‘doon and the

N. A. Hoberts and Davis farilies. The 0ld=r mgmbers of
. these families urs desd, btul the younger ones stM1 own
the 0ld faaily placss.

Thé only time 1 have eYer moved after coming to

L3

HICY

! . i . ,
lklahomg was when we built the nex houss after six-years,
» t : ! M )
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and moved int, &t¥.

I liked everythiry tetps; tten and thé nelgzbors '
'acnmejinto the—country. In thosse eérl) da&s often as
smany as tventy-fiv;:wouli gather in for é Suaday or qﬁ
all day visit. -

e }ive yet on'Lis swme place and I hope to live

‘nere the remasinder of my life.



